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ſome ſufficient meanes ,whereby,all 
(orts of in6,may at all times, learne 
ths one infallible,and entire f.uth. 
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queſfue,in this rule oy meanes, pro- 
wided by atmighty God. 

That Scripture alone, cannot bee this 
rule,or meanes. 

That no naturall witte of man, or bu- 
mane learning, either by interpre- 
ting $ cripture Wis therwiſe , C48 bee 

thr rule of Faith. 

That prinate ſþwit cannot be this rule, 
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true Church of Chriſt, ts the rule or 
weanes wherby al men muſt learne 
the true faith. 
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Cap.1t. That this true Church of Chriſt, 


which wee muſt learne the ty 
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out interruption,vntill the worldy 
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Cap.12. That this ſame Church muſt alwiit 
be viſible. 
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true faith. . 
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retikes aſcigne.To wit true dofiwl 
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. be not ſufficient . 
Cap.15.7hat theſe foure, Vna, Sana, Cz 
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good markes, whereby men may a 


cerne,which 1 the true Church, 

Cap.16.7hat theſe foure markes, agree onh! 
the Romane Church.That 1 to[9} 
that company of men, which agni 
in profeſs16 of faith with the Ch 
of Rome, 
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he tr oly. 
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al wait Apoſtolique, 


whit Cap.1>, The concluſon of the whole diſcourſe. 
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ich bo entire faith,which 1s neceſjary to 
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THE PREFACE. 


0 T# Eing moued by ſome friends 
35 


to conferre with one of indi, 

i6 ferent good judgement ;/ and 
of no11ll diſpohition of nature 

though very earneſtin that religis which 
hedid profelle: I was deſirous to doem 
beſt endeuours, to let him plainly fe, 
that the Catholique Romaine faith wx 
the onely right. For which purpoſe] 
did choſe, to letpaſle diſputes about par: 
ricular pointes, and in generall to ſheyws 
Firſt,that it is neceſlary to admwitte aniv- 
fallible authority in the true Catholique 
church: by reaſon whereof, every one i 
to learne of it onely , which is the true 


faith of Chriſt. Secondly,that thoſe one- { 


ly, which profeſle the Romaine faith,ar 
the true Catholique church. The which 
havinge proued:I did conſequently con- 
clude; that the faith & beleife, which the 
authortitic ofthe Romaine church, dath 

commend ynto vs,ought, without doubt, 
to bc holden for thetrue faith. 

Vpon which pointes, when he had 
heard my diſcourſe : he deſired me, for 
his better remembrance, to ſette downe 
in writtinge, what Thad ſaid. The whid 
I had firſt thought to haue done briew 
T an 
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and to hace imparted it onely to him:but 
ſome other friedes,it was wiſhed, that 
[ſhould hidle the matter, more at large 
they int&dinge(asit ſeemed)that it might 
notonely doe good to him, bur ro others 
alſo,that ſhould haue need of it, aſwellas 
he. Of which ſorte of men ſtandinge in 
this need , as I could not{ conhideringe 
their miſerable caſe) but take great pit- 
tie: ſo I was eaſily moued, eſpecially at 
my friendes requeſt, to be willinge to doe 
my endeuour, which-might befor their 
reliefe &{uccour:and to take any courle, 
which night turne to their helpe/ and 

roft. : 
; Now of all other courſes, which haue 
beene , and might be vndertaken ; that, 
which, in my 1ſpeach, I did chooſe, as 
moſt expedient for him, with whomie I 
did conferte;ſeemed beſt alſo for me; to 

rofequute in this my writinge, for the 
Lenef, nefie of him, and others, and this for 
Toure reaſons. 

Firſt, becauſe it is very briefe, & com- 
pendious; and conlequay ſuch,as every 


onemighthauelerfure,and ſhould not be 


much weary to reide it: | 
Secondly;becauſe, it, Raudinge onely 
A inj. vpon 


dy 
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vpon few, but moſt certaine conclufſoth 
and groundes:is free from many cauilzd 
the captious, which more am = diſcow- 
ſes are ſubijeR vnto. 

Thirdly, becauſe, the matter hand{d 
init,is not yery high nor hard, but con- 
mon,caſy, & plaine: and fuch, as mays 
vnderſtoode otauy, who, hauing buta 
reaſonable witte, or vnderſtanding , wil 
carefully reade it/ as the importance d 
the matter requireth) with iudgment,de- 
liberation, &(which is chicfe)with prair 
to God,and a reflute good will to fol 
low that, which he ball nde ta beright 

Fourthly : becauſe, theſe few plains 

ointes, which: are here ſctt downs, 1it- 
clude all other: and whoſoeuer ſhall, by 
the help of Gods grace, and the fqtce dl 
theſe,or other reaſons, yeeld aſlent totie 
pointes proued in this diſcourſe: muſthy 
coſequence, without farther diſputingot 


difhicultie, yecld to all particular points, 
which the aforeſaid - commedett 
for pointes of faith, and wilbe moued 
ſettle himſelfe in the (tedfaſt belefe of 
For if he once admitte, that there !/4 
Church,or company of mT, on earth,; 


fallibly taught by thc holy golt, whath 
| e 
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thetrue faith in all pointes: and that this 
church is, by Gods appointemet,to.teach 
allmen in al matcers of faith, which is the 
infallible trueth : and further , chat this 
Church, which is thus taught, and muſt 
teach vs,1s no other but that viſible com- 
pany,which profeſſerh the Romaine f.ith: 
then he ſhall not neede to ſtraine his 
wittes in ſtudying, orto waſt wordesin 
wrangling , about particuler pointes of 
controuerfies,or to vie any ſuch trouble 
ſome and vncertaine meanes to finde out 
thetrueth:but may eaſely, and moſt cer- 
tainely beinſtruRed in all, by onely cn- 
quiring and finding out'(which all fortes 
ofmen may ecaſely doe) what is zeneral- 
ly holden, by the Church, for truth,in all 
particuler pointes, whereof they doubt. 
Ot which pointes alſo, (If they be deſi- 
rous)they may haue ſufficient authoritic 
and reaſon yeclded,by the learned of the 
fame Church,though they ſhould not ſo 
delire reaſon tobe yeelded, that without 
reaſon be giuen, they would not belecue 
atall,or as grounding their faith vppon 
the reaſon giuen : ſith Chriſtian beleife 


'Pught onel y to be grounded, vp the au- 


thority of God, ſpeakinge by the — 
0 


THE PREFACT. 
ofthe church who ought to: be beleeued 


in all matters, without giuing any reaſo, 
The which briefe & compendious're- 

ſolutis of faith,whoſoeuer will (as eu 

one way ſecurely,and(as inthe ſcout, 


following ſhall bee declared)muſt necd. 


ſarily embracc:befide theeaſe,he ſhallak 
ſo reape this commoditie, thar,cutting df 
all occafions of needlefle and fruiteleſk 
doubtes,queſtzons and diſputes, concer- 
ning matters of faith : wherein wvnlettled 
mindes ſpend their time and ſpirits het 
ſhall haue good leiſure , and better 'l 
kinge , then ordinarily fuch vnqui 
mindes can haue, to emploie his ends 
uoures more fruitfully otherwaiesz t 
witte,in building vpon. the firme foup 
dation of ſtedfaſt faith, the gould 8 pic 
tious ſtones, of Gods loue,and other vt 
tues, in pratiſe whereof conliſtethy tha 
good life, which maketh a man become 
the living temple of almightic God : thc 
which temple, Gods ſprritwill not only 
viſitte with holy inſpirations & bleſſing 
oftentimes, in this life, but he will alſon- 
habite and dwell continually in it, both 
by grace,here,and by glory, in the oft 
moſt happy ,and euerlalling life. 
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hall A TREATISE OF FAITH- 
[4] _—_ m—_— — 
_ 2 4 Jha 

That true ſaith is abſolutely neceſ]4- 

rie to ſaluation. 


4 Hoſocuer hath a true delire to 
wry pleaſe God, & anearneſt care 
to ſaue his owne ſoule, { the 
which ſhould bee the chictclt 
defire, and care ofevery Chriltiau man) 
| mult firſt reſolue,and ſertlehimſelte, in a 
& Pt} found belicfe of matters of faith: holding 
Tv} itfor a moſt allured ground, That there 35 4 
tha faith, which, whoſoruer wanteth, cannot poſ41- 
Coll } bfy pleaſe God,( nor conſequently be ſaxcd, (1th 
d :tief none are ſaued that donot pleaſc God.) 
t ofly | This ground is ſet downe by S.Pax! him- 
ſhog telte, vho ſaith, Sime fide impoſfubile oft place- Heb 11. 
fon-f rDro © without faith it is vnpotiible to 
both _ God. The ſame is confirmed by 
 Auguſtize, who ſaith, Conſtat,neminem 2d Nag 
Wram poſſe prraemire beatitudinem , niſt D:0 as 
pi4- 


2 A TREATISE 
place.tt: &f Deo neminem placere poſſe, wiſe per þo 
dem. Fides namquec eft bonorum ommnm fundy. 
mentum.Fides eſt human ſalutts initium. Sin 
bac nemo ad ſiliorum Dei conſortium peruenin 
poteſt : qmia ſine ipſe nec in hoc ſeculo, quiſquan 
Sftificationss conſequitur gratiam nec 11 futun, 
vitam poſeidebit aternam. Tt is Certaine, that 
none can come to true happines, vnleſle 
he pleaſe God : and thatnone can pleaſe 
God,but by faith. For faith 1s the foun- 
dation of all good things. Faith is the be. 
(1) Ro.z. Sinning of mans ſaluation. Without this, 
Galat.z, none can come to the fellowſhip of the 
Epheſ. 2. children of God : becauſe without this, 
_ neither doth any, in this world, obtaine 
the grace of iultification, neither ſhall he, 


Can. 4. a 
- ano m the next, poſſeſle eternall life. Thu 


Trid.ſefl, faith S, Auſten. And the ſame might bee 
- _ confirmed,out of other(2)Scriptures and 
cay.oo.”” (Þ) Fathers, but that the matter is cleare 
Chryloft, enough.onely this I will adde,that when 
Hom. 32, the Scriptures dorequire faith, as a thing 
in loan. abſolutely neceſſary to ſaluatiozthe come 
-t- , mon tradition of councells and Fathers 
Mmone , . 
Fide 8& do interpret,not only,that there isa pu 
Char. Ci- tive precept of faithz ( for if it were buta 


rilt. Alex. poſitive precept, ignorance might excule | 


w_ in ſome caſc)but that at lealt,ſome _ 


OF FAITH, J 
of faith is neceſſaria neceſſitate meds; that is 

to fay,is ordained as a neceſſary meanes, 

without which , no man can attaine ſal- 

vation, in any caſe : and thatin this mat-. 

ter $3 quzs 12novat, ignorabrtur. If any man , Coq... 
by ignorance doe not know, he ſhall not 

be knowne,as S. Paule ſpeaketh. 


Crap. II. 


That this faith neceſſary to ſaluation, 
is but one. 


T His faith (which I haueſhewed to 

be ſo abſolutely neceſſary to ſalua- 

tion)is but Orc only. I his is plainly pro- 

ved,out of $. Paule, who ſaith, Ynus Do- EphcL 4. 
mu, vn fides, vnum baptiſma, fignifying, 

that.like as there 1s but one Lord, & one 

Baptiſme : ſo there 15 but One faith. The 

ſameis confirmed, with the auRoritic of 

theancient Fathers Nz/i vna eſt ( faith S. Ser. 4. in 

Iv.) Fides non eft, dicente apoflolo, vnus Donu- Naciu. 

1, vue fides, vnum baptiſma. Voleſle it be ©» 

one,itis not faith, fith the Apolile ſaith, 

one Lord one faith, one Baptiſme. Om +, cap. 4. 
wo (ſaith S. Hierome) Laborandwm eft, pri- 2d Eph. 


' mum occurrere in fidet vmitatem, We muſt la- 


bour with all diligence, firſt to meete, in 
the 
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Lib.r.c.; the vnity of faith. Honc fidem(ſaith Irene beca 
eeclefia in vniuer ſum mundum a: [[ceminata d thoſe | 
genter cuſtodst, quaſi vnams domum inhabitant lay, 
& ſenaliter credit 45,qu4ſr nam animanm | p 
bens cx vitum cor : + conſonanter hec pradieal from 
& docet, & tradit,quaſs vrum poſadens 09. Nil ever) 
qu amis in mundo di ſaamiles fant loquel.z,tana orar 
virtus traditionrs wna & eadem eft.T his faik] form 
the Church fpreade ouer the vvhokf reue: 
world,doth diligently keep,as dwelling} Cath 
in one houſe : and doth beliene in one} whic 
like manner thoſe things, (to witt whid 
are propoſed for pointes of faith) as hs 
ving one ſoule and one heart : and dot 
preach,and teach,and deliuer by tradits 
on thoſe ——_—— one vniforme may} 4 
ner, as polieſiing one mouth . For a 
though there be | bros and differentlan] * 
euages inthe world, yet the vertuea 
tradition is One and the ſame. Thus ſaith 
this Father. By whoſe words we may wv 
derſtand,not onely, that there is but one 
faith, bur alſo, how itis ſaide to bee ons 
which might ſeeme notto be one, conk 

 dering there are ſo many points or atth 

cles, which we belceue by our faith) and 

ſo many ſcuerall men, = hanein then 

this faithz yet One (ſaith this Father) - 
0 


- -OF FAITH; 5 
becauſe the whole Church doth beleene 


t« dil} thoſe pointes, in one like manner. That is to 
bitan] lay, becauſe the beliefe of oneman, is1n 
em | il pointes like, andnothing different 
edical from the beliefe of another : or, becauſe 
02. Ni} every faithful mi belecueth every point 
-,tamal orarticle, for one and the like cauſe, or 
s faith} formall reaſonzto witt, becauſe God hath 
vhokſ revealed it : and delivered itto vs, by his 
ellinf Catholike Church, to be belecucd. For 
n one} which reaſon cuery one ſhould belceuc, 
whidy whatſocuer hee belicucth as a point of 
as sf Chriſtian faith: 


_ Crae. III. 6 
mar-| - That this one faith neceſſary to ſaluati - 
or ab on # infallible, 


tlarj T* Hrs one faith, without which we 
tued cannot be ſaued, muſt be infallible; 
$ fait} &moſt certaine. This is cleare, becauſe, 
y wh faith is that credite or inward aſlerit 'of 
utont} minde , which we giue to that, which 
c on6} God, ( who is the prime or firſt veritie, 
cons | which neither can deceive, nor be decei- 
att] wed) hath reucaled vnto vs,by meanes of 
13 anl the preachinge or teachinge oft the true 
then} churchzas we may gather outof'S. Paule, 


) its} when he ſaicth:Quomodo credent ei 176m NM Rom, x0, 


"Au 
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andicrnnt 2 quomodo andient ſine predicant! | 
quomodo pr edicdbunt niſimittantur?e3c.ergofl 
aes ex audit, auditus autem per verbum Chris 
fi. The ſenfe of which wordes is, that, [* 


ficth we can not belceue, vnles we heare: 
nor heare, vnlcs ſome lawfully ſent do 
—_ vnto vs; faith is bredde in vs, by 

caring, and yeelding aſlent or credite, 
to the worde of Chnſt , made knowen 
vnto vs, by the preachinge of the true 


Church, which onely is lawfully ſentof 


God; wherefore , like as the worde of 

Chritt, being God, is abſolutely infalls 

ble,ſo alſo the creditt giue to this word, 

(which is our faith) muſt needes be allo 

moſt certaine and infallible. Fides( faieth 
_ S.Baſille) cft, eorum qua difta ſunt, aſſentien 
one. probatio, ſme vila haſitatione, cum anim þt- 
ſuaſrne de erum veritate,que Dei munere pits 


dicata ſunt.Faith i8a conſenting approbx 


tion of thoſe thinges, which are ſa1de;&} 
an vndoubted periwaſion of minde, of. 
the trueth of thoſe thinges , which are | 


Hom-12, preached, by the guift of God. Fides( (ii 


in epiſt eth S. Chryſoſtome) dic: non poteſt, ni/e or | 


ad He- 


4 ta nux non videntur, amplins quam circa 
brzos. 7 os pt oy 


us videtr, certitudinem quzs babcat, It cat 
not becalled fayth,ynles one be more cer 


taine 


4 


zineof thoſe things which are not ſeen, 


: -. 
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then of thoſe thinges which are ſeene. 
Thercaſon whereof, the ſame S. Chry- : 
foltome declareth in an other place, ſay- ——_ 
ng: Superet [enſum rationem noſtram ſer« — 
moiphius: (Det) nam verbis eins fraudari non 

nw : ſenſus vero noſter deceptu facillimus 
of. Let Gods worde( ſaicth he)ſurmount 
our ſenſe and reaſon: for wee can not be 
deceived by his wordes, but our ſenſe is 
moſt eaſely deceiued. Sith,therefore, our 
fath is grounded on the word of God, 
revealed to vs by 1eſus Chriſt our Lord, 
ſpeaking by the mouth ofthe Church,as (2)Luc; 
heſaieth humſelfe (2) Qx7 vos audit me 4u- 10, 
&:hethat heareth you heareth me; we 
ought to reccauethe word of faith, prea- 
ched by the true Church, (Þ)not as the (b) ; 
worde of ma, but,as it is truely,the worde 1. Theſ-2, 
ef God; and conſequently, we muſt ac- 


count it a thing moſt certaince,and abſo- 
lutely infallible. 


£ Cap, ITT. 
That this one inf.allible faith neceſſary to 
ſaluation muſt alſo bee entire. 


His one infallible faith , without 
which we can not pleaſe God, muſt 
Rk alſo 
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alſo be entire, whole,& ſoud,in al pointy[wiic 
& itis not ſufficient to beleeue {tedfaſth ded. 
{ome points, misbeleeving or not belee vabl 
ved obſtinately other lome , or any one| tetit 
T he reaſo of this is, becauſe, cuery poinbut: 
ofdoQrin,yea every word,that almighty by G 
God hath revealed, and by his Chut, athe! 
propounded vn'o vs to be belieued,mil tut o 
vnder paine of damnation, be belieuc knov 


Mar.c.16. aS we may gather out of S. Markea when lath, 


Math.:8. ſo gaue in S. Mathew, ſayinge: docete wv WC 


when our Saviour had given chardye n| iflie 
his Diſciples, to preache the goſpellaſ da 
every creature( the w hich chardgeheab] kc 


nes gentes, &c.docentes eo, ſeruare omniaqual pretty 
eumque manaaui vobss , teach all nation} 90 
&c. teachinge the to obſerve all thingy | flere 
w hatſoeuer I haue commaunded you)k #t0y1 
pronounceth indefinitely; Oui non oeb[} 
derit, condemmnabitur; he that ſhall notbe| all 
leeve, ſhall be codemned; not excepting 
or diſtinguiſhing any one pointe of d>| 
Qrine,as needles tobe belieued,or whid 41 
a man might, at his pleaſure, misbelieus /96u 
or doubt of without danger, and thisnt doth 
without reaſon : for not to belieue af] , Sec 
one pointe whatſocuer, which Godb) ſome 
reuealing it,doth reſtific to bee oy wule 
WIUG 
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point which, by his Church, he hath comman. 


-dfaftyIded. vs to belicue, muſt needes be dam-< 
t belesJble,as being anotable iniurie to Gods 
ny one teritie, & a great diſobedi&ce to his will. 
y point ſurall pointes of faith arc thus teſtified 
mighy| by God, 8c commyunded to be belieued, 
"hurch| oberwiſe they be not pointes of faith, 
<d,mif| utof opinion, or ſome other kinde of 
elieuh] mowledge . Therefore all pointes of 
; whenſ fth,mult, vnder paine of damnation, be 
dye nf felieued; beleiued( I fay) cither expreſly 
ſpell wdaQually,as learned men may doe: or 
< heal] phate and virtually as vnlcarned Catho- 
cete av commonly doe : who belecuing ex- 
niaqu| prelly thoſe articles, which every one is 
ations) found particulerly to know, docnotin 
hi tereſt, obſtinatcly doubt, or hold ſome 
no enour againſt the Church, but haue a 
n &-| mnde prepared to ſubmitte themſclues 
not be[ all thinges, to the authority of the 
epting] Curch,(which they are (are is taught 8 
of d| Weed by the {pirit of God) and docin 
whid Fa! hold far yndoubted truth,what- 
lever the Carhobbke or yniuecrſall Church 
his oo doth beleeue., 
ue a0 Secondly, that man which belecuing 
od,by| me points, ſhould deny others; cannot, 
ie, ad Wule he doth thus, hauc one & the ſame 
whid B ij. faith, 
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faith, which other Chriſtians have. Y- 
hee doth not (as Erenans requireth ta tn h,; 
vnity of faith) believe the points of faiſf9** 3 
ina like; butin a different manner fra{putit 
other Chriſtians. T hat is to ſay. Nenhqp&t 
doth hee beleeue all the pointes whidſht® 1 
they doe : neither doth hee beleeve thag'® 
points wherin he doth agree with then $4re 
for the ſame reaſon that they doe, thaſf®#*" 
to ſay. He doth not beleeue thoſe poiniff the 
which hee ſeemeth to belecue precikh nounc 
for that God hath reucaled them, and(ſ944* 
his Church propounded them z for ifh#5* 
did; {1th this reaſon is comon to al pom Go, 
of faith, he ſhould aſſoone beleeue all, F ou 
any one. He hath not,therfore(I ſay) with t 
and the fame faith, which other Chr: 
ans haue, (who notwithſtiding havet which 
true faith.) And fith as S. Leo faid mſſdot 
eſt, fides non eft. Tf it bee not one faith, iti eſe,ant 
no faith at all : It followeth that he, ("7 
beleeueth not entirely al points of fakk y 4 
hath no faith at all : and conſequ itlt 'Vh 
ſith one, that hath no faith, can now! 4 [ 
be ſaued; Itis evident that he,thatbd like: 
uing ſome articles, doth obſtinately « pope 
ny others,cannot be ſaucd. ; - 
Thirdly , to belecuc ſome points! x ; 


{ CIT 


OF FAITH, I! 


IC. Mt - 

k todſaith,and to deny others,or any onezis he- 

of falſe: as to deny all is abſolute Infidelirie. 

r frautitis ſure,cuen out of Scripture, that 
NenhMeretiques ſhall not bee ſaued, no more 

- whidſthen Infidels. For as it is ſaide Q4zn0n cre- Toan. . 
1e that 1am iudicatus eft,he that beleeucth not, 

h thabalready tudged : ſo the Apoſtle Saint 

* thaPalereckoneth hereficc among the works Inthe 


the fleſhz of all which hee doth pro- Greeke 


* pon | | 

Wh nounce. 12: tals agum regnum Det non text, aire? 
| is Cay LP 

andif{uſequentur. Thoſe which doeſuch like Gal.g. 

\r ifftlnges , ſhall notattaine the kingdome 

| pot þ God. 

eall, Fourthly, I may confirme the lame, 


ſay\ovith the teſtimony of the auncient Fa- 
mers. Firſt of S. Athanaſius in his creede, 
\ayefvhich is commonly knowne and appro- 
mſl wed of all. Quicunque ({aith he) vult ſalvus Athanal. 
ith, it eſe,ante omnia opus eſt,vt teneat Catholicam fi- in Sumb. 
he, hf" * quam miſt quiſque integram, mnutol tang; 
f fa ruanerit , ab[que dubjo in eternum peribit. 
uenth VVhoſoeuer will bee ſaued, before all 
no wlings,it is needfull that he hold the Ca- 
t bel blefaich : which vnleſle eucry one doc 
ely (Pe entire and ynuiolate, without doubt Teſte 
Jhecſhallperiſh everlaſtingly. Qui ſunt :n theodo- 
inter 94% Litterss erxditi, (Caith S. Baſill ) ne y- 719119.4- 
Jinn dnrnndgna po es 


8 us munt: 


Nazianz. 


ſanunt : ſed pro iſtius deſenſione, ſi opus eſt,nul 
non mortts genus libenter amplefuntur. Tha 
that are well inſtruted in holy 
doe nor ſuffer one ſillable of diuvined 
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Writte 


Etrine to be betrayed or yeelded yp :bit 


for the defence thereof, if neede bee,dy 
willmgly embrace any kinde of death 
Nthil periculoſius (faith Nazianzen) h# hs 
reticss efſe poteſt, qui cum integre per omni«k 
currant 3, vno tamen verbo, quaſs venem gutth 
veramillam at fimplicem fidem dominicamit 
fi:iunt. Nothing can bee more 
then theſe heret! 
runne vprightly through all thereſt, ye 
with one word,as with a droppe of poj: 
ſon, doe infe that true and lincerefa 
of our Lord. 


_ 
ues, who, whent 


= E—— 


That there muſt be ſome meanes proxaded 
by Almighty God, by which all ſorts of 


A 


CSa3, VV: 


meh may learne, thes faith,whichn 
ſo neceſſary to ſaluation, 


S this one,infallible,8 entirefat 
is neceſſary to ſaluatis,to al ſors 


. men,as well vnlearned,as learned : ſow 


x-Tim.z. mult ſay,tharalmighty God Qs poſe 


—— 


wt hom 


tat ve 


il 


leaſt, 
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2 wt homines ſalu1s fieri, of ad aznitionem vort= 

yt yenire who would haue all men to be 

We; Fi ved, and to come to the knowledge of 

wn [1 hach ( for proofe that this, of his 

1, [part;is a true will) prouided ſome rule or 

'1 | neanes, wherby every manlearn-d, and 

mlearaed,may ſufhciently in all points, 

queſtions or doubts of faith, be infallibly 

uſrufted, what is to bee holden for the 

tuefaith : and that the only cauſe, why 

s wy man miſ{eth of the true faith, 15 c1- 

ther becauſe hee doth notſeeke out, and 

ind this rule & meanes, or hauing found 

thewill not vſe1t,& in all pointes, (ſub- 

{ aitting his owne ſenſe, ſelf-opinion, and 

© af proper Iudgement) obedicntly yeeld al- 

| {nt vnto itz as the nature of divine faith, 

——| id the duety of cuery Chriſtian, bindeth 

hm todo. T his is proued. Becauſe, if Al- — 

-44 | nighty God hath a true will, of his part, , Tim. 4. 

rf | Pieade all men to this happy end of e- 2. Ver. 3. 

ternal ſaluation, (as it may bee plamely uz: lib. 

ved that he hath out of Scripture and - = _ 
thers) hee muſt acedes proutde tnem Rt 

fag ffficient meanes, by which it may at lit. 2. de 

ad aſt, bee poſſible forthem to attaine that vocat 

ſow £1d. For wee neuer ſay, that God hath a 5*"*-<2P- 

{:a-| ilto do any thing, vnleſle he do either s Wk 
[| B 11j. ablo- 


ww 


-- 
— —  — —— 99 AA 


D. Am- 
brol. Ser. 
8.in Pſal. 
118. 
Iren.l.4. 
Cape7 Is 


Lib. de 
vtil.cre- 


dendi 
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abſolutely worke the thing , or atleaſt 
provide meanes ſufficient, by which ni 
poſſible to be done. But vnleſle there bt 
ſuch a rule or meanes prouided, by which 
every one learned & vnlearned, may at 
taine to this one,infallible & entire tor 
of which I haue ſpoken before, there ar 
not ſufficiet meanes prouided, by which 
it is poſſible for all men to come to ſalux 
tion; fith(as I proucd) without that faith, 
it is vnpoſlible for any one,to come toil 
vation. Therefore wee mult needes ſay, 
that Almighty God hath prouidedthi 
rule or meanes,by which euery man, eul 
the moſt vnlearned,may ſufficiently be 
inſtructed in matters of faith. 
To this pen ſaith S. Auſten : $i; 
, promtdentia preſidet rebus humanis,non eſt diſt 
randum,ab codem ipſo Deo aufforitatem alu 
conſtitutam eſſe,qua,velut certo gradu, nitent 
attollamur in Deum, If Gods prouidence 
(faith he) rule and gouerne humanemat 
ters, (as he proueth that he doth)wemy 
notdeſpaire , but that there is a certaine 
auctority, appointed by the ſame God 
vpon which, ſtaying our ſelues,as vppot 
a ſure ſtep, wee may be lifted vpto God 
Saint Lujten therfore doth chaoely 


dence 
e mat- 
emy 
rtaine 
God, 
{or 


ledge 
ſors 
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ſme auRority to be needful,as ameanes 
whereby wee may bee lifted vp to God. 
The which lifting vp to God, 1s firſt be- 

ane by true Faith: and becauſe, this au- 
Konteyia ſo needfull a meanes, he would 
not have vs doubte,butthat God, whoſe 
prouidence ftretcheth it ſelfe to all hu- 
mane matters,hath not failed to prouide 


-| this meanes for vs, it being a principall 


matter,and ſo principall, as vpon which 
(according tothe cod ary Courſe)depe- 
deth the ſ\umme of our ſaluation. We arc 
nottherefore (1 ſay)to doubt, but that al- 
mighty God hath iprouided a meanes, 


whereby Animates homo qui non percipit ea , Coxr.x, 


ſunt Fpiritus Dei , a ſenſuall man who 

ath no vnderſtanding of the divine m1- 

ſeries of faith,may come to know them, 
by a firme and infallible beliefc, 

Onely the queſtion is, what manner of 
thing this meanes muſt bez and where c- 
very man muſt ſeeke and findeit,that ha- 
ung found ithe may (as S. Auften ſpea- 
keth) Ray himſelfe vpon it,as vpon a ſure 
ſeppe, thereby to beelifted vp to a true 
faith,, and by faith to God. The which 
| goon being of ſo great conſequence, 
Wat it being well determined, a mi need 
neuer 
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neuer make more queſtion: in matters of 
faithz 3 will (God willing)in the chapter 
following,endevor to reſolue it,as cleats 
ly as I can. And this I purpole to doyfirl 
by ſetyng downe , what conditions or 
dans 7 this rule of faith muſt haue; 
afterwards by prouing particulerly, that 
neither Scripture alone : nor any naturd 
witte or humane learning : nor private 
ſpirit,can be this rule of faith. And final- 
ly that this rule, which all men maylafely 
and muſtneceſſarily follow,can be no 
ther , but the teaching ot the [4 atholtqn 
Church, . 


Cray, VI. 


What conditions or properties muſt be 
. found in the rule of faith. 


'F His rule, which almighty God hath 

Joouinng, as a {ufficient meanes, to 
direct m&,to the knowledge of true faith, 
neceſlary to ſaluationz muſt have three 
conditions or properties. 

Firſtit muſt be certaine & infalliblejfor 
otherwiſe it cannot be a ſufficient foudas 
tion, whereupon to build faith, which (as 
3s proucd belies) is abſolutely —_— 

lo 


_ 


_ — 
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Secondly itmuſtbee ſuch , as may bee 
tertainely, and plamely knowne , of all 
ſortes ofmen.For if to any ſorte,it could 
not be knowen,or not certainly known, 
itcou'd not be to them a rule or meanes, 
wherby they might dire& themſelues, to 
the certaine knowledge of the true faith. 

Thirdly, itmuſt bee vniuerſall, thatit 
may not only make vs know certainely, 
what 1s the true faith in ſume one, two,or 
moe pointes, but abſolutely in all pointes 
of faith. For otherwiſe it were not a ſufh- 
cient meanes, whereby we may attaine to 
an entire faithywhich integrity of faiths 
neceſſary to ſaluation, in ſuch wile, as 
hath beene declared, and proucd beforc. 


+ uae EL 


That Scripture «lone cavnot bee 
ths rule of fauth. 


O v 7 of theſe former grounds foure 
concluſions. 

The firſt cochſron 18,that Scripture alone, 

cially as itis, by Proteſtants tranſla- 

ted into the Engliſh tongue; cannot bee 

This 
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This I prone. 

Firſt, for that theſe tranſlations failein 
the firſt conditionzthatis to ſay, they are 
not infallible; ( as the rule of faith muſt 
be)for neither were the Scriptures writ- 
ten in this language, immediately by the 
holy Ghoſt : neither were the tranſlators 
aſſiſted by the ſame holy Ghoſt infalli- 
bly. Infallibly (I ſay) thatis,in ſuch ſort, 
as it were vnpollible that they ſhould erre 
1 any point. Sith, therefore, the tranſla- 
tors,as being but men, may erre. (To ſay 
nothing of that which by Gregory Martin 
3s proued : and by the often changes of 
new and variable tranſlations is ſhewed 
that ſome haue erred) how can a man, 
(and eſpecially an vnlearned man, who 
hath not ſufficient meanes, learning, nor 
lerfure to compare the tranſlations with 
the prime authentical original!) how can 
(I fay)ſuch a man be infallibly ſure, that 
this particuler,traſlation, which he hath, 
doth noterre ? & if in ſome places it erre 
how ci he be infallibly ſure, that in thoſe 
places, which doe ſcerhe to fauour that 
{ct, which he followeth,it doth not erre? 
vnleſſe he will admit an vnfallible auRo* 


rity in the Church,to aſſure ys, that ſuch,. 


nd 
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orfuch a tranſlation doth not erre,in any 
point, of which auQority,'I ſhall ſpeake 
more hereafter. 

Secondly,they failein the ſecond con-: 
ditis or property, which therule of faith 
ſhould haue.For the Scriptures theſelues 
alone,in what language ſocuer, bee 0b- 
ſcure,and hard to be vnderſtood, at leaſt 
to vnlearned men, who cinot read themz 
and therefore the Scriptures alone, can- 
not bee, vnto vnlearned men, a ſufficient 
wuleto inſtru them in al points of faithz 
35 is plaine. Forlocke vp an vnlettered 
man,and an Engliſh Bible, for a time in a 
ſuddyzand he will come forth(T warrant 
you) as ignorant in matters of faith, as he 
wentin; if wee adde no other meanes to 
nftrut him, but the bare written Word, 
which he cannot reade. And yet vnlear- 
nedmen may bee ſaved: and :ſaued they 


cannot be, without an entireand vnfalli- 


ble faith : and this they cannot haue, vn- 
leſle there be ſome certaine rule and vn- 
fallible meanes prouided by almightie 
God,meet for the capacity,to teach them 
this faith : and Scripture alone (as is now 
proved) 1s not arule meete for the capa- 
city of ynlearned men, or apte to inſtrut 
them 
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them ſufficiently , in all | Kar of faith, 
But what ſpeake I only of vnlearned me 
fith, alſolcarned men cannot , by on 

reading the ſcriptures, be vnfallibly ſure, 
that they rightly vnderſtand chem. For 
while they vnderſtand one way,perhapy 
they ought to vnderſtand another way: 
that which they vnderſtand plainly and 
litterally,ought o—_ to be vnderſtood 
figuratiuely and myltically; and contra 
ry , that which they vnderſtand figura 
tively , ought perhaps to bee vndeltood 
properly, And ſeeing that it is moſt cer- 
raine,that all do not expound right , fith 
the expoſition of one, 15 contrary to the 
expolition of another; (as right is neuer 
contrary to right)how ſhould one be vn- 
fallibly ſure, Tor hee onely expoundeth 
rightzhauing nothing to aſſure him; but | 
the ſeeming of his owne ſenſe & reaſon, 
whichis as vncertaine and fallible,as the 
iudgments and perſuaſions of other men, 
who ſeeme to theſelues,to haue attained, 
as well as he, the right interpretation of 
ſenſe. Moreover there be many thingsre 
quired to the perfe& vnderſtanding df 
Scripture , which are found butin vert 


few : and thoſe allo in whom thoſe gifts 
are, 
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me, arenot vnfallibly ſure, that they are 
ſoguided by thoſe giftes, but that, both 
they and others _ prudently doubte, 
leaſt ſometimes, in their private expoſiti- 
ons,as men,they erre. And conſequent« 
ly, their private expolitions cannot bee 

at rule of faith , which wee ſeeke for, 
which muſt on the one ſide bee determi- 
nately and plainely vnderſtood : and on 
the other ſide,it muſt bee vnfallible, cer- 
tane,and ſuch as cannot erre. 

Thirdly, they faile in the third condi- 
ton. For the Scriptures are not ſo vniver- 
fal,as the rule of taith had need to be. For 
thisrule ought to be ſo vniverſall, thatic 
may be able, abſolutely to relolue & de- 
termine all doubtes & queſtions of faith, 
which either haue bin, or may hereafter 


beein controuerfiez for otherwiſe there 


were not ſutficient meanes prouided, by 
which,(chiſine and hereſtes might bee a- 
wided:wnity of faith, (ſo neceſlary to ſal- 
uwtis) might be conſerued among Chri- .. 
ſtanmen.But the Scriptures beenotthus 
miverfall.For there bee diuers queſtions 
ordoubtes,moued now a daies,and thoſe 
ao touching very ſubſtantiall matters, 
which are not expreſlely ſet downe, nor 
deter- 
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determined,by onely expreſle Scripture) | 


For where haue we any cxpreſle pow 


ture,to proue, that all thoſe , and on 


batCl 
"ori! 
Inſt C 


thoſe bookes which Catholikes or Pro» Wilt th 


teſtants holde for Scripture, or indeede 
Gods word,and true Scripture ? this wee 
ſhall not finde expreſlely ſet downe in aþ 


part of Scripture. This point, therefore, 


chath 


Iofhis w 


14 C 


whis d 


whereupon dependcth the certainety, of ſuper] 


- 


eucry point, prouecd out of Scripture, 
not be made certaine to our knowledge, 
or beliefezvnleſſe we admitte ſorne other 
Infalliblerule, or auRority, whereupon 
wee may ground an vnfallible beliefs 
which infallible rule if we admitte, toab 


ſure vs,that there 1s, at all, any Scripture: Jfy 


and that thoſe bookes,and no other bee 
Canonicall Scripturez why ſhould wee not 


admitte theſameto aſſure vs vnfalliblie, 


which is the true ſenſe and meaning of 

the ſame Scripture. Hereupon S. Auja 

Lib. de faith very well Cur non apud cos diligentiſie 
hs 4 8 wo , me requiram,quid Chriſius praceperit , quorun 
eee! 2 autroritate commotus, C bri(tum aliqui Practs 
piſſe iam credidi 9 Tunemihi meligs expoſiimru 
es,quidille dixerit © &c. Why ſhould Int 
moſt diligently aske, orlearne of thoſe, 
(hee meaneth ofthe Catholike Cay 
y hat 


cap. 4. 


de 


nthee, 
Cathol 
(nd th 
learne « 


Sture!(lar Chiiſt h 


Yo 
anch 


OF FAITH. 2; 
ath commanded, by whoſe 


Rority I was moued to beleeuc, that 
nſt comanded any thing at all 2 what 


Pros Filt thou expound vnto me better, what 


lerde 


$ wee 


ina 


fore, 
ty, of 
e, Che 


hath aide ? thats to ſay,the meaning 


Ifhis words. Que (ſaith hee) :ftat.anta de. Ihidemn, 


tu eft, illis crede Chriſto efſe credendum,c7 
whis dice, quid ille dixerit Y multo facilius 
wh perſuaderem , Chriſto non eſſe credendym : 
yumde illo quidquam nſt ab 11per quos et cre- 
bdſm, F705 What a madnes is this 
nthee,to ſay, beleeue them (to witte the 
(atholikes) that we muſt belecue Chriſt 
lnd ther Scriptures to bee his word) yet 
kame of vs, what Chriſt ſaid ? (thats to 


t'Yfy what is the meaning of his word) I 


25 


hould(ſaith $. Auſten) much more eafily 
_ my ſ{elt,chat I ought not to be- 


{ikeve Chriſt at all,then that I muſt learne 


ay thing,cocerning him, of any, except 
ofthoſe,of whom I haue already learned 
tobelecue in him. 

Thus T have proued,that thoſe engliſh 
tanſlations, wherupon Proteſtants com- 
monly build their faith, cannot be a ſufh- 
dentrule of true Chriſtian faith. Firſt be- 
aule they are not infallibly free from 
frour.Secondly,for that all men cannot 
Cj reads 
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reads therty neither can any by only radia { 
din? , bee ſure.to attae the right ſenklgd to 
vathour which. to have the wordes fre d 
Scripture,is tro have them.as Auſten (anllh pro 
ad fprriemgron id ſalntem tor a ſhew ,butray the 
toſaluation La{tly for thac all pointcs g 04re 
doGrine,which.appertaine to true Chuſſfhci 
ftianfaith,arenorexprelly .ſct downeuſ — 
Auz. |.5. Seripture,as,belide my proofe, S. Auf 


- _ S. Baſal,and Epiphanius doe afhiime. Son 7h 
cap.2z, of which reafos have alſoforceto prou 
B-fil. ib. thatSeripture alone, in what languy 
dc OP.  ſoeuer, 1-notafitte meanes, to inſtuſy H 


"ag ſufhciently,a} ſorts of men 1n al matimaſ 1 of 
hzr.6:, offaith.Wherefore I may abſolutely 6h 

tlude,that.s cri pture alone catnot be that nh Ct 

of farth,wl1ch we ſeeke for. [potanf 

: SomeobieRt againſt this cocluſiongiat] ofGod 

place of S.Pau!,Onmis Scriptura deuinituwl yr on 

grom___ et ad docecam cv perfettwhk 

20 fc. But this place proueth _—_ Pee; 

againſt chatwhicu 1 have ſaid. Foritfudlyeyer | 

not,that Scripture alone 15 ſutficient ti heal]; 

inftri:6& a man ro perteion, butthatWhnathe 

profitable tor this purpoſe,as 1t18 indeed] þ if 

& the rather,becaule,it commendethwhlhle f; 

to'vs the auGority of the Church, whid] Thy 

(as Idhallairerwards prouc) is ub Wever 
of] 


@f PAITH, " 
ily ze ow it is certaine, that to bee 7 Load as 
It " lid to bee of it ſelfe alone ſufficienc, bee 
des. off ine different | chings. Stones & Timber 
oy al tofitable to thel building of an houſe; 

utnaſyerthey alone, without a worke-man to 
my Ilayare them, & ſet them in order, bee nor 


» Chulif cient for this purpoſe. 
whe uf — ! oy 


Cnay. V III. 


' Thatnanaturall witte or learmng can 


betherule of faith, 


PHE Secand Concluſion is, that no 

one mans naturall watte & leaming 

ely 6 Kh any company of men neuer {0 
» «\k , (only as they are learned men, 
[pm albly aſf1 by the holy Spirit 
ng] oGod)can,cither by.interpreting Scrip- 

_> {or otherwiſe,be this rule of faith. 
That I prone. 

oa Becauſe all this wit and learning, be ir 
r ſo,exquiſite or rare, is humanc,na- 

ent 8hcall,apd fallible ; atid thereforcir Can= 
"_ at ſufficient foundation, whereu Vi 
Fo aglivine, ſupernatural,and infal- 


wn Belt reaſon Icofirme. Becauſe, what- 


0] keyer a map,never ſo witty and learned 
Non C ij. pro- 
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propoundeth to others, to bee belee 1nd 
vpon the only credit of his word, wit This 
humane ftudy and learning 3 it can hare 
no morecertainety,then is this i:1s word able 
wit,and learning.But theſe being alln ely th 
ttirall and humane: are ſubicRt to erronfyc ſen 
and d eceip t. For Omm15 homo mendaxthe nded 
15no man, but he may,both deceive, aur 0 
be deceiued ; and may (if hee have noofþ, a Gf 
ther helpe,but of nature,& induſtry)botge.11it 
be decetved,in thinking, that to be Gollhich 
word, which 15 not: or that to be thetng{. int; 
meaning,and ſenſe of Gods word, whidgy g;{ 
1s not: & may allo deceiuc others,whild but no 
being to confident of his wit & learninghherr n 
hee preſumeth to teach others , thelel fllibly 
erronious opinions. T hertore the belifyth 
which ſhall be builte vppon ſuch a mayygrq ] 
word.and teaching, is,or may bee afalf{, 4, 
beiicfe;and alwaies is vncertaine andihmryre 
lible; and therefore can neuer beea Lord, 
diuine and Chriſtian faith, which alway 
1s molt certaine and infallible. And tWyhich 
which I have ſaid of the wit and fearnwhyr th, 
of one particuler man ; may alſo beekngw! 
plied, ro proue againlt the witr and lat mare; 
ning of any cor:,.pany of meri, having! oma 
aſliſtance,butther owne naturall gilt tom; 


$ 
Ty 
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lee 1 induſtrie of ſtudie or reading. - 

Wit This lamerealon I cofhrme yet againe 
n hagre ſtrongly.For the rule of faith, muſt 
S Word. 2ble to propole' to vs vnfallibly, not 
alnggely the letters & ſeeming ſenſe. but the 
ertolltfie ſenſe of Gods word, & the ſenſe in- 
x thakded by the holy Spirit of God,the au- 
1c, Your of thi: v6 otherwiſe it cannot 
£ 200 2 (afficient meanes,to breede in vs, an 
'y)bottpfallible, Chriſtian faith , and beliefe, 
© Lalhich is only grounded, yppon the true 
the tngk: inteded ly almighty God, the prime 
whe firlt verity, , the i{peaker ot this word. 
wall no mi,nor no copany of men,can by 
arternaturall witte and learning,tell vn- 


nelel libly,what (eſpecially in all points of 
belieffath ) is the true intended ſenſe of Gods 
a MWfyord. For as S. Pa ſaith Qurs grout [cn- 1-Cor: 2. 
e all fon comin; ? who hath knowen,,to wit, by 
ndWmnturearte;or learning) the {enle oi our _ 
catmord. One Dei ſrt farth:the ſaine S. Paul } ISidem. 
alw Kmo cog not 473/1 ſjuritus Des thoſe thinges 
nd ti Frh areofGod,no man hath knowen, 
Aru bitthe ſpirit of God. And therefore that 
beea| bowledze which himſclfe had of diuine 
d ler Matters,came not.fiom any naturall witt 
102M oman, but (as hee Laincly /affirmeth) 
et from the ſpirit of Gof nabts rewel4uit Deus Tbidem: 
aud % C Us pr 
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per ſpirigum ſun, God hath teuealed yinh- 
vs, (faithHhe)by his ſpirit. Therefore yWFirl 
may well conclude. Th no one than, injwege! 
company of men,(withoat the afiiftenth of Gul f 
fpirit)can,erber by interpreting Scriptire, atwhoſc 
therwiſe,be the yule of faith,” "JItary t 
Hence Iinferre that thoſe, who, ſ{tolik 
matters of faith,rcl1e wholy, cithtt vpaſoatiz 
their owne private opini6'or indgment| "Sec 
ofthe ſenſc and meaning of. Seripiats Hl allibl 
vpon thelcarning and indgefment of git, a 
thers,who are but men, tiot infallibly #|my 
ſiſted by the holy Ghoſt, notby himyn 
fallibly preſerved from err6pr; (as that 
or rather all Prateſtants do) thoſe(I fayjrivat 
cannot have diuine and Chriſtian farh|mn h 
but only fallible opinis, & humanefai 


CHap, IX. nScr 
That a priuate fjrit cannot bee | iy pay 
the rule of faith. there-; 


HE Third Concluſion is, that io pr ade 
uate man,who perſwadeth himlelf 

to be fingulerly inftruRed by the Spitih] Nuſte 

can bethis rule offgith z eſpecially toy] tome 

forth, as hee beleeuethor teachethjeow | Yet hi 

trary to the rectiued dodrine of the Ci] wnelt 

tholique Church, J 


OF FAITH, ty 
Thes I prone. * | 


ed vinh 


orewiel/Firſt, becauſe S, Pawle faith 57 quis vebie (, | . 


n, thee yanerit, pr ater 1d puod acceprfits, Ana. 
of Gilfiemefit. Pronovncing OP: thag, 
ie, whoſoever teacherh or preachetHy, 
"Atwy to the received doctrine of the Ca: + 
ho, Milike Church,fhould beheld Anithe- 
tt rpolnatized or accurſed. - ef 
ement] 'Secondly,the rule of faith, muſt be3n- 
[nw Hallible, ptainely knowne to all fortes of 
it of (tin, and vniuerfall; chat is ro ſay,ſuch,as 
bly [my ſufficiently inſtru@&-all men, 5A all 
im vi offaith, wthortr danger oferror. 
$ thay} (As hach beene proved before.) Bur this 
(I fa} private ſpirit is not ſuch. For, firſt, that 
th Man himſelfe.c annot be 'vnfyJlibly ſure, 
| dithe in/particuler is eaughtby rheholy 
pirig. For neither is there any prom.ſe 
"Scripture;to afture refallibly, that hee 
f 1 particuler'ts thes 44ught £ nenther is 
bereaty other fifficierit reafon-to-per- 
off made the Txme. For filppoſe hee bwue 
| ficli extraordinary motions, feelings or 
Spit] Vuſtrations, which, ke thinketh, cannot 
 tof| ome of himiſelfe , butfrom ſome Spirit; 
1,00] Yet hee carinot in reafon ſtraight wa'es 
[- ( wnelude;that he is this moued & tawghe 
*] bythe Spirite of God. For ſure it is, that 
- C 11. cucry 


Cans 


2-Cot-11 Yea ſometimes 1p/a Sathanas transfigura; 


£-lohn 4. 
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every ſpirit,is not the Spirit of God. Ay 
there 15 the Spirit of truth : ſo there is; 
{ſpirit of errour. As there is an Angellyf 
light: ſothere is a prince. of darkenelle 


in Angelum lucis, Sathan himſelfe, dog 
transfigure himſelfe, into an Angell o 
light. Wherfore he had neede very care 
fully to put in'practiſe,the aduiſe of Sain 
lohn who ſaith. Notte credere omni Spintui, 
ſed probate ſpiritus,ſ1 ex Deo ſmnt, Doe nothe 
leeve every ſpirit, but proue or try then, 
whether they be of God or noe. Neit 
doth it ſeeme ſufficient, that a privatemi 
try them, onely by his owne 1udgement 
or by thoſe motions, feelinges or illumi 
nations, w Mich, in his private conceipts 
are confirmable to Scripture; becauſed 
tus trial is very vncertaine,and ſubieftt 
errourz by reaſon that our owne iudge- 
ment (eſpecially in our owne matters) 
very cahly deceaued 3 and that Satha 
can {o' cunningly couer himfeltevnde 
the ſhape of a.good Angell; & ſo colout 
his wicked deſjgnements with pretcal 
of 200d; and ſo guild his darke & groll 
errours , with the gliſtering light oftis 
words, and ſegqung ſculgot ” 
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that bardly, or not at all, he ſhalbe per- 
ceived. Wherefore the ſafeſt way were to 
try theſe ſpiritts,by the touchſtone, of the 
true-Paſtours of the Catholique Church, 

who way lay with S Paul, n0n 19110) A1MuS 2.Cor. t+ 
ogitattones Sathane,we are notignorant of 
thecogitations of Sathanz and who may 

afo-fay with S. lohn. Nos ex Deo ſumns; qus John 4 
wit Deum auait nos : que nen eſt ex Deo, non 

anis nos. In hoc cogneſci mus ſpiritum verit atts, 
&.tþiritum errors. We are of God ; he that 
knoweth God heareth vs : he that is not 

efGod , dothnot heare vs. In this wee 

know the Spirit of truth, and the ſpirit of 

etrour. Now, if any will not admitte this 

manner of trying, and diſcerning the {pt- 

rtof truth, from the ſpirit oferrour, but 
will-cruſt their owne 1udgement alone,in 

this matter; fearethey may iultly, nay, 

nther they may be ſure (as Caſ#an ſaith) Collar. 
thatthey ſhal worſhip in their thoughts, $1.6 11» 
the angell of darkenes, forthe Angell of 

lght, to their 'excceding great harme. 

And,at leaſt, howſoeuer their private af- 

fegtion and felte-loue encline them to 

thnke well of themlelues, & of that {p1- 
'nte,-which they permitte to ceach them 

thoſe inguler points of new and ſtrange 
ul docirme ? 
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doQrine: yet ſurcitis,that thistheir per. 


ſwaſton of the goodnes of their ſpirit, ig 
notinfallible,as the rule of fanth mult by 


fith divers, now adaies, perſwade thems: 


feluesin the fame maner to be taughtby 
the holy Spiritz & yct (one of them teas 
ching againſt another) it 1s not pollble, 
that all, that thus perſwade themlſclugs, 
ſhould bee raught by this fpiritz ich this 
Spiritdoth neuer teach cotrary touticlte, 
And therefore ſome,in this their pertwas 
fion,muſt needes be deceadued. And thers 
fore who, hauingno tcftumony oteulilit 
miracle,or ſome other vyndoubted'prook, 
dare arrogantly affirme, that he onely1y 
not deceaued; eſpecially an ſuchſorte,a 
to condemne all other , and to propole 
himſelfe to humſelfe & others, as the ons 
ly ſufficient rule of faith, conſidering that 
others, who preſume, & per{wade them 
ſelues altogither inlike manner are, i 
this theirperſwafion,deceaued. 

But ſuppoſe one could afſure himlſelfe, 
that he were taught by Gods Spirite ut- 
mediately, what is the true faith inal 
ponntes,in ſuch ſort,that he could erren 
none, (as 1t1s not. the manner ofalm1 
God, to teach men immediately by — 


ES E884 4- 


FSPESS 


OF fafrh. JJ 
{fe done, or by in Angell z but rather 


&the Scripfure telleth vs fides ex antt®. hom. 106. 


Faith is bredde iti vs by heariiig : and is 


to bee requiteder ofe Sarryvbris aut of the Mal. s. 


tovuth of the Prieſt : arid is t6 be learned 
$fPaſtors and DoRors,whoth God hath 
| —_—_ in his Chureh, of putpoſe; ts 
alftrudt vs, and cotitmne vs ii the #acife 
Aith) but ſappoſe (Tay) that one could 
aſytedly pertwade himfelfe,to be nnme< 
diately favslit 6f God, whiatis thc tif 
Hall poirites. How ſhould hee, without 
rtimony ofritiracle,ciue aſfurarice to ©- 
thers, that hee is thus rauglit ? eſpec jallie 
which hee teacherh quiteeontrary to rhe 
Caholike Churth, which by plaitie pro< 
biſes and teftifotijes of Stripture ; vVes 
know to be tau#ht of God. 
"-Pertiaps Heanth alledge that $entrall 


þrorhifſe of Feti ptiite Ornic gmt petit actipit Marth, » 


Wing ther therby, thi every one that 
ptiyeth for ny thing”, recdiuerhity and 
Git he hart earnetily prayed For the fp 
therefore Metiſt need havenr. But 
Hits fpotimeit;we indy etfrly anſweres 
at this proiniſc of out Saniout, is norſo 
Wiverſally tobe vhderftood , as though 
("ety 686 thar prayeth for « thing, ſhall 


111 


facobi 4: 
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infallibly obtaine it, without any cond:- 
tion (at leaſt inthe manner of praying) 
required of our part. For we reade, euen 
in Scripture petitzs & non accipitts eo quod, 
male petatis. Y ou aske or pray and receive 
not (the thing requeſted ) becauſe you 
aske amille. By which place wee learne, 
thatto obtaine any thing by prayer, re- 
uireth a condition of praying wel, orin; 
fch ſorte,as 1sfitz the which condition, 
doth (as learned men obſerue ) includg 
many circumſtances,for fault of the due 
obſeruance whereof, it may and doth of- 
ten happen, that our prayer isnot well 
made,nor in ſuch ſort as 1s fitz and is cons 
ſequently fruſtrate of the ethcacy ,which 
otherwiſe by the promiſe of our Sauiour 
it ſhould have had . Now theſe circum; 
ſtances being many, and divers of them 

very inward, it is not very eafie. For an 
man,to be abſolutely ſure, that hee hath 
obſerued them,in ſuch ſort,as.is fit; and 
therefore he cannot bee abſolutely ſure, 
that his praier hath taken cffeQyz & there- 

fore itis no ſufficient proofe, whereb 

one may perſwade others, that hee ha 
the Spirit of God, to ſay, hee hath prayed 
fort ; eſpecially coſidering,that we mg 
c 
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finde very many moſt contray, in religi- 
on,oneto another, who notwithſtanding 
will ſay,that they daily pray for the ſpi- 
fit; and I doubt not, but many of them in 
ſome ſort, yea carneſtly,after their man- 
ner, doe pray for it; yetſure1tis that all 
theſe ( being thus contrary ) haue it not. 
How ſhal we then be aſſured, that this or 
that man, who, preſuming vpon the aſli- 
ſtance of this ſpiritt, (which he thinketh 
he hath obtained by prayer) ſetteth a 
broache a ſingular and new inutted do- 
Grine, how ſhall we be ſure (Ifay) that 
ſuch a mi hath the ſpiritt of God indeed? 
Some will perchance ſaye, that we may 
fafely beleeue them, becauſe, they preach 
nothing but pure Scripture, while as for 
every pointe of their doftrine, they cite 
ſtill ſentences of Scripture. But this an« 
ſnere will not ſerue. Firſt, becauſe, for & 
in the name of ſcripture, they bring forth 
their falſe & corrupt tranſlations, which 
dodiffer, in ſome places,cuen in wordes, 
from! crue ſcripture, Secondly,ſuppoſing 
tharthey did alwaies cite the true wordes 
of ſcripture, yet they may eaſily applye 
them to a wronge ſenſe or meaninge; to 
yittto that, which they falſcly imagine, 
| (being 


Lib. z. de 
" bapr.& nd | 
donauft, £2i8 {acrqments & verbs librorum (ants 


cap.19. xm: a cargall and ſenſ'al minde(ſych 


Ep.22 2. 
& Tra 
18.1n lo 
2nc3- 


" deutur [cft,vi , rum ſuos ſeGentar erroxes. Al 


nothing þut pure Scripture, whe indeed, 
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(bcing ſedyced by their own appetite, 
by their own former error , to be the trig 
ſcnſc. For as S.4uften ſaieth: Ad Imayiny 
phantaſmatum (uarum tcarnulis anime co 


heretzques are nat without ith herefex 
ſe}fe.is accounted, by S. Payle a workedf 
the fleſh) doth convert or turne all the 
milteries and words of haly bookes, Ne 
go his owne umaginations & phantaſies, 
Whereupon it com:neth to palle, that, a 
the ſame S. Auſter ſauth. Omnes bgreticy, gu 
in autharitate $aiptur as rcompunty/pſcas ily ye 


herenckes-that receiue and admitte ghe 
authority of the Scriptyres,ſceme tot 

ſelyes:to-tollow the only$criptures,y 

they follow ther owne errours. Anda 
they may ſeemetothgmlelues, to folloy 
an«ly the Scriptures , when they folloy 
their owne .crrours : {o they may ſeemp 
(«ipecially.to che {imple met ar t0 
thoſe,who, being ſedyced 6. cm whey 
ly build their beliefe ypon the' to preack 


they preach their. owne erronio.1s opigly 
ons,colqured and painted with words of 
Scripturej 


Y words of Scripture 3 yea the Diuell him- 
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Fcripture; as it 15 the manner of everic 
(e& maiſter, to confirme his errour, with 
ſcife doth ſometime, for his purpoſe, al- Marth. 4." 
ledge wordsof Scripture. 
Wherefore,thereis no reaſon, wherby 
wee may bee aflured,that ſuch men haye 
the Spirit of God : but we may finde ma- 
ny reaſons to conuince that they haue 
not this Spirit. And to omitte, for breuity 
fake, the iecking out of any other; cuen 
the ſingularity or priuatenes of their ſp1- 
tit, is iufhcient not onely to moue vs to 
lulpeR ir,but alſo to condemne it, and to 
aſſure vs, thatit cannot bee the Spirit of 
truth as 4s very well ignified by S. Av, ,, _, 
ne 3 who ſaith, Veritas twa, Domine, nec Conf n 
mea eft nec ellzws, ed omnium, quos ad erus come cap. 5, 
mumonem publice vocas 5 terribiliter admonens 
wo,ne eam habere velumus privatam , ne privie= 
Wo 04, Nam quiſquss id,qued tw,ad frumdum, 
onuebu's propomus,f proprie vendicat, CG [num 
ie w#lt,quod ownrum eſt a communi propeliuur 
« ſue,;d eſt, 4 veritate ad mendacium, Thy 
tuth (O Lord) is neither proper to mee, 
nor him, but common to all, whom thou 
Colt publiquely call to the common par- 
g of itz ,warmng vs terribly to take 
hecde, 
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heede,that wee will not have it privatets 
our lelfe, leaſt we be deprived of it . For 
whoſoeuer doth challenge that to him- 
ſelfe priuately, which thou doſt propoſe 

ubliquely to be enioyed of all, and will 
ac that his owne, which 15 common to 
all, he 1s drtnen from the common to this 
owne.thatis to ſay from the truth to alie. 


by Caap. + A 


That the dv{trine and teaching of the trut 
Chm< , is therule of fatth. 


HE fourth Concluſion 1s, that, this in- 

fallible rule, which every one ought 

to follow,in all points of faith is the Do- 

rine and teaching of the true Church, 

or copany of the true faithfull of Chrift, 
This I prone by this reaſon. 

Tfour Saujour Chriſt hath promiſed to 
any copanic of men,the preſence of him- 
ſelfc;and the aſſiſtance of his holy ſpintt, 
of purpoſe,toinſtrutte, & teach them all 
trueth:g1uing withall peculiar charge & 
commiſſion to rhem), to teache all nati6s, 
and to preache to every creature: giving 
alſo warrant to all, that they may ſafely 
hearc them; Sung alſo commandement, 

48 whe: 
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hereby he bindeth all, to doe, in all 


linges, according to their ſaying: and 
kreatning greatly thoſe , who will not- 
keareand belecue them: then certainely 
hedofrine & teaching of theſe men,is, 
nall pointes,moſt true and infallible; & 
ich,as,(1f the other conditions, required 
ntherule of faith, be not, (as they are 
wt.) wanting) may well be propoſed to 
ilſortes,as an aſſured ground, whereups 
teymay ſafely build an intallible Chri- 
fa faith. For looke what our Sauiour 
(nf hath promiſed mult needes be per- 
vrmed : and whatſoever he warranteth, 
ncommandeth, may ſafely, & without 


anger of errour be done;nay mull ofne- 


ﬀty be done;eſpecially,whe he threat- 
ieth thoſe , and will not doe it: and con- 
quently if he haue promiſed, to ſende 
lsholy ſpirit , to ck any company of 
ren, all trueth: it is not to be doubted, 
butthat he ſendeth this his holy ſpirir, 
nd by it teacheth them all trueth); & ſith 
lteteaching of this ſpirit is vnfallible, 
wearenot to doubt, but that this compa- 
I9.s,n all pointes, infal$bly caught the 
tueth. Ifalſo the ſame out Saviour gaue 
ſarrant, and commandement, that they 


D }. ſhould 


40 A TREATISE 


ſhould teach vs , & that we ſhould heayſway vi 
them,and doe1n all thinyes,accordingyſnen, 
their ſaying: we may notlikwiſe doubt[(ffait! 
but that they ſhall te able to teache, al The 
ſortes of men, in all pointes, the infallibkIkaue fi 
trueth;and that all fortes of men,may, fhwiſc: 
they will, learne of that comutttl ations 
in all pointes, is the infallible trueth. Fuſwtill « 
otherwiſe by this generall commaunds[yorde 
ment of hearing them, and doing accorſ{nce c 
ding to their ſaying,we ſhould be boid[heth 
ſometime, to heare & belecue an vntuttÞyhilet 
andto doe that, which were not vprigit|{es 
and good: which without blaſphemy #Iwehau 
Chriſt his veritie & goodnes can no wad, to} 
be thought. dtumd 
Butſoitis,that Chriſt our Sauiour hats, þ1 
in holy Scripture prommſed, g1uen commi-|ther,an 
fron, warranted , comm aunded, and threatenl| ite,th 
in manner aforeſaide. maine 
T herefore we can not doubt, but thſhu) for 
their is a certaine company (the whichs|ld, )+ 
called the true Church of Chriſt) whid|would | 
both is, in all pointes of faith, infallibſ[nong, 
taught,by the ply ſpirit; and 1s likewaie pg 
to teach all ſoxtes of men, 1n all points, {; 
of faith, what is the infallible trueth: 2Þ,th 
therefore the teaching of this compani|inde j 
mia} 


OF FAITH. At 
| heaymay well be aſſigned,and propoſed to all 
lingt|wen, as an vadoubted, ſufficient rule 
doubt loffaith. 


che,al] The promiſe of our Saujour Chriſt we 


allibkJſave firſt in che Goſpell of S. Mathew: ego Mar.c.z8 


may, Mhwbiſcuns ſur ommb us diebus,vſque ad coſum- 
ul petionen lt eculi:T am with you,al the dates 
th. Falwmrill the ende of the world : in which 
wnde[yordes is promiſed the continuall pre= 
accot{{nce of Chriſt himſelſe, (who 1s ver:tas the 
boid|meth it ſe!fe)with his Caurchz not for a 
ntruttÞylule then,or for a while now; but, all the 
prigit| ger watzll the end of the world . Secondly 
wy t|xchaue an other promiſe in the goſpell 


0 Waſ|dfS. lobn: Ego rogabo patrem &f altum pard- Toan. 14. 


dum debit vobrs vt maneat vobiſcumin &tere 
Ir bat w, Prem veritats. I will aske my fa- 
ommi-[ther,and he will giue you an other para- 
eaten ite.the ſpicit of trueth, that he may re- 

tine with you(not only for 600.yeares, 
ut tht] ur) for. ever. And againe (in the ſame S$. 
hics]{.)to ſhew vs, for what purpoſe he 
whidſyould haue his holy Spirite remaine a- 


allf{nong.vs for cucr he ſaith, Paraclitus qua Toan. 14. 


kew ae pater in nomine meo , ille vos docebit om- 
onte[ a, & [ug geret vob gs omnia, quacunque dixcro 
h: Þu#,the paraclite, hom my Father will 
pansJnde in my name, ſhall teach you all 

maſ D ij. things, 
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things,& ſhal put you in mind of althingſſulike 

T9an. 16. whatſoeuer I thall ſay vnto you. Anda4ypen 

oaine Cum venerit iile ſpiritus veritates, decebylebut | 

v5 one veritate, Whe that ſpirit of truthſisplac 

2 ſhall come, hee ſhall reach you all truthhukem 

The charge and commiſſion 1s plaingbich t 

Math.2% 1n S. MMarhow cuntes docete omnes gentes,Got he 11 

ing teach all nations. And in S. Mekſ{the c 

Mar.16. ones in mundim vniuerſum predicate Emaeaeenr, 

glium omnt creaturs.Going into the whoklaw do 

world preach the Goſpell to cuery cresſwle, v 

ture. hat ou1 

The warrant we hauec in S Luke Qumibgiue: 

audit, me audit, Hee that heareth youhealus new 

reth mee. By which wordes appearcth|qn,and 

Jainely , that our Sauiour Chriſt would li on 

bn vs to heare and give credit to hw|tteold 

Churchnoleſle then to himſclfe. hoald, 

The commandemet is expreſſed ind{acient 

Math.2 3. 44thew, Super C athedram Moy/i | ederit Sar dee | 

be & Phariſai. Onmia erg9 quacumey dixert|Law; a 

vob 's ſerrate & facite, T he Scribes & Pheſthus In 

riſies hane fitten vpon the chaire of il 

ſes. All things thertore, whatſoeuer theſſCabear, 

ſhall ſay vnto you, obſerue and doe. Ou\temps 

of which words we may gather,thatwt KG 41 

are bound,in all pointes,to do according] #ns,Do: 

to the doctrine of the Prelates of = wt, fac 
| thous - 


Luc.10, 
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thingſulike Church, yea, although it ſhould. 


Andaypen , that their lives werenot lauda- 
 deceliÞie but bad. For although our Sauiour,in 
f truthÞþisplace, doth only in expreſle wordes, 
| truthuke mention of the chaire of 2o/es, in 
plaingbich the Prieſts ofthe old Law did fir : 
es.Goqtheis to be vnderltood,to (peake alſo 
 Meiyf=the chaire of S. Peter, his owne Vices, 
* EwaeIarenr, 1n which the Pricſtes of the new 
whokſlaw doe ſucceed. And this 4 frriori bee 
y crevſauſe, we haue greater reaſon to thinke, 
tat our Sauiour intcded,in his doctrme, 
Qumſbgiucrules to the Prieſts and people of 
hes new Law, which was preſently to be- 
earcth|an.and to continue till the worldes end, 
would|then only to. giue documents to thoſe of 
to kuſticold Law,conſidering he knew,thatit 
hoald, ſo ſhortly ceaſe. Wherefore the 

din$acient fathers do vnderltand, that place 
«tSmv bee meant of the Prieſtes of the new. 
6xmi[law; and namely S, Augrſtine who ſaith 
& Phe[thus In 5/1192 or dincn E piſcoparitms qut ducitur Epilt.16 5, 
of Moipþpetroad Anaſtsſuum , qui nunc in eadem 
er they(abedra ſeder,etiamſe qui[quam traditar per il- 
e, Out lnempora,[ubrep ſ-t, nubal pred caret Eccle- 
at eſſe, & innocentcbus Cbriſtianis ,, quibus prout= 
ording&n;, Downi9195 it, de preprſutes. malts 3 que di- 
he Cr]an;facite ; que factunt, fecere nolite, Into 
tholil - D it. that 


Loc 10. 


Math. 12. 


Marx. 16. 
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that order of Biſhoppes which is derivedwb 
from S. Peter himſelf vnto Anaſtaſius, whohecon 
now fitteth = the ſame chairzalthough| Thu 
{ome traytor had crept in, in thoſe timegromil 
he ſhould nothing hurt the Church andþþeſen« 
the innocent Chriſtians, for whome, ourſptto t: 
Lord providing , faith of enill Prelatg;ffollc 
what they ſay,doz what they do,do not ſth. | 
The threates we may zather. Firſtoyfad co! 

of S. Luke when our Saviour ſaith, 21nd 
ſpernit , me ſpernit. Hee that deſpiſeth you 1,10 a 
deſpiſeth me. Signifying,that look whatſig to 
finne it were,not to heare, but to deſpiſe -_ 
our Sauiour. Chriſt himſelfe, that wee(hurcl 
ſhould account jit the ſame, to deſpiſe, &ſfath,ar 
not to giue care, and credit, to the Catho-ſ{lmati 
like Church. Infinuating therby, thatthe|tuth; ; 
like puniſhment is to be expedted, forthe {this 
ſaide contempte. Secondly in S. Matky| Wor 
the ſame our Sautour expreſlely ſaithj$ is Ch 
Eccleſiam non audierit, ſit x,y ficut Ethnica 1% . |] 
publicanus, If he wil notheare the Churd |Worth! 
let him be to theelike an Ethnicke andi [imbr re 
Publican. Finally, in S. Marke after hee [#1 
had ginen charge & comiſſion to preath [#rum 
the Goſpell to euery creature, hee pro- [/"Ptur- 
novunceth this threate to thoſe that will |*t## h, 
not belecue ſaying Qui non crediderit ew-Uconſy 

mnaoie | 
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lerinvedmbitur hee that will not belecue ſhall 
vs, whoecondemned. 

Hough| Thus you ſee our Saujour Chriſt hath 
times roniiſed ro his Church, the continuall 
ch andhpeſence of himſelfe and of his holy Spi- 
ne, ourfitto teach that copany 111 truth. Wher- 
relats followeth that it is infallibly taught al 
lo norfnth. Moreover, hee hath gjuen _ 
irtowfad commiſſion co thar Church, to teach 
wand hath warranted,and commanded 
 you;%.00 all _—_ heare and do, accor- 
« whatſing to the laying of this Church which 
leſpiſepoveth , that it appertainech ro this 
at weefhurch , to inſtruct vs, 1n all pointes of 
He, &(fith,and that we ought to learne of 1t, 1n 
-atho-ſlmatters of rel1g10n, what is the fallible 
zatthe]uthz & conſequently ,that the dotrine 
or the [ofthis Church is the rule of futh, 

{atk} Worthily theretore doth S. Paule*call 
this ks Church 

$a. The pillar and ground of truth. 
hurd Worthily alfo ſaith $S 4 uſten Scripturarum Lib 
and: [{wbys temerur veritas , cum id facimus , quod 
er hee [mer ſe placer Eccl-ſie quamyearundem ſcrip- 
reath ['#rum commendat authoritas : vt quonians 
pros [/Pturs ſntZa Fallere non poteſt, quiſquis falls 
t wil ll huius ob ſcuritate queſtones "cl. ſram de 
it ct bonſulat quam, fine vile am5 guitate,ſcrip = 
6018 | D us. [0&4 


columnam + firmamentum vert- 1-1 im.z. 
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trr4 ſanf?a demonſtrat . The truth of tne 


Scriptures 15 holden of vs, when weedoe 
that, which pleaſeth the vniuerſall or 


whole Church,the which 1s commended. 


by the authority of the Scriptures then. 
ſelues 3 that becauſe the holy Scripture 
cannot deceive, whoſoeuer fearcth to bee 
decciued with the obſcurity of this que 
ſton, let him require the iudgement of 
the church, which, without any ambigu 
ty, the holy Scripture doth demonltrats 
by which wordes , hee ſheweth plaindly 
thatthe ſentence of the Church, is ofig- 
fallible and vndoubted truth, & thatthe 
way not to bee deceived in an oblcur 
queſtions to aske and follow the iudge- 
ment of the Church. Wherefore worthil 
alſo do we all ſay Credo Eccl:ſiam Cathalica, 
I] belceue the Catholike Church ; & wor- 
thily alſo may I conclude that neithe 
Scripture alone; nor naturall witte and 
learning ; nor priuate ſpirit : norany 6 
therthing, but onely the teaching ofthe 
true Church of Chriſt , is that-ordinant 
meanes, which Almighty God hathpro 
uided, whereby all men may learne that 
one.infallible,entire faith, which 1 pro» 
ued to be necellary to ſaluation, 
CHA}, 
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CHap. XI. 


That the Church, whoſe doctrine muſt bee 
to vs the rule of fanth, muſt alwaies 
continue, without mterruptions 
from Chriſt his t1me,t1[l 
the worldes end. 


& Onſidering what had bene proved, 
inthe former Chapter,about the in- 
fallible authorite of the dofrine of the 
true Church:I hope no Chriſtian will de- - 
nie,but that, ſo longe as this Church doth 
continew,wehaue,of it, a ſure pillar and 
afirme foundation, whereupon we may 
ately build our belcefe. For either ami 
muſt denie,thatever our Sauior did make 
any ſuch promiſez gave ſuch charge and 
commiſſion, left any ſuch warrant ſctt 
forth ſuch' a commaundement; or thun- 
dred ont any-ſuch threates, as before 18 
rehearſed; which were to denie the ſcrip- 
tures, which ſcriptures are generally re- 
ceived by all Chriſtians; no otherwiſe the, 
(as they are, ) the vndoubted worde of 
God: or els he muſt wreſt the interpreta- 
tion thereof, both trom that, which the 
wordes,of themſclues, naturally yeeld,& 

alſo 


2.1m. 3. 
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alſo from the common ſenſe and vnder: 
(tanding,cither of al,or the moſt learned, 
and almoſt of the vnlearned alfo, of the 
whole Chriſhan world: or els he ſhalbe 
forced to confeſſe that, which, not], but 
$.Paule hath ſaicd: recleſiacſt columna & fire 
mamentum veritatts: the Church is the pil. 
lar and ground of trueth. Onely icmay 
perchaunce ſceme to ſome (of thoſe, that 
doc,at this day oppoſe themfelues againſt 
the authoritie of the Church, ) that this 
was true, for S. Paw/es time, and perhaps 
for ſome 3. 4.5. or 6. hundred yeares af- 
ter: butnot to be preſumed vpon in latter 
times, and namely when Zather began his 
reformation (as they tcarme it) or now 
adayes. 

 Againſttheſe men 1 ſet downe thu 

Ajjer8100n, 

The true Church of Chriſt(which the fore- 
named teſtimoniesof Scripture do com- 
mend) was andis tocontinew, without 
interruption, till the worldes end. 

Thu I prove. 

- Firſt, out of the very wordes, of thole 
promiſes,which I cited, out of S. Mathey, 
& S. lobn.For how can Chrift our Sauiour, 
or his holy Spirit, be with his Churchyn 


ſuch 
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fch ſort,as there is promiſed; to witt till 
the worldes erid, and for eyer:and eſpect- 


lly, asis faied ii S. Matthew: ommbus die- Marth, 
bus vſque ad comfurtmationen ſeculi : all the cap-28. 


daes,cuen to the end of the world; vnles 
the Church alſo be,al the daies vnrill the 
ed of.the world. Forif the Church for. 
any time, daies, moneths, or yeares doe 
ceaſe to be: Chrift can not for thoſe years, 
honeths, and daies,be truely faicd, to be 
with his Church{ fith he can not be with 
that which is not) and conſequentely he 
an not be ſaied,to haue fulfilled his pro- 

miſe, wherein he fated, he would be with 

ms Church, all the dates, vntilt the end of 
the world. | 

; Secondly, I prove the ſame; out ofan 

other promiſe,or prophelie ofour Sauior 

Cbrift, to his Church, wherein hee ſaich: 


pri inferi non prendlbunt adue» ſus cam: the Math, 16, 


rates of hell ſhall not prevaile againſtit. 

or how was it true, that the gates of hell 
ſhall not prevaite, if they have prevailed 
lomuch,as vtterty to aboliſh the Church 
oratleaſt, to banniſhe it quite out ofthe 
world, for ſo lon & a time? graiiting there- 
br ( which every Chriſtian muſt necdes 
graunt) that the prophefies and PR. 


Pſal.47. 


Dan.2. 


Luc. r. 


£ In Pſalm. 
IOI., 
Conc.2. 
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of our Sautour, are alwaies fullfilled, and: 
that they are vnfallibly true: we may not: 


doubte, but that the Church, hath ever 
beene, ſince Chriſt his time, & ſhall never 
ceaſe tobein the world. 

T hirdly, I may confirme the ſame out 
of other {criptures, where the perpetuitic 
ofthe Church is either affirmed,or pro. 
muſed, ef-which kinde. of teſtimonies, 
being very many, I will onely rehearſe 
ſome few,of the Church(ifwe will beleve 
S. Auſten his expoſition) it 1s ſaide: Dew 
fundamt eamin eaternum; God hath eſtabli- 
ſhed it for cuer. And of it, ſignified by the 
name of the kingdome of Cly:fi,the pro- 
phet Daricl ſaieth : Suſcitabit Deus caltreg« 
num quod in aternum non diſsipabitur , The 
God of heauen ſhall raiſe vp a kingdome, 
which ſhal not be broken in peececs for 
ever. As isalſo ſaide in S. Luke: regni tw 
non erit fints : there ſhalbe no ende of us 
kingedome. 

Laſtly, I might cofirme the ſame,with 
the teſtimonie of the avncient Fathers 
Origen, $. Chryſoftome, S. Bernard: and elpe- 
cially of S. Auſten, who diſputing againk 
the Dovatiſtes , ſaicth' thus, as rehearſing 


one of their 1 peeches: $ ed alla a 
Wt 
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it omnium gentium, iam non eſt, peryt: That 
Church, which was of all nations, is not 
now'3 it is periſhed. Vnto which rheir 
ſpeach he anſwereth: O impudentem vocem. 
Accounting it greatimpudencae, to ſaye, 
the Church 1s periſhed. And in the ſame 
ma bringeth in the Church,as ſpea- 


ſeculo? annuncia mihi propter illos qui dicunt: 
Fat, 1am non eſt: apoſtatauit, peryt Eccle« 
la ad omnibus gentibus. Et annunc auit, nec 
wen fuit vox1ſta, Quis annunciagit mihi niſe 
ſe via? quand) annunciaut?ecee coo vobiſcum 

omnibus diebus vſque ad conſummationem 
{c#'s, How long ſhall T be in this world? 
tell me in regard of them who ſaye; the 
Church indeede was, but it is not now:it 
become apoſtata,and is periſhed out of 
all nations. And he tould me,neither was 
this word in vaine, who tould me, but the 
way it ſelfe?/to witt Chriſt, who faieth, I 
am the way) when did he tell? Bchold1 am 
with yore vntull the end of the world. 


mg perſonally, thus; Quamaiu ero tm hoc Ibidem. 
0 


'2 Co 61. 
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Cnyar. XI1. 


That this Church, which muſt be to vs 
the rule of faith as it muſt alwaies 
continue 5, [0 it mus} allo dal 


wates be wilible. 


N o vy hauing proued that the krue 
{N Church of Chriſt wuſt alwaies c. 
tinue,without interruptis, till the worlds 
end:it remaineth that I ſhew alſo in what 
manner it1s to continue; to wit, whether 
itſhall alwaies be viſible. That is to lay, 
whether, in all ages,itwas and ſhall bea 
company. of men,who may be ſeene, and 
in ſome ſ{ort,plainely knowne to .be that 
company,which men areto beleeue, by 
faith,to be the true Church of Chriſt: or 
that it thal be, ſometime at leaſt,inuiſible; 
that no man can {ce choſe ine, nor know 
them,to be that company,which we mult 
belecue, to be the true Church of Chrilt. 
In which matter 

My Afſcrtion is, that the true Churchof 
Chriſt (of which the places of Scripture 
afore cited doe fpeake) mult alwaies bee 
vi/ible. This 1 prone. 


Firſt by that plaine Propheſic of 1/ais 


In 
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| inthe'6r. chapter. (Which chapterto be 


vnder{tood of our Saviour Chriſt & his 
Church, wee may gather out of S. Luke, 
where our Sauiour himſelfe citeth ſome 
words out of that chapter, and expoun- 
deth them to be fulfilled in himlelfe) the 
words of the Propheſie are theſe Fadus 
perpetuum feriam exs Gf ſcietur m gentibus [c- 
men eorum , Onnes qui viaerint eos cognoſcent 
iMlos, quoniam iſti ſunt ſemen cui benedixit Da- 
mus, I will make a perpetuall coucnant 
orleagve with them,and their ſeede ſhall 
beknowne among nations, all that ſhall 
ſee them, ſhall know them, that they are 
theſcede, which our Lord hath bleſſed. 
How could he more plainely haue fore- 
tould the viſiblenes of the Church 2 
Secondly our Sauiour hath ordained 
this his Charch to. bee the light of the 
world; according as he ſaith, vos eſtes lux 
md; you are the light of the world, and 
tobe a rule or meanes, by which,all men, 
«tall times, may come to the knowledge 
of that One, infallible,cntire faith, which 
sneceſlary to ſaluation, as hath bin pro- 
ved. But how canit beethe lightof the 
world, if itſelfe be inuiſible ? (nemo accen- 
wt lucernam, pot cam ſub modro, No man 
| light- 
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lighteth a candle, & when he hath done 4, 
ſetteth it vnder a buſhell, where it-cannot + 


be ſcene.) And how can it bee a meaney, 
by which,at all times, the infallible truth 
may bee made knowen , to all fortes of 
men if it ſelfe.at any time, could notbe 
knowne of men?Orif you ſay, that, ſome 
times,it could neither be knowne it ſelfe, 
nor be a meanes, by which the true faith 
might he made knowne; then,ſith that! 


prouedthatit is a neceſſary meanes, and 


ſo neceſſary, that, withoutit, according 
to the ordinary courſe,there is not ſufh- 
cift meanes prouided by almighty God, 
toinſtruR all men infallibly 1n all points 
of faith. Then (Ifay) men, that liued at 
that time , wanted neceflary meanes, 
wherby they might atraine to the know- 


ledge of true faith , and conſequently, ' 


whereby they might come to ſaluatidn, 
whichitit were ſo. How 15 1tyninerſally 
true, which is vniuerſally ſaide in Scrip- 


2.Tim.2. ture? D:us vult omnes homines [aluos fieri: & 


ad agnitionem veritatis venire . God would 
haue all men to be ſaued, and to cometo 
the knowledge of the truth. For how can 
he be ſaide, to haue a true will to ſaueall 


menif he haue not;at all times,prounded 
| zncancs 
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jeanes ſufficient, whereby, all men may 


Tome to the knowledge of true faith, and 


hereby, by degrees,to faluation.Sith cſ- 
xcially, he hath power to prouide theſe 
neanes:and knoweth,that without theſe 
neanes prouided,it is ynpoſſ:ble for men 
pattaine true faith, and eternall ſaluati- 
mFor knowing it vapoſſible, he cannot 
tefaide to waillit; fith no wiſe man wal- 
kh that, which he knoweth perfectly to 
tealtogither vnpoſſiblez and much leſle 
my Almighty God be ſaide,to will any 
ting, whach is abſolutely vnpoſhible, 
onhdering that his wiſedome is infinit, 
nd that his will is alwates 1oyned with 
bme worke or eftete, by which, that 
wich he willeth,atleafſt,is made poſhble 
bbe done. Wherefore to verifie that Al- 
mighty God would haue all men ſaued, 
wemuſt needes ſay, that hec hath prout- 
ded, for all men,thoſe meanes, which bee 
neceſſary,and without which,it is vnpol- 
blefor them,to come to the knowledge 
oftrue faith,and therhy to ſaluationz One 
which meanes, is a viſible Church, of 
which they mnſt heare, & learne the true 
aithz which is the firſt, and a neceſlaric 
ſeppe to ſaluation. The Church there- 

E j. fore 
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fore muſt needes be alwaies viſible. 
Thirdly it the vniuerſall Churche of 
Chriſt ſhould, for any ſpace of time, bein. 
uiſtble: 1t ſhould, for that ſpace, ceaſe to 
rofeſſe outwardly that faith , which, in 
pers did belecue.Forifir did outwardly 
profeſſe; how ſhould itnot, by this pro- 
feſſion, be made viſible and knowen? But 
if the vniuerſall Church, ſhould, for ſach 
atime,faile to profeſle the faith;hell gate 
(contrary to Chriſtes promiſe)did mighte 


mightie prevailing,that the whol church 
ſhould faile in a thing, ſo neceflary tola 
uation? as we know, outward profellion 
of faith to be neceſſary, both by that df 
Math. 10. Gur Sauiour: Qi negauerit me coram boni 
mibus, ego negabo illum coram Patre meo, Fle, 
that ſhall denicme before men, Iwill de 
L.uc.g. niehim before my Father. And: Qu 
erubuerit & ſermones meos, bunc Filins hom 


erubeſcet. He that ſhall be aſhamed ofmy, 
wilbeaſhamed of, And by that of Saint 


Rom. 10. Payle: Corde creditur ad tuſtitiam, ore fit cs 
feſio ad ſalutem, With hart we beleeueto 
uſtice,with mouth we confeſle to falur 


ton. Which placc learned menantepre® 
{0 


ly preuaile againſt ir. For, were it notaſ. 


and of my wordes,him,the ſonne ofma| 


0, He, 
vill de 


; Quame 
r homny 


| of me, 
of mat 
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6 fignifie, that profeſſion of faith is, fom- 
times, neceſſary to ſaluatis; and they ſay 
krther, that, this ſometimes, is ſo off, as 
ather the gloric of God, or the profit of 
wrneighbour,doth,of neceſfitie, require 
the which caſes of comers do happen 
often,and great meruaile it were,(or 
nther ynpoſſible)that they ſhould neuer 
hae happened,for ſo long a time, as the 
Proteſtants would haue their Church to 
have beene inuiſible. 
- Fourthly ifthe Church were not viſt- 
de,wee could not fulfill that commaun- 
lement of our Sauiour, wherein he ſaid: 


be Eccleſie, Tell the Church . For how 114th, is, 


an we tell the Church any thing, if wee 
at not tell where to ſeeke itz neither if 
weedid by chaunce meetcit, could wee 
know it to be the Church. 

city, itis certaine, that once, the true 
Church of Ch:ſt, was viſiblezto wit,yhen 
thrſt began in Feruſalcm in the Apoliles 
adDiſciples of our Sauiour Chriſt , and 
that companie, which by their preaching 
ms conuerted to the faith. Butthere can 
tv reaſon be ſhewed, why it ſhould be 
Wltble then, and notnow. | 

Ifit were ncedefull to be viſible then, 
E js be- 
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becauſe otherwiſe it could not bee g jhem, 
Church,that is, A S-cery of men linckeds Jnle;ar 
gether in the profeſſion of one faith: inthe veef Jhicrar 


the ſame Sacr amentes: vndey the eomuement 
lawfull Paſlours . For the ſame reaſon, it 
muſt needes be viiible now; becavſe, (ﬆ 
in the laſt chapter is proued) there mul 
be a Church now -& therefore it muſtbe 
a {ociety of m1&,profefſing the ſame faiths 
viing the ſame Sacramentes : liuing vas 
der the gouernement of lawfall paſtours, 
For all this pertaineth to the very ellence 
of the Church. | 
If alſo it were needefull to be vilible 
th],that thoſe offices & fun&tions, which 
mult bee done inthe Church, mightbee 
well perfourmed:to wit, as there werein 
the Church ſome paltors,8 ſome ſheeps 


heotl 
ofwhe 


dle.no 
there 1 
Charc 
And, 
werne. 
crame 
verne: 


Oratione (as S. Gregory Nazianzeve \aieth ) {ome to 
de mode- commaund, ſome to obey: ſome to teach, 
ST " il- ſome to be taughtzſome to feede the flock 
n=" of Chriſt, ſome to be fedde: ſ»(that every | dl 
one of theſe, might doe what pertain = 
properly to his duetie) it was needfull | 9rW: 

that che paſtours muſt know then ſheepe 
and: the ſheep their paſtours;& that thoſe | #094 
that ſhould reach, and rule, and minilte 
the Sacramcuts , mult ſce, apd mw 226 
tem, 


the ho 


conſe 
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9 


bee 5 ſhem, whowme they were to teach and 
kedts Inle,and to whome they were to zine the” 
 wſeef [kicramentes. And on the contrary ſyde, 
mentef [teother had need to have knowe tho'e, 


on ,it 
le, (a 
» muſt 
hte 
faith; 
| Vs 
rours, 
lence 


716able 
which 
ht bee 
/erein 
1eepG 
me (0 
teach, 
flock 
ever 


rained 
dfull, 
he 

bo 
nilter 
-110we 
them), 


fxhome they mult be taught, whome- 
hey muſt obey, and, from whorme, they” 
were to receiue the holeſome food ofthe 
ply Sacramentes. If ( I ſaye) this reaſon 
ve.that itwas needefull then, thatthe 
Chirch ſhould be vihble and knowen: 
forthe Came reaſon, it wilbe alſo neede- 
fill ro ſay, that the Church mult be viſt< 
denow, & at a'l times. For. atall times, 
herem 4ſt be paltours and ſheepe in the 
Chirch, being the ſheepefolde of Chriſt. 
And, at all times, theſe paſtors mult go- 
werne, inſtruct, and miniſter the holy Sa- 
craments: and the other muſt receiue go- 
renement,in{truction. and the foode: of 
the holy Sacraments,at their hands. And 
onſequentely, there had neede be ſome 
nldle tokens, at all times, by- which the 
_ may knowe their{hcepe, lealt, 
rwant of this knowledgecithey may vn: 


wora/itzs ante porcor, give that which-1s 


toly to dogges, &calt margarites beforc? 


togves, which our Sauiour commandeth: 


E 1j. them 


Wares , dare ſanitum cambns ," f prog rere Muth, 
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them not to doe. And on the other de, 
there had neede be ſome viſible marke, 
by which the ſheepe may know anddif- 
cerne their lawfull paſtours, & trueprex- 
chers, from falſe teachers, and intruding 
viurpers, For otherwiſe, they couldnat 
tcll, whome to licaxe, & obey, & whome 
to repaire to for the Sacramentes:& con- 
trary, whome to take heede of,as of falle 
x7, cum whoſe voice tonegle&, as of 

angers : and whoſe poiſoned foode of 
polluted Sacraments to reie&, noleſſ 
then a baite laide to kill them by theeue; 
and robbers; as it importeth greatly cuc- 
ry one to do. 

If laſtly it were needfull to be viſible, 
then , that thoſe , which were out ofit, 
might ioyne themſclues vnto it,andbe- 
come members of it 3 thereby to partic 
pate the graces and benedicions, which 
Chriſt our Lord communicated only to 
itz and to eſcape the deluge of eternall 


damnation wherewith, all was ſuretobe [i 


drowned, that were found, out of it, asit 
were, outof another Noe his arke. This 
reaſon alſo requireth and vrgeth,thatthe 
Church muſt be viſible now, and at alo- 
ther times, For if,at any time, it were -4 
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r de; ible 3 how could men, that were out of 


arkey, 


nd diſ- 


iſible, 
of it, 
1d be- 


come vnto it? or how could they at- 
tine ſaluation, ifthey did notenter into 
fith at all times, -rhbe merits and fruites 
fChriſts Paſſhon are incloſed in it : and 


[iemeanes, of faluation,and to-eſcape e- 


mall damnation, are only found in it. 


« ſhe Church therefore 1s vible ar all 


mes, For at all times, that Propheſte of 

ſje muſt be true, wherin our Lord ſpea- 

teh thus to the C hurch, Apertentur port & Iſa.60, 
Wingiter che ac nofte non claudentur vi affe- 

uw ad te fortitudo gentium , & regs earum 


« | dducantur', Gens enim Cf regnum quod non 


[rierit tibs peribit, T hy gates thalbe con- 
tnually opened,day and night they (hall 
rot be ſhut 3 that the ſtrength of nations 
adthe kings therofmay be brought vn- 
bthee 3 for the nation and kingdome 
which ſhall not ſerve thee, ſhall periſh. 
Sixtly the only reaſon and ground; by 
which, heretiques hold the Churchto be 
nuſible, is , becauſe they imagine the 
Church to conſiſt onely of the cle&or 
mely of the good , But this is a falſe 
found, as appeareth by the name' of 
Church in Greeke Eccleſia which euen 


ythe ctymology of the word doth fig- 
E niſi 
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nifie, the company of men called; -noy 


{ureit1s,that moe are called then elected, 
Math. 20, a5 Our Sau1our ſaith mult; vocati paucs eleth, 
Againe,this ground is ſhewed to befall; 
by thoſe parables, in which the Church 
Math. 3. 15 compared to a floare, wherein wheate 
Math.z 2. and chaffe are mixed. And to a mariage, 
to which came good and bad. And toa 
Math. z. net,wherin are gathered al ſorts of fiſhe, 
Maths. good and bad.And to ten Virgins,wher- 
offiue were fooliſh and excluded from 
the celeſtial marriage. This ground isa- 
2.Cor. 5. ſoſhewed to befalle out of $. Paule, who 
commandeth the Corinthians, to expellan 
inceſtnous perſon out of the Church. I 
g0,before this __— there was ſuch: 
perſon in the Church,and therefore, the 
Chutch doth not conſiſt, only, of thok; 

that be good. 
Laſtly, the ancient Fathers did teach, 
Hom. 30. that the Church is viſible. Origen ſaith 5 
1n math. cleſia plena eſt fulgore ab orientc wſqs ad oct 
dentem. T he Church is full of brightne 
from the Eaſt to the Welt. Eccleſra( aiths. 
Lib.de COprian) Domini Luce perfuſa, radios ſuot jt 
Vnitate orbemſþargit, The Church being bright 
Eccleliz, with the light of our Lord, doth ſpread: 


her beames throughout the world, 7 
[ 
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hs eſt ( ſaith S. C hryſoftome) ſolem extin 
dm eccleſiam obſcurart.Ttis more eaſy that 

the Sunne ſhovld be extinguiſhed, then 

that the Church ſhould be obſcured, that 

s to ſay darkened and quite without 

light. S. Aguſtine alſo alluding to (or ra» 

ther expounding) thoſe words of our Sa- 

uour Non poteſt cruitgs abſconds ſupra monte 

poſit a. Saith, Eccleſia ſupra montem conſlituta 

abſconds n3 poteſt, The Church being built 

ypon a mountaine,cannot be hid. And 

againe,in another place, he ſaith. Quid am- _ A 

phus difturus fum quam cacos, qui tam magni SE | 

montems non vident 3 qus, contra lucernamin c- 

delabro poſitam, oculos clandunt ? What ſhall 

Ifay more, but that they are blind, who 

doe not ſee ſo greata mountaine : who 

ſhut their eyes, at the candle, ſette ypon 

the candle-ſticke? 


CHaye. XII1. 
How we ſhould difcerne' and know, which 
& the true viſible Church of Chriſt. 
H 1THERTO Thaneſhewed that the 
rule of faith, (which all men ought 
to ſeeke,that, by it, they may learne true 


faith) is the doctrine ofthe Church of - 
| Chnſt; 
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Chriſt : and that this Church doth cons 


tinue:and 1s alwaies viſible,that is tofay, 
he may be found out and knowne; 
the greateſt queſtion is ( fith, there 
arediuers. companies of them that be- 
lecue in Chriſtz every one of which, 
challenge to themſclues , the title of the 
true C hurch) how eucry man may come 
to know aſluredly , and in particuler, 
which company is indeed the true viſible 
C hurch of Chriſt, whoſe do@rine we 
muſt, in all points,beleeue and follow. 
To this queſtion I anſwere that eue 
company which hath the name of Chn- 
f13s,or which challeng to theſelues the 
name ofthe Church,are not alwaies the 
true Church. For of heretiques we may 
well ſay; as cho doth,»on,quia cccleſut 
C hrifti videntar habere nomen,idcirco pertinent 
ad ezus conſecrationem.T hey doe not there» 
fore pertaine to the conſecration of the 
Church of C hriſt, becauſe they ſcemeto 
cary the nameof the Church of Chriſt 
For(as the ſame S. Auſten ſaith in another 
place) heretiques are only whited ouer 
with the name of Chriſtians. When 1n- 
deed Si herenici ſunt ( as Tertullian ſaith) 
Chriftiam eſſe nonpoſſunt. It they be heret- 
ques, 
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ques,they cannot be true Chriſtians. The 


raſon whereof, the ſame Tertwlian infi-, 
mateth to be, becauſe, they follow 
that faith, which came from Chriſt(to 
—_ and Diſciples, and which was 

livered by them, from hand to hand,to 
our forefathers, and ſo to vs) but they 
follow that faith, which they choſe to 
themſelues; of which eleftion or choiſe, 
hename of heretike & herehe did ariſe. 

The way therefore,to diſcerne, which 
sthetrue Church, is, firſt to ſet downe, 
yhich be the certaine markes, by which, 
al men may eaſily know the Church: & 
then to examine to whom theſe markes 
dagree. The which,that I may the bet- 
terperforme,in the chapters following, 
ere I thinke good, firſt briefely to note, 
what belongeth to the nature of a good 
ad ſufficient marke. 

Note,thereſore that two things are re- 
quired in euery ſufficiet marke, The firſt 
s, that it be not common to many, but 
proper , and only agrecing to the thing, 
whereof itis a marke. As for example, ut 
kno good marke whereby to know any 
particyler ma to ſay,he hath two hands, 
ontwoearcsz becauſe this is cemmon to 
many 
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many and therefore no ſufficient notevp r6od. 
marke,wherby one may bediſtinguiſhed: way, 
orSnowne from all- other. But a marke'| ailar 
whereby we may diſcerne one ſpeciall|ye-m 
man, from all other, muſt be ſome one [thoſe 
thing,or moe, which he hath, and othiry heap 

Taller. havenot. As if he were Imezer, large, ot'| fortes 

digget. fairer the the reſt 3 or if ſome others were | xcor 

Tall, as{ong,and other ſome as faire, yet none | whic| 

Tail. were/ong & faire both, but only he. The | afign 
ſecond thing,required in a good matrke, | gher 
is, thatit be more apparant, and eaſieto-| tye ( 
be knowne,then the thing. For example; | ſeal 
IfI were to deſcribe and make known | mark 
a certaine man, who were otherwiſe vas ſreig 
knowne. | muſt notthinkeit ſufficientto | hee t] 
glue the definition ofhis eflence,ortoaF- | fe, 
figne the ſecret diſpoſition of his hart;li- | gfthi 
uer and other inward partes, which are | hem 
commonly harder to = knowne,th the | ther; 
man himſelfe. ButT muſt declare ſome |} — 
apparant thing in his face, hands orſome 
outwardpart of his body:or in his voice, | 7] 
apparell, behauijour,or ſuch like; which 
agrceing onely to that man; and being 
eaſie to be knowne, may be a meanesto 
make vs know the man we ſeekefor. Q 
-- Wherefore, when we will afſigneſom? | 


g00d 
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wod markes, by which,all ſortes of men 
nay, in ſome ſort,diſcerne, which partt- 


"Tailar copany of men is the true Churth, 
'[ye-muſt haue ſpeciall regard to aſſigne 
| thoſe things, which,in ſome matters,may 


beapparant to all ſortes of menz ith all 
fortes of men had necde to ſeekeout,and 
xcording to- their capacitie diſcerne 


Inhich is the true-Church: we mult allo 


ahgne thoſe thinges ; which agree to no 
other —_ but that, which 1s the 


| te Church, to th'intent that a man ſhall 


keall thoſe thinges, which be aſſigned as 


' | marks,to agree to any companie,he may 


treightwaies conclude, that company to 
dee the true Church: as on the contraric 
ide, if he perceiue, either all, or any one 
ofthem to be wanting, in any company, 
he may be ſure,that,that company 1s not 
thetrue Church. 


Cnaye. XIIINL. 


That theſe markes of the Church,which | 
Heretiques aſiene, be not 
good markes. 


W | _—_— 


Vr of that, which in the former 
V\ chapter,l briefely noted, about tie 
NATUICc 
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nature of a good marke, we may eiſ 


zretiques afſigne, to wit, the true & 


Arine of faith:and the right vſe of the$+ 


all ſortes of men may come to know 

which is the true Churchz but are means 

(as Hzreriques vſe them) to caſt a m 

ouer the whole matter , when as thy 

know,that they can, moſt cafily, conven 

all the Sacramentes, and holy wordesd 
Lib.z.de Scripture, Ad imagines phantaſmatum ſu- 
—_— rum, vnto their owne imaginations and 
" cap.1g, Phantaſticall opinions (as out of S. Aw 
| we may gather,that the manner of Hztt 
tiques 15, eſpecially when the authoritie 
of the Church, ( which ſhonld corre 
thoſe deprauations and falſe expoſition) 
is not firſt, by other markes, knowenand 
adniitted. 

The dodrine of faith, therefore(l ſay) 
and the rizht vie of Sacramentes, be not 
good marks, whereby men may diſcern 
whuch is the true Church. 
| This I proue. 

Firſt, for that by the true dotrine of 
faith{ which they afſigne for a marke of 


the Church) ether they meane, true do- 
Qtrune 


ather, that thoſe markes , which ſons 


craments,are no good markes, by whid| 
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ftrine in ſome pointes onely, or in all. 
True dotrine in ſome pointes onely, is 


no good marke, becauſe the Hzretiques 
teache the trueth in ſome pointes. This: 
therfore being notproper to theChurch)z 
but agreeing rather to Hzretiques, can 
bee no good marke of the true Church: 
becauſe it wanteth the firſt condition of 
amarke,w hich 1s,to be proper, & agree- 
ing onely to the thing , whereof 1tis a 
marke. True doctrine alſo inall pointes, 
athough it be proper (if we ioyne to it 
the right vie —— with obe- 
dience to lawfull paſtours) & agree one- 
ly tothe true Church, yet itis no good 
marke; becauſe, it faileth in the ſecond 
condition, which 1s required ina good 
marke,that 15 to ſay, it is not apparant or 
aly to be knowe,of al thoſe, who ſhould 
tele out the true Church. As I may 
eahly proue, becauſe to know which co- 
pantie teacheth the trueth in all pointes, 
_ firſt learning, wherby one may 
erſtand the tearmes, and ſtate ofthe 
queſtion, or controuerſie. beſides, iudge- 
ment,to diſcuſſe and weigh prudetly the 
worth and ſufficiency of the authorities 
and reaſons of both partes; that, vp this 
pon- 
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pondermg of reaſons, he may prudently 


conclude which isth? better part. More 
ouer one had neede to haue a ſupernatys 
rall light of Gods grace and the aſsiſtice 
of his Spirit, whereby he may diſcerne& 
ſee thoſe thinges, which be aboue all n+ 
tura!l rules and reaſons. Ad hec qus dhe 


neus* Who can ſave that himſelſe is ſuf. I 


ciently furniſhed with theſe helpes? who 
can bee infallibly ſ\ure, that he hathall 
theſe,in ſuch ſorte, as is requiſi te, for ob- 
tainceing, by his own induftrie,true & yt» 
fallible faichzin all points? ſurely, atleaſt, 
the vnlearned mult needes confeſle, that, 
in divers myſteries, they doenot ſo much 
as vnderſtand the tearmes and ſtate of the 

ueſtion:and much leſfle are they able;to 
examine ſutficiently the worth of cuery 
reaſon: neither are all ſuch, as can pet- 
ſwade themſelues, that they are fingular- 
ly inlightened, and ummediately caught 
of Gods Spirite: neither, if they did thus 
periwade themſelues, could day be vil 
fallibly ſure,thatin this their perſw -afion 
they werc not deceived;fith it 15 certaing, 
that ſome of them, that moſt {trongely 
perſw ade. themſelnes to be thus taught, 
arcin this their perſwalion deceiuedie 

gang 


11 ng 
1s 1h 
ſuffi 
who 
th all 
Ir ob- 
X Vie 
leaſt 
, that, 
much 


| her can the vnlearned ſufficiently know 


herruth , 1n'every particuler point, by 


» [qving credit to fome one , or other 


karned man , or any companie of the 
karned 5vnles , that company , bee firſt 
knowen,to be of the true Church, & c6- 
:quently to be guided in their teaching, 
by the holy Ghoſt, asI proued before. 
ſothat itis moſt hard orrather vnpoſlible 
forami,and eſpecially for an — 
man, in all pointes, liqudam 4 tot erroribus 
bſcernere veritatem, to diſcerne the plaine 
tuth from ſo many errours,as S..Auſen 
ith, Tt 1s alſo moſt hard foraman of 
himfelf to wdge, which vie of Sacramcts 
sright, if my 6 not firſt taught by the 
Churchz fith this is a principall point of 
the true dorine of faith, hich, 15(asL 
laxde) very hard or rather vnpoſſible to 
be ponary knowen by a mans owne 
[lfe. But ro know,firſt, which company 
the true Churchz and then , by ging 
credit ro it, to learne, which is the true 
kath;& which vſc of Sacraments is right, 
there are not ſo many things required, 
nor.any great difhcultie, as ſhalbe decla- 
ed. For the Church is that dire& way, 
which i{aias ſpeaketh of, when hes ſaith: 
$ 2, Hgc 


Lib. 2. & 
auſt, 


Cape13s, 


A 


| Iſa. c. 35. 


3. Cor. 2. 
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Hee erit vobss direfta vid,ita vt ſlulti non errn{l 


per eam, T his ſhalbe to you a dire waye, 


ſo that even fooles,( to wit ſ1mple & vis {i 


learned men)may not erre1n it. 
Secondly I proue the ſame, becauſe, 
when we ſeeke forthe trze Church, we 
{eeke it principally for this end, that by 
It,as by a neceſſary. & infallible meang 
we may hezre, aud Jearne of ir, the trae, 
faith in all pointes, which otherwiſe init 
felfe is hidden,ob!cvre and vnknowento 
vs;according to that of S. Pavle. Animal 
homo non pereipit Ss. ug ſunt Sprritus Des «the 


ſenſuall man doth not perceive thoſe 


For,fth,none,by the onely power of na 
turall wit,( whichin vnderſtiding vſeth 
the help of outward ſenſes, )can obtaine 
the ſupernaturall knowledge of diuine 
myſteries, which we beliene by our faith: 
neither doth the Spirit of God , who, as 
the principall cauſe,;nfufeth this yuiftof 
faith inro our ſoules) ordinarily inſtru 
any man,m the knowledge of true faith, 
1mediately by himſelfe alone, or byan 
Angellſentfrom heauc; we muſt needes, 
if we will have true faith, ſeeke firlt for 
that, whichirpleaſeth almighty God 4 
Vie 


thinges, which are of the foncrelſ 


fath . 


Gol, 


of n4« 
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ſe, asthe ordinary inſtrument and as a 
teceſſary meanes, by which men may | 


*Iarne true fairh 3 the which is no other, * 
- Ihut the preaching and teaching of the 
Jrue Church, according to that laying of 
I. Paule. Quonrvelo credent ci quent non audie- Rom. 10. 


nt 2 quomodo audient ſine pradicante ? quom- 
hpredicabunt niſi mittantur ? How ſhall 
tiey beleeve him, whom they haue not 
keatd 2 how (hall they heare, without a 
freacher 2 how ſhall they preach, vnlefle 
they be ſent. T heretore the true Chureh, 
wuch only hath preachers truely ſent of 


þ: 


God, muſt firſt be found out, that by 1t we 
heare and know which is the true 
. Therefore of the two, the true 
Church is rather a marke, whereby we 
tay know the true preac hing,and, con 
kquently the true doctrine of faith, 
then contrary, that, (as heretiques ſay) 
hedodrine thould be a marke, whereby 
ll mer ninft know , which is the true 
Church. 

Thirdly , true faith is included m the 
tveChorch, and , asit were encloſed in 
ket belly z as S. Auſten faith, ypon thoſe 


bruuts frent falſe, It ventre eccleſis (Faith he) 
F 1. Veritas 


n—__ , 


wrds of the Pſalme Errauerunt ab vtero, Tn 1.53 


Lib. & 
Ep-Fund. 


CaP+F» 
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weritds mance 1 quiſquis ab hoc ventre ſeparatzh 
fuerit neceſſe eſtvt faiſu lbquatur. Truth re. 
maineth in the belly of the Churchzho- 
ſocuer 15 ſeperated (to wit by difference 
in doctrine) fc6 this belly of the Church, 
mult needs ſpeake falſe. Therforz like as, 
1f a man had goldcin his belly, we muſt 


firlt find the man. before we can comets li 


lee the goldeit ſelfe : ſo we mult firſt, by 
other markes, find out the true Church, 
which hath the gold of true faith, hidden 
in her belly , before we come to ſeethe 


gold of truefaith itſelfe Sith eſpecially, 


we cannot ſec it, vnleſſeſhee ppenher 
mouth,and deliver it vato vs, & thatwe 
cannot (being ſpiritually blind)certaine- 
ly know it tobe true, & not counterfeite, 
but by giuing credit to her w—_ of 
it. According as the ſame S, Auſten {aith 
Euang:lio non crederem,ni(s me eccleſux authoris 
ts commoucret. T ſhould not beleeue the 
Goſpell it ſelfe, vnleſſe I were moued by 
the authority of the Church, Forif we 
had not the teſtimony of the Church, 
how ſhould we haue bin infallibly ſure, 
that there were any Goſpel at all?orhow 
ſhould wee haue knowne, that thole 


bookes,which beare title ofthe Goſpel, 


aCCoſ* 


Or FATH; Te 
xcording to S. Mathew, Marke, Like, and 
Wn. Are true Canonicall Scripture, ra- 
her then thoſe bookes, which are writen 
nthe name of Nicodemus and S. Thomas, 
tearing the ſame title or 1n{cription of 
Goſpel. 

Fourthly , 1f the true doftrine of faith, 
n all particuler pointes, muſt bee fore 
lnowne, as a marke , whereby to know 
he true Church then (contrary to chat 
which hath bin proued; the authority of 


|the Church , ſhould not be a necellarie 


neanes, whereby men muſt come to the 
owledge of the true faith. For if vefore 
wee come to know, which 1s the true 
Church, w emuſt, by other meanes, haue 
knowne , which 15 the true faithz what 
teede then is there, for getting true faith 
dready had, to ſecke or bring inthe au- 
thority of the ſame Church. 

Fiftly, If, before we giue abſolute and 
mdoubted credit to the true Church we 
miſt examine and judge, whether cuery 
_ point of doQrine, which it 

ldeth, be the truth, with authority to 
Kcept that only, which we like,or which 

eth,in our conceipt, right and con- 
brmable to Scripture : & to reieft,what- 


F ij. locucr 
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ſoeuer wee miſlke, or which, in ourprj. [Go 
uate iudgement, ſeemeth not ſo right and Jaami 
coformable;then we make our (clues ex- 
aminers and Iudges ouer the Church; & 
conſequently, we preferre our liking or 
diſiking,our judgement and cenſure, of 

the interpretation & ſenſe of Scripture, 
before the ud gement,and cenſure of the Þþ 
Church of God. But it is abſurd, both ig 
reaſon and religion, to preferre the judg. 
ment of any private man (be he neyer : 


witty and learned, or neuer ſo ſtrongly 
perſwaded, in his owne mind, that heis 
taught by the Spirit) before the 1dge- 


ment & dehtinitive ſentence of the Church 
of God z the which 15 a company of men, 
many of which, both are, & alwaies have 
bin,vertuous,wile,and learned,& (which 
is chiefe)is ſuch a company, as,according 1 
to che abſolute and infallible promiſesof FJ 
our Sauiovr, hath, vndoubtedly, the ho- 
ly Spirit among them, guiding them,and 
de 70 them all truth, and not permits 
ting them to crre, as before hath beene 
proued. 22f 
Bar you my perhaps ſay that in Scnp 
ture we are willed , not to beleeue cuery 
rloh.4. fpuit,but to try ſpirits, whether they yr 
0 
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{God or no,and that therefore, we mult 


aamine and try the ſpirit of the Church, 
lr looking into every particuler point 
L oarine which it ED F 
lanſwere.T hat,in that place of Scrip- 
ure, it1s not meant, that it belongethto 
aery particuler man to try all ſpirits;but 
n generall, the Scripture. giueth the 
Church warning , not to accept euery 
ne, that boaſteth himſelfe to have the 
ritand willeth, that they ſhould trie 
boſe ſpirits;not, that every bands or pri- 
ateman, ſhould take vpon himto tre 
hem: but that thoſe ofthe Church, to 
mom the ofhce of trying ſpirits doth 
ppertaine, to wit, the DoQors and Pa- 
tors, which almighty God hath put in 


ws Church,otpurpole,/r non circumfera- Fpl 4 


wr omn4 vento d)7ring that we may not be 
aredaway with cuery wind of doctrine, 
nd Vt non ſrmus parunt. fluctuantcs that we 
tay not be litle ones wavering , with e- 
tery blaſt of thoſe, that boaſt themſelues 
vbe ſingulerly taught by the Spirit. So 
latthis erying of ſpirits1s only meant of 
livſe ſpirits , of which men may well 
loubt, whether they be of God or noz 8: 
bt alſo this trial belogeth tothe Paſtors 


F w1j, of 
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. 


of the Church. But when it is certaine 


that the ſpirit1s vof God, we neitherneed 


nor ought doubrfully to examine,or pre. fk 


ſuptuouſly to judge of it: but ſubmitting 
obediently, the iudgement of our owne 


ſenſe and reaſon , wee muſt beleeue the 
teaching of it, in euery point, Now itis ft 


moſt certaine;, that the Spirit of the true 
viſible Church is of God, as, out ofholie 
Scripture, hath bin molt euidently pro- 
ued. And therefore our only care ſhould 
be,to ſeeke out thoſcmarkes , by which, 
all men may know, which particuler c6« 
pany of me, 1s the true Church of Chriſt, 
whoſe dofrine, we neither need, nor 
lawtully may examine.and try,in doubt. 
full manner,but muſt obediently and vn- 
doubrfully, in all points, beleeue, as the 
only aſlyred and mfallible truth, 


ws CRAP -LY. 


That theſe foure properties, Vn4, Sanita,Cas 
tholica, Apoſialica , that is to ſaie,One, 
Holy,Cathol1quz,Apoſtoliqur,are good 
markes, by which men may know, 

which u the true Church, © 
Trs,our Sauiour Chriſt, hath thought 


goodxco plant a viſible Church ry 
FallÞs 
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h,which he would have to continue, 
pll the worlds end, tor this ſpeciall in- 
ntand purpoſe,that all men,in all ages, 


erfaine 
need 


Or Pre. 


Itting jmeanes ofit,may learne the dorime 
owne {the true faith:the true worſhip of God: 
ve the 


right vſe of the Sacraments: the hole- 
ow itis 1 and of good life:and generally all 
he true jwod thinges,that appertaine to the glo- 
}Fholie IicofGod,and the ſaluatis of our ſoules; 
y pro-' fc have not any reaſon to doubte, but 
ſhould Thatthe ſame our Saujour,for the excee- 
which, Jag loue, which, (ofbis part, without ex- 
ler c6« Feption,or reſpe& of perſons)he bearerh 
Chriſt, J6balmikind) hath ordained fome marks 
d, nor Jimnotes, by which all ſortes, and conſe- 
doubts peatly euen hmple men,may ſufficierly 
and vn- Faſcerne, which company(among many, 
, as the Jvhich challenge fo themſelues the title 
of the true Church) is indeede the true 
—— J(hurch. For fith, hee would haue euery 
eto heare,and learnethinges neceſla- 
to ſaluation,only ofthe true Churchy 
ON, ' Fremuſt needes thinke, his wiſedome and 
go0g "odnes to have marked this his Church 
mth ſuch manifeſt ſignes & propertics, 
batall men may caſily know it, and diſ- 
hovght (eme it from others , whome he knew 
h vpon F yould take vpo them, (though falſly) _ 
ug 
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titleand profeſſion of the true Church, . 
This ſeemech to haue beene expreſſe- 
ly foretold by the Prophete ſas, when þ 
he ſaieth: Scietur in gentibus ſ*men eorum, 
germen Corum 11 oY 0 populorum. Omnes qu: 
viderint cos,cogn{cent ills, quia 1ſts ſunt ſemen, ſhe 


ct benedrxit Dominus. T heir ſeed ſhall be ., 


knowen in the nations, & their ofſpring he 
in the middeſt of people; all that ſhall ſee ive 
them,ſhall know them, becaule thele are 
that ſeed, which our Lord hath bleſſed, Þ 
Which 1s as much, as if he ſhould ſay;that 


the Church ſhall haue ſuch manifeſt 


markes, that it ſhalbe eaſy for every one | 
to know them to be the true Church. | 
Some of theſe markes are {et downe 
by S. Auften,who calleth them bandes oc 
chaines, which doe hold a faithfull man 
in the Catholique Church, although for 
the ſlownes of his wit, or for ſome other I 
cauſe,he doth not evidently (ce the truth Yi 
of the doctrine, init ſelfe. | 
Oftheſe markes, divers authours haut 
written atlarge. I(for breuitie ſake) haue 
choſen out onely theſe foure: /na, Santi, Fj 
Cathalica , Apaſtolica : One, Holy , Cathboliqu, 
Apoſtolique: becauſe I _ theſe will be 


ſufficient, and becauſe I finde hay 
pee 
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rch, $ecially,ſet forth in Scriptures: commc- 
reſle- Sd by Councels: and generally admit- 
when I, of all ſortes, both Catholiques and 
mm, & Droteſtanres,as now Iam to declare. 

ce 9m | Fiſt , for the generall admittance of 
ſemen, ſee properties of the true Church, L 
all.be-ed no other proofe, but that both Ca- 
pring Koliques and Proteſtantes, allow of the 
all ſee Ficeve,& Conſtantinopolitane Creed, where- 
leare ye profes to belecue the true Church, 
eſſed, te which Church , is there deſcribed, 
y,that ich theſe onely toure properties.which 
nifelt Fefore 1 named, as though, by thoſe one- 
y one th, every man might ſufficiently know 
l. kt Church, which,in every pointe,they 
owne Jy;bound to beleeue. Now if beſides this 
les of mole , qut of the generally received 
man ounces, ſome preciſe man would have 
h for ſheprove, theſe propertics to agree to the 
other Fine Church, out ot the Scripture itſelfe, 
truth Jhis alſo I may eaſily doe. 

2 The true Church is ſignified to be Onc, 
ha 


whoſe wordes of the Canticle: Yua c/? 
haue 
acts, 


lique, 
ll 


ſe, 6- 
ſpe- 


ton of $. Cyprian and $. Anlten. Allo we 
kay gather the ſame out of thoſe wordes 
tour Sawiour, in which he calleth his 
lburch wuz w/e one ſheepfold. Allo by 
thole 


The firſt 


marke 
na pro- 
ucd out 


ot SCrip= 


ruUrc., 


: | Cant c, 6 
aabe cc, if we will belecue theexpoli- cypr.l.g 


vnirate 


Ecclehrx, 
A ug.1. 6, 


in Toan, 


Toh.c. 1+» 


Rom. 12. 
x.Cor. 10 


Joh. 17, 


Lib.de 
Preſcript. 


Tbidcm. 
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thoſe places of S.Paul,where he tearmeth 
the Church »um corpus one body. More. 
ouer Chrift our Saujour praying for his 
Church,did ſpecially intreate,& without 
doubt obtained, vt onmes vnum ſint that all 
the membres therof ſhould be onething, 
fo wit,thatat the leaſt they ſhouldal pro- 
felſe one and the ſame faith: all partake 
of one and the ſame baptiſme, andother 
Sacramentes, all live vnder one and the 


Po 
91114 
one 
af V 


ſame Lord, in due ſubordination & ſub- me 


1etion to that vniforme and orderly go- 
ucrnement of lawfull paſtours, ordained hi 


& appointedin the Church by him. The þ 


true Church of Chr:ſt therefore is one. 
Contrary, the conventicles of Here- 

nques ern” {ova of this marke of vni- 

tie, according as Tertmilian affirmeth, ſay- 


ing. Denique penitus inſpecIe Hereſes ones 


multis,deprehenduntur cum auttoribus ſms df 
enticntes. Finally all Herehies, ifthey be 
well lookedinto, are found to diftern 
many thinges, from their firſt founders. 
And the reaſon of this diſagreemetams 
Herettques, the ſame Tertulkian aflign 
very well, in the ſame place,ſaying. /#+ 


riant inter ſe Heretict,dmm vauſquiſqne pro IL | 


&rbitrio modalatur quod accepit: Juemadmoan 
: (4 


je 


rmeth % 


More. 
or his 
ithout 
nat all 
thing, 
l pro- 
rtake 
other 
id the 
c (ub- 
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, The 
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arbitrio compoſuitille qus tradidit. He- 
ques do differ(in pointes of doftrine) 

ng themſelues,while as every one ta- 


ah ypon him to faſhion the faith,w hich , 


recciued, according to his owne liking 

fancie:like as he, that firſt delivercd it 

tothem,did invent it, according to his 
ie will and pleaſure, 

Thetrue Church is alſo proued to bee 
| by that of S. Paule. Templum Det ſan- 
in eſt,quodeſits vos, The temple of God 
tholy, which temple you are.By which 
lace notwithſtanding S . Paule did not 
keane to ſignifie, that euery one of this 
;mpanie was holy. For a litle after, in 
ele Epiſtle, hee ſaith to the ſame c5- 
kane, Omnino arditar inter vos fornicatio, & 
uly formicatio, qual 1s nec inter gentes. T here 
pplaincly heard fornication among you, 
adſuch fornication as thelike is not a- 


nong the heathen. He doth not therfore 


lay) meane that cuery one of the 
Church is holy, but that the whole com- 


any is to be tearmed holy z becauſe the 


eſsion thereof doth, of it ſelfe, who- 


fend to holines;z the doctrine being 
uch, as withdraweth from all vice, and 
aſtruReth and moucth men to yertue 


the 


The ſe=- 


cond 


marke., 
Santa. 


1.Cor, 2, 


r.Car. 5, 
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the Sacraments alſo do not only ſignifie, [her 
bur,in the vertue, which they have from Þ#91Þ 
Chriſt his Paſſion, they alſo worke,in vs, [Þcau 
(as inſtrutmentall cauſes) true & inward telfe 
ſanitie. Wherfore although every one, 
thatis in the Church, be not holy,yet,no 
doubt, alwaies ſome are; the which their 
holines,it pleaſeth almighty God to te- 
ſtihe and make knowne ſorvetime by 
miracle,and ordinarily,he vſeth to make 
It appatant enough, by the light of their 
vertuous ations, which, at all times, in 
many members of the true Church, doe 
ſo ſhine before men, that. by it, menare 
moved to glorify God,and ſonietimes to 
imitate in their 6wne life, that, which, in Jt 
others, they admire. And whatſoenuet 
member ofthe Church faileth from this 
holmes of life.it is evident, that the faulte I" 
15 only in hin-ſclfe,who lineth not accot« F 
ding to the preſcript of his profeſſion, 
nor vieth,m = ſort,thoſe mearies,which 
It hath of the holy Sacraments,which, as 
I ſaid before,are effeual inftrutnents of 
fancification. , 
Contrarwife, no ſe of Heretiques,ls 
truely holy; neither was there eucrafff 


perſon, that did inuent, or obftinately 
adhere 
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8 


Mifie, Jxihere vnto , any ſeR of hereſie , which 


» fr 
1nys 


{in him true {fiRtity. And no merueile. 
kecauſe the =_ profeſſion and doftrine 


ward ftſelfe of euery hereſfic, is oppolite to the 


ery rootes of true ſanity z the which 
notes be true Chriſtian faith and bumilitie. 
for how can he be truely holy and 1uſt 2 
jho being poſleſled with the ſpirit of he- 
xſy,muſt needsbe depriucd of true faith, 
mthout which,the iuſt man cannot line, 
xcording to that ſaying df S.Paule. Inſtus Hebr. ro. 
fide vivit.Or how can he be holy 2 that N1=*-*3. 
bth not only, not humble himlelfe, like 
title one, ſubmirting himſelfe to eucry 
mane creature,for Gods ſake:but doth c.Pet.2. 
moudly oppoſe himſelfe, againſt the v- 
werfall Church it ſelf, whom God hath AD 
vile and commanded vs to heare,, no © 
therwiſe then himſelfe. For wanting , 
kisbumility, & conſequently the grace © 
God, which is denied to the proud, & 

en to the humble, thereisno doubt, 

tthat howſoeuer ſuch a man ſcemerh 


f Jnhis outward behaviour , hee can haue 


btrue ſanftity within him; the which 
neſanRtiry failing inwardly , itis hard 
br him to beare himſelfe ſo, butthar, 


pmetyne or other, by one occaſion or 0- 
ther, 
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ther, heſhall even outwardly manf:f Þ#®; 


this his inward war; as in theſe our daies, Þ 
heretques commonly do, in ſuch appf- 
rant manner,that it isno hard matter to 
diſcerne,that they be not (as ſome of the! 
would haue the Church defined) comps- P® 
ny of Samts. F 
Thethird The true Church is proved alſotobe 
_ Catholique, thatis to ſay vniuerſall; firſt,in 
atholica. . : | 
timez by moſt plaine propheſies & pro- F* 
miſes of {cripture,as I = already ſhew 
ed in the eleauenth chapter vnto which Þ 
here I will only adde thoſe wordsof 1/a+ F 
as Hoc fadus meum cum ens dicit Dominus , fji» 
ritus mens qui eft in te, verba mea, que piſs 
mn ore t#u9,n0n recedent de ore two, de ore ſent- 
w15 ti, F de ore ſemnints (emints tui, dit Do- || 
minus,amodo vſq, in ſempiternum. T his 1s my 
couenant with them,ſaith our Lord;,my 
Spirit whichis in thee, and my wordes 
which I haue put inthy mouth, ſhall not 
depart from thy mouth, and from the 
mouth ofthy ſeede,and from the mouth J*s 
of the ſeede of thy ſeede, ſaith our Lord, | 
from hence forth for cuer. i FF 
It may aiſo be eaſily proued to bers F 
uerlal in refpet ofplace, by theſe plane 


teltunonics of holy $cripturg, Conuerten- 
| | i'll 


Ifa.c. 59. 
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dd Dominum vninerſs fines terre, all the 
nds of the earth ſhall be converted to 


aflumine vſqz, ad termings orbu terrarwum. 
- Re(to wit Chriſt)ſhall rule and have do- 
mon from ſea to ſea, & from the flood, 
' Sill the furthermoſt limits of the earth. 


e-him. Vpon all which places and 
me other, ſee S.fuſten in his expolition 
thePſalmes,and'among other things, 
uch he ſpeaketh-to the purpoſe, note 
i paenen ofthoſe words a ſlumi- 
bd Wa; termunos orbis terrarum. V V hich 
; Jords(faith he) doth fignifie,that the do- 
union of-Chriſt began 4 ſlumine Iordano 
maithe lood of Iordan 3 where he; be- 
tw baptized, was made manifeſt, by the 
cending bf the holy Ghoſt, and the 
bund of his Fathers voice; from whence 
x began to chooſe his Diſciplesz and 


Jedicatur Enangeliumregni in vninerſo orbe, 

aeſtimoniunz omnibus gentibus , CF Franc vent- 
« I's. His doftrine 4 worn is dilated 
«pread abroad, vnto the furthelt parts 
#the carth, when the Goſpell of the 
wr Þ'- G j. king- 


«Lord; Dominabitur 4 mars vſq; ad mare, Plal.7 r. 


5 wel ſeruient ei, All nations ſhall Ibidem. 


mm bence (faith he) Dottrina cus incipt= Aug,in 
wdiatatuy, w/q1 ad terminos orbis terre, cum Pſal.71 
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kingdome is preached ouer the wholekJe 
world, fora teſtimony to all nations, af-pye 
ter which done, the end (of the world) kth 1 
ſhall come. See alſo the ſame S. Auftein fr fo 
his booke de wmitate Eccleſue , eſpeciallyin 
the ninth and tenth chapter,whereheci-Sge , 
teth and vrgeth that place of Saint Le, ey | 
where our | 7s ſaith Neceſſe eſt ;mpleiffie : 
onmnia que ſcripts ſunt in lege, Prophets, #'Wthe 
Pſalmis de me &c. quoniam ſic ſcriptum et, # Tron, | 
ſec oportebit Chriſtum pats, & reſwreere 4 mar« hs 
turs, & predicari in nomine eius pamtentian fe wh 
remi ſonem peccatorum in omnes gentes jncipi« | Bye: 
entibus ab leroſolima. It is needfull that all 
things ſhould be fulfilled, which are wri- i 
ten ofme, inthe Law, the Prophets and 
Pſalmes &c. for (o itis written, and fot by. ; 
was needfull,that Chriſt ſhould ſuffer, &] 
riſe = from the dead the third day, Jin 
and that penance and remiſſion of finnes {; 


ſhould be preached in his name through» 

out all nations,beginning from Hierulxf 
lem. By which place and divers other 

he ſheweth plainely,that the true Chu ſhes; 
of Chriſt, cannot be contained ina cot-flygy. 
nerof the world, but muſt be vniverlall Sigg, 


thatis, diffuſed and ſpread, throughoithwhe- 
the whole world , as the ſame 6. his þ 
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wholeſde his other proofes, gathered out of 
NS, a- Bevery name Catholica, the which name 
uth he) was impoſed on the Church by 
r forefathers, vt-exipſo nomine oftenderent Aug,l. de 
Nl fic per totum eſt, ſecundii torum enim C atholon - i leſs 
we dicitur. That by the very name, © OE 
might ſhew , that the Church 1s 
wghout the whole world. For (ſaith 
the word Cathelon in Greeke (where« 
on Catholique is derived) fignifyeth a 
Ing which is generall or agreeing to 
whole. 
Butwe muſt note here, that when we 
e,the true Church is Catholique or 
ſed throughout the whole world; it 
and fiment, that , at leaſt, by ſucceſsion of 
wet hath beene or ſhalbe dilated more 
Wmore in euery natis, till it haue gone 
Wughout the whole world. Moreouer 
ty tearmed Catholique,not onely be- 
alſeitſhalbe ſpred over the whol world 
"$iproceſſe of time, but alſo becauſe,cuen 
Wtvery age,it hath beene and ſhalbe al- 
Wein very _ nations; andindeede 
very nation, where any Chriſtian re» 
gon 15,which is,in a ſort to be ſpred 0- 
the whole world. This doth 8. Auſten 
lis booke de vnitate Eccleſis moſt dili- 
G 1j. _ecatly 


Collol. 1. 
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oently proue out ofthe Scriptures ther: 
{clues. Theeftc& of his argumentis thi 
The Church muſt be ſuch as it is deſcri 
bed in Scripture. But m Scripture it. 
deſcribed to beginne at leruſalem: and te 
cede into al Tewrie: & to goe forward 
into Samarza: and to ſtreatch itſelfe fur 
ther & further »ſque ad vitimum terre even, 
vnto the yttermott of the earth. And{fai 
eth hee ) the ſeede of the Goſpell one 
ſowen in the faelde of the world, fruif 
cat,ex creſcit,doth( not, vniuerſally, orfogk 
the moſt part, periſh , but) frudtifie and 
grow or encreaſe, in omni mundo in thefifny; 
whole world, & doth cotinue to ,growor 
encreaſe, v/que ad meſſem vntill the haruel 
ofthe conſummation of the world,as our 
Sautour f1gnificth,the which conſumma 


tion wilbe,when this ſcede 1s come tothe; 


full grouth pradicabitur Euangelimm mm wn 
uerſo mundo, in teſlimonium onmibu: gentibuh 
(faierh our Sauiour) & twnc venier-conſu 
matio, the Goſpell thalbe preached thy 
whole world, for a teſtimonie to. all na 


tions, and then the conſummation-(halll;a; 


come. This is Saint Awſtens diſcourle,b "*: 


which heproueth that the true C:hurcfhy, 


of Chriſt, is not containedina wang 
| t 
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world, butmuſt be dilated and fpred, 


8 fort, ouer the whole world. 
JOn the contrary ide, the congregatis 
erctiques is not Catholique-neither 111 
Senor place. And firlt for time itis e- 
Went, becauſe true doctrine was firſt 
ached and beleeued,as the good ſeede 
firſt ſowen in the fielde, & afterward 
cockle,that is,falſe dotrine was ouer 
Sned.S.Pauledid, for three yeares ſpace, 
Kh the Fpheſtans the true dofrine of 
thand had'couerſed among them like 
Smbe, ſermons Domino cumonnibunlita- Ac.z0. * 
Firing our Lord with all humilityzbut 
Shs departure,he ſaide;he knew that 
nous wolues would enter in among 
Þ=m,not ſparing the flocke,and that,eue 
oftherrowne compante;.there would 
Bile viri [qutntes perucrſ4,vtabducant diſci- Thidem. 
pſt ſc, men ſpeaking: pernerſe things 
tthey may*'leade away :difciples after ' 
mſelues., And', as this' happened at 
Fw, ſo doubtles in all other places, 
re there hath beene any altcration-of 
MFintian dofrinesfirſt the true faith was ' 
Fatcd by-ſome Apoſtle or Apoſtolique 
Au and afterward the: contraric was 
= wghtin; by ſome ſpeaking perucrſe. 
G 11j. things, 


92 A TREATISE 
things, therby leading away diſciples af,hwet 


tertheſelues. So that itis certaine,thatngh1b0lt 
Hereſie is ſo ancient, as the true faith:nei. hue C 
ther is y one of them of ſo long conti. treo 
nuance, for the time to come, as $. Pau hte? 
fgnifieth,when,hauing deſcribed Here. ſvtco 


tiques of the latter dates, he addeth, 5d fo get! 


:. Tim. 2, Pea non proficient inſipientia enim corum ma. bole 


nifeſta erit omnibus, but they ſhall proſper ſ8S-? 
no further,for their follie ſhalbe manifeſt Jued : 
to all. The ſame doth S. After aptly ex- Juv» 


_ expounding thoſe wordes ofthe Ivall, 
Aus. in 


ſalme, Ad n:hilum denenient tanquam aqu [@t, 1 


Plal.57. decurrens. Non vos terreant fratres(ſaicth he) Jurthe 


quidam fluny qui dicuntmr torrentes;hyemalibur Jay 0 
aquis implentwr 1 nolite timere , poſt paululay JNace 
tranſit, decurrit aqua,ad tempus perſtrepit, mx [itthe 
ceſſabit , diu ſtare non poſſunt, Mmulte Hereſe, [no cc 
34m emortua It wnt,&c. My brethren letno, yorld, 
certaine floodes called landebrookester_ | yas: 
rifie you; they are filled with winter wa, [aich 
—— them not, after a while the wa- lolde ( 
ter doth paſſe & runne downe, fora time {(fati: 
itmaketh a noiſe, but it will ceaſe by and Jbonly 
by, thoſe floodes can not ſtand longzMi- «that 
» ny Hereſfics are now alreadic dead, &c. urSa 
* Now if we will hauc reſpe& of place,tis [hy 


ccrtaine that no-Hlerefice is by proceſſe of I ot, ( 
time 
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les a6.hne to ſpread it ſelfe abſolutely over the 
hatno(#0ole world, as I haue proved, that the 

nei. (me Church ſhall doe, and the reaſon 
conti. ſkreof may bee aſſigned, becauſe as Saint 
Poul Lafen Caieth, din ſtare non poſſunt, they can 
Here. fot continne ſo long, as were cedefll, 
th, 5d ſÞgettthem ſo vniuerſally ſpred ouer the 
im ne. Iybole world,eſpecially conſidering, that 
whe $$. Paule ſaieth, when they haue conti- 


anifeſt Jed a while, In/ipientza earum manifeſta fit 2. Tim.yg. 


ly ex. [awb»s, their foliſhenes 15 made manifeſt 
of the Ivall, and ſo no meruaile, /: v{tr non profi- 
mage Jeat,if they proſper not, nor make no 
hl icther progrefle. Neither ordinarily, in 
wlibu Jay one age, is Hereſte ſo vniuerſall in 
alulam = as the true Catholiquereligis, but, 
it, ox Jatthe molt part, it is contained in one or 
Hereſe, ['"o.coutries, as it werein a cornerof the 
etnoy I'orld.So that of heretiques we may well 
eter, [yas S. Auſten doth, that they arethoſe, 
r wa, [ach ſay: Ecce hic eft Chriſt#s, ecce 1lſic. Be- 
-wa- Jiolde Chriſt is here, beholde he is there, 


; time J{fatis toſay, the true doftrine of Chrilt cap.,. 


yand Jbonly truely preached in this countrie, 
$Mz- | *that country)of which kind of people, 
, &, J\rSauiour giueth vs warning, and bid- 


ejtis [{thvs,ſaying, nolite aredere,belecue them 14; . « 


ſſe of J'vt. We may well ſay alſo of theſe(as the 
G u1j. {ame 
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Aug.l. 4 ſame S. Auſten doth) Qruecungque cmprepatio hh 

- _— cutuſl;bet +4 495ps angulzs [or apts. A | 

FHP non matrona.Whatlocuer congregationof Þ 

what Hereſie ſoeuer , ſitteth in corners; Wt 

(that 1s to ſay, is but in few prouinces, & 

in thereſt of the Chriſtian world, eitheris i 

not at all , or at leaſt is not manifeſtly 

knowen to be) is a concubine, nota ma- 

trone,to wit it 15 notthe ſpouſe of Chrilt, Us 

northe lawfull mother ofthe children of fmur 

God. Wherefore fith there is this diffe-itert 

rence betwixt hereſie, and true ChriſtanÞdGo 

relig1onzthat, as the lame S. Auſten ſaith.) Its, a 

Aug.l. de Singulz Hereſes in multt; getibusvbi Eciliſuing 

—_— eft non inueniuntur: Eccleſia autem, que voiqu Ymy 1 

_ m_—_ eft,ctiam vbi illx ſunt, inuenitur, Herelies are de 
P.3 a Mc 

not found in many nations, where the Yitre 

Churchis: but the Church,whichis eve- Krhi 

ry where, is found in thoſe nati6s,where 

Hereſtes are. T his difference(Iſay)being 

betwixt Hereſie, and the true religion, we 

. need not doubt, but thatto be C athobgr, 

or vniverſally received in the'Chriſhan 

world, eſpecially atall times;isanote of 

the truth. And that therefore the comp#- 

nie which profeſſeth the faith, which, at 

all times,and,in a ſort,in all places, hath 

bin recciued of Chriſtians,is radoubter 7 

J 
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749 the true Church of Chriſt. 

nerf, Laſtly the true Churchis alſo Apoſto- 
onofSye;thatis to ſay,ſuch as hath her foim- 

rners, lation from the Apoſtles, according to _ Me 
es, &Yatfaying of the Apoſtle S. Pale. Noy POT» © 
ther is Ys hoſp3tes ex aduens ſed eſtts cines ſanFForum 

feltly $4 doweſirer Det, (wperadificati ſupra ſuntlamt- 

a Ma- Apoſtolorum & Prophet arum,ipſo ſummo 

brit, Yagwlars Lapide Chreſlo Ieſu. You are not 
renoffſungers and forreiners, but you are ci- 
difte-Yiterts of the ſain&s and the domeſticals 
iſtanJiſGod, brilt pon the foundation of the Apo- 

ſaith.) Yſr, and Prophetes , 1eſus Chrift hiniſelfe 
EdlefJring the higheſt corner ſtone. This we 

wig my gather out of that which i3alreadic 

ies are nh For ifthe-apoſtles were they which 

re the Fitre appointed, by our Sauior;to be,vn- , , 
is eut- Fterhim, the folders ofhis Church which © 
where Yytheir preaching, beganne at teruſalem, aq... 
)being Yudftom thence by them, and: thoſe that 

on, we raved auQority trom them,targram VI - Aug.l. de 
ligne, Fir veſcendo vbique diffuſa ct(as Saint Arſter: Paſtor, 
riſhan Felaroade a vine, by growing was 


” - O 
ed abroad every where; & being thus 


9 Ae abroad,was after- 
ich, at Yards, by the miniſterie of lawfully ſuc- 
5, hath teding paſtours and doQtors,continuecd, 
ubted- yithout intern ptton,till now,and thalbe 

ly alſo 
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alſo ſo continued, till the worldes end; bþd 
thereis no doubt, but that this companie [4a 
(Conacng thus lineally from the Ape. |. 

es, & depending of them, as their law. fi 
full progenitours, and being built ypon 
them,as (after Chriſt himſelf) vpoprin- 
cipall foundations )may well bee called 
Apoſtolique, that 1s to ſaye, ſuch as derive 
thcir pedegree from no other authouror 
as aa latter then the Apoſiles them- 
ſclues. All this doth Tertulkan briefely,but I; 
pithely comprehend in this ſhort ſentfce 

Lib. de Apoſtols apud vnam-quamsz ainitatem eccleſus 

preſcript. condrderunt : ab his autem cunitatibus ſeu ectle- 

ſys ab Apoſtolis conflitutrs, traducem fidei, & 
ſemmina doftrine, catera exinde eccleſue mututs 
ia ſunt & quotidie mutuantar vt eccleſia fan, Yr 
ac = hoc &r ipſ# Apoſtolica deputabuntir i 
ſoboles Apoſtolicarum eccleſarum. T he Apo 
ſles (to wit either immediately by them- 
ſclues, or by meanes of others) founded 
Churches at every Citty:from which ci- 
ties or | ons 6s Oo» thus founded by 
the Apoſtles, other Churches afterwad J 
did borrow,and do daily borrow theok {| 
ſpring offaith,and the ſeeds of dorine, Y 
hart ey may be made Churches, and, 
by thismeancs,theſc alſo ſhall be ys 


OF FAITH, 99 
d Apoſtolique , as being the iſſue of the 


hpolicall Churches. 
. Contrariwiſe no conuenticle ofhere- 
ques can be Apoſtoliqne, by reaſon that 
krefie(being an vpſtartnovelty,contra- 
to the former received faith of the 
urch) cannot have any Apoſtle or A- 
my ue man,for autor and founder, 
1s freed to acknowledge ſome o- 
her,of whom,as it receaued the. firſt be- 
n},ſo moſt comonly, either the doctrine 
the men that follow it,or both, receie 
iſo their name, as of Arrians came Arria- 
ime,and the Arriens , of Montanuw came 
he Montaniſfts, and Montane, and there 
wneuer yet heretique, which could de- 
we the pedegree of his congregation, 
y ninterrupted ſucceſſion, from the A- 
es3 which maketh Tertullian to vrge 
ſo earneſtly, ſaying , Edant heretici 
ngines eccleſrarum ſuarum , evoluant ordinem 
Iiſcop2um ita per ſwcceſcaones decurrentes, vt 


Jmus ile Epiſcopus,aliquem ex Apoſtolicis vi- 
Wqur tamen cm Apofolis perſenrraucrit, ate 
em babuerit, cx anteceſſorem. Let the he- 
likes ſhew the beginning of their Chur- 
(hes (or, as they had rather ſay,of their 
Congregations ) letthem vnfold the pon 

er 
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der of their Biſhops (or ſuperintendent) 
ſo running downe by ſucceſſions, that 
the firſt of then ſhall havefor his anger 
(in doctrine) and predeceſſors (in plate) 
any Apoſtolique man, who did perſeuer, 


and did not forſake the Apoſtles. This 


did Tertwllian vrge them becauſe he knew 
well, that they could neuer make this 
proper note ofthe true Church to agree 
to their company. | 
| Itappeareth therefore plaine enough, 
that theſe foure properties One Holy Ca- 
tholique and Apoſtolique agree only to the 
true Church} and faith it is no bard mat: 
ter for any to ſee or know , which tom- 
pany of Chriſtians hath theſe properties 
(as inthe next'chapterlT ſhall declare;)It 
1s alſo plaine , that theſe foure One, Hole 
Catholique, Apoſtolique(being proper tothe 
true Church : and apparant enough) are 
ooo0d notes or markes, by which me a 
diſcerne,which company ofthoſe,which 
have the name of Chriſhans, and which 
profeſle ( as eucry company profelleth 
themſelues) to teach the true do&rineof 
Chriſt,is indeed the true Church,which, 
doubtleſſe,teacheth,in all poiats,the trus 
doctrine of Chriſt. 
CHAP. 


m—_ —— 


CHE 


lents) | Cray. XVI. 


ator That the Romane Church i One, Holy, 
Catholique, Apoſtolique, and 


ra therefore the true Church. 

3 
as gy s farre my diſcourſe hath gone 
» this 1% along all in generalities, in ſhewing 
1oree {ibenecellity of true faith: and that this 
O 


fath is to be learned of the true Church: 
ad that this Church continueth alwaies 


y the {wn profe Sing the true faith of Chriſt : parta- 
wy bis Sacraments : and lining vnder the go- 
wenement of Lawfull Paſtors his ſubſtitutes : 8& 
erties {ihat, (whereas divers companies of men 
re)It [ke vpon them the title of this Church, 

Fils Iybcreby ſome do ſtand in doubt, which 
othe 1ompany 15 the true Church) therebee 
h) are | ain marks, by which, the true Church 
: may: | bay be certainely knowen, & diſcerned, 
thick {wm all other companies or congregati- 
vhich 1% : and finally, thattheſe markes bee 
(ſeth tiole foure One, Hol y, C atholique, Apoſtolt= 
neof | 9, which arecertainely knowne to bee 
ſhroperties of the true Church , both 
bythe Nicene Creed, and alſo by plaine 
kunonies of Scriptures and Fathers. 


Now 
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put — _ ——  — — — 


adis viſtble,as being a »/ib/e company of - 
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Now it wil be good to ſce,if we can by | M 
theſe generall grounds, conclude, which 
particuler company of men 1s the true Iſhat! 
Church of Chriſt. A concluſion of ex. pun 
ceeding great conſequence, as touching uth, 
all matters in controuerhie concerning {fc 
the doftrine of faith,as may appeare, by Þ 
the drifte of all my former diſcourſe. For Þ 
theframing of which concluſion, we ſhal 
notneed to bring in compariſon, allthe 
companies or ſeQes of divers religions, JW 
that have bin and arein the world; be- Jnan 
cauſe every one can eaſily diſcerne of Jfthe 
themſclues, and eſpecially by the helpe Jn { 
ofthat,which hath beene ſaide, that nei- Iure 
ther Turkes nor lewes nor whatſoecuer 0- ſeque 
ther Infidels,can be the 'true Church of J(hur 
Chriſt , becauſe theſe neither haue the Þ'— 
name of Chriſtians, neither do they pro- 

fefſe to haue the name of Chriſt. Neither | 7 
am I now to meddle with heretiquesand 
ſchiſmatiques of former ages, the which, 
as they haue kin condemned, by the ge- 
nerall conſent of the Church,ſo, in con- 
tinuance of time, they haue beene worne 
out by the ſame Churchzin ſo much,that 
eucn the memory of them (God be than- 
ked, ſcemeth to be periſhed with _—_ 
My 
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nby | My chiefe queſtion and compariſon, 
'hick ore,ſhalbe,betwixtthe Romain Church 
true Ithatis to ſay,that company, which com- 
Fex. Inunicateth, and agreeth in profeſſion of 
hing th, with the Church of Rome, & liueth 
ning Fader the obedience (as touching ſpiri- 
b, by tu | marters)of the Biſbop of Rome,& other 
For Piſhops and rn ynder him) and the 

meſtantes (that is to ſay, that companie, 
which from Luther his time hitherward, 
hue oppoſed themſelues againſt the Ro- 
mine Church) either all or any one ſe 
efthemzmy queſtion (I ſay) or compari- 
bn ſhalbee, tro which of thoſe two, the 
bure forenamed markes agree, and con- 
—_ , Which of them is the true 

urch. 


—— 


6. SBCT. IL 
That the Romame Church onely « one. 


F IrſtI inde that the Proteflants Church 
is not perfately One, or vmuforme in 
dgmaticall points of faith, but variable, 
Kcording to the varictic of times & per- 
bas, now holding one thing, then an 0- 
ther, and. that the learned men thereof, 
m. Jzeſomuch atIarre among themſclues, 


My un 
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3n matters offaith, that it is hard to findeh 
three, inall paintes,of one opinion, and; 
(which is chiefly ro bee 'pondered,, as {ci 
—_ appertaining to the marke of 
nitie) they haue no meanes to end theiy Þ( 
controuerſtes,ſo to returne to vnitie,and 
to continue therein. For while as they ad. 
mitt.no rule of faith, but onely Scripture; 
which ſcriptures diuers men expound di. f{rtal 
uerſely,according to the.diuers humours þ 
and affettions, opinions and phantaſies Þ 
of euery. one, never one admitting an 
one head or cheef ruler infallibly guided 
by the holy ' Ghoſt, in his doctrine, to 
whoſe cenſure 1n matters of faith, every 
one ſhould of neceſsitie ſubnut theſelues Þ* 
Lib. 2. & 4 capite con(tituto , {chiſmates tollatur agcaſu 
loun. that, { as S. Hierome ſpeaketh ) a head o 
chiefe ruler being ordained, occaſion of Fn 
ſchiſme or druthon may bee taken away. 
Whilſt they do thus( as they all doe thus, 
al proclaiming to be ruled by only Scnp 
ture, and yet almoſt in cuery one, inone 
point or other,cxpounding Scripture dl 
uerſely,and one contrarie to an other;ac- 
cording tg the divers ſeenung of cuery F! 
ones ſenſe, and never one admittingany 


one ſuperiour, infallibly guided by * 
| ly 


On FAITH? r03 
ly Ghoſt,to whoſe definitive ſentence 


-&Þ and the reſt wilbe bound to ſubmitte 


cir dorine & expoſiti6s):whillt( I ſay) 
doe thus, it is vnpoſlible that they 
Id, in fidei occurrere vmtatem, meete(as 
Herome conſaileth)in the vnity of faith. 
be which vnitic in profeſs1on of faith 


; Þotwithſtanding, is one principall thing 


raining to the vnitie ofthe Church: 
id /nitze of the Church , is one chiefe 
ark, by which we muſt diſcerne whick 
the true Church, 
Contrarywiſe the Rowane Church is al- 
jesoe and vniforme in faith,neuer va- 
ng,or holding any dogmaticall point 
ntrarie to that, which in former times, 
omthe beginning it did hold. Thelear- 
dmen thereof, though ſomctimes dif- 
nog 1n opinion, in matters not defined 
the Church, yetin matters offaith all 
dpire in one. And no meruaile, becauſe 
have a moſt conuemient meanes to 
epevnity in profeſsi6 of faith,fith they 
acknowledge one chief paſtor apoin- 
over them(to witthe ſucceſſour of S. 
er)to whoſe definitive cenſure,in mat- 
ncocerning wn they wholy ſub- 
te themlelucs, knowing that to Saint 


S$. Hier.in 
cap. 4 ad 


Epheſ. 


H + Pere 


- 
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Math. x6. Peter (and his ſucceſſours) Chriſt our $43 t 
uior promiſed the keyes of the kingdomeey ! 
of heauen:and that hee would vpon hinpſcke 
(and his ſuccefſours)as vpon aſure rockey 
build his Church. Knowing alſo thatthg 
ſimeour Saviour did ſpecially pray for 

Luc.22, S.Peter(and every one his lawtfull ſucceſs 
ſour) that this taith ſhould not faile(arÞ 
leaſtſofarr as to teach the Church a falſe $ 
faith/to the intent, that he might bee al- 
waies able to conhrme bis brethren, at 
any time,they ſhould faile in the dotrine #hi 

Chryſoft. of faith. Knowing laſtly, that to S. Peter, 

a and his tuc cefſours (which word I adde, Þ 

= not without ſuthcient authority and rea 

S.Leo fon) Chriſt our Lord gaue moſt ample 

Ser. 2, de power over his vniverſall Church, ſay- 

anniverl. 1p paſceoucs m:4s, feede my ſheepe: that Þ 

aflumpr, : . : whe 

uz, 24 . 15 to fay: Rule or gouerne, as chiet paſtor 

Pontif, Vnder m&my ſheep; that 15,all thole;that Þyc: 

loan, 21, pertaine tothe ſheepefolde, whichis the Þ 
Church; giung him and his ſucceſſoun Fl 
charge to feed them, with the food oftrueÞ 
do&rine of faith: and conlequently bin» Fi 

ding theſe his ſheep,to recciue obedient F 

ly is foode of true doctrine of faith at Piicy 


their hands: & con!equently tying him- ad wi 


{clte ſo to aſbilig hun, and bus —_—_ 
WIW, 


- 
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Wh the guiding of the holy Ghoſt, that 


; ſhould alwaies propoſe vnto the 
ke of Chriſt , which 1s his vniuerſall 
Murch,the foode of true faith, and that 
ſhould never teach (ex Cathedra)any 
1g contrary to true faith , fith if hee 
*7 notthus aſſiſt, burſhould pemitte 
m to teach the Church errors in faith, 
tthe Church, which(a)he hath bound (2) Luks 


beare this Paſtor in all points , might, '*: 
: Mat.2 3. 


trary to his purpoſe,crre,nay,ſhould, 13 

ſhim, be bound to erre,which, without gh, 6, 
phemy,cannot be ſaid. All Catholike 

uned men,therefore, knowing this, do 
nowledge that the definitiue ſentece, 


this chicte Paſtor (either alone or at 
utwith a generall councell)muſt needs 
et, alwatices, an vnfallible vndoubted 
uh; and that therefore , they way ſafe.. - 
yea,they muſt neceſlarily,ſubeutte all 
a idgements and opinions, either in 
rpreting Scripture , or otherwiſe in 
concerning religion, tothe ccn- 
rot this Apoſtolike ſeate. The which 
nt _ doe,(as they muſt alwaics do, 
ley-wil be accounted Catholike men, 
Wwill not caſt out them\clues , or bee 


Kont of the company of Catholsques 
H 1. how 
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bow is it poſſible,that one ſhould diſſenf- 


from another, in matters of faith , oral 
leaſt obſtinately (as heretiques doe) erre 
in any point of faith ; 

So that this difference may be aſſignet 
betwixt any ſeR of heretiques andrhe 
Romane Church that heretiques are 
company not vnited among themſcluee 
by any like,which is able to containe & 
continue them in vnity of faith: whereaf, 
the Romane Church 1s Plebs $acerdoti adunt 

Cy r.lib. ma & grex Paſtors ſuo adharens (as S. Cypi 

+Epi-9 (:ith a Church ſhould bee) a peopleioy 
ned totheir Prieſt and a flocke cleauing 
to their Paſtor, whom whillt it hearet! 
as it is alwaies bound to do) it is vnpolliþ 
ble,butthar it ſhould retaine the vnitie, 
of faitht like as,on the contrary fide, ac 
cording tothe ſaying of $. Cypriannomali 
unde hereſcs oborts ſunt , aut nata ſchiſmateh; 
quam inde,,quod Sacerdots Dei non obtemprrin 
tar 5 necynus in Eccleſia ad tempus Saceras 
nec vu waex vice Chriſti cogitatur. Notino 
any other root have Lortnr & ſchiſma 
ſproung vp but from this, thatmen dog, 
not obey the Prieſt of God , neither dot 
they confider, how that in the Chur 
there is one Prieſt, and one Judge, fort 
Kmeanltecd of Chit, 
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Iiſenſ-.. — 


—— 


, Ora Ups 8 
©) ed That the Ramane Church only is Holy. 


ten EconDLY ; I finde thatthe Prote- 

nd the J itants Congregation 15 not Holy. Be- 

> are Biſe, not only molt of their men be cui- 
neiveSncly more wicked, thenmen , which 

une thin olde time,and in latter yeares, !1- 

here D110 the Roman Churchz as thof: can ecl], 

_ ach haue ſeene both , and 15 contelled 

JP Luther hunſelte , who lauth thus Smut | *X 
le 10) homunes mag 1s vindict cupidignagis aud- ye - 
cul B naps ab omni mericordss remots , 4915 "ns 
Ar odeſts,cf+ 3ndiſcip;inats, multoqy deteriores dom.pri- 


npoſſ | fucrmnt in Papatu.Men are now more MZ ad- 


VIleengfull,more couetous, more vaner- "*05: 


lc, ill, more vamodett and vnruly, and 
h worle then when they were Pa- 
I, Thelike teſtimony you may find 
Pea by another of their Doors called 

« #lnus, which for breuty ſake TI omit. 6 

Fchiefely their company 1s not holy, {yper cap: 

" c there was neuer yet Saint or holy z21.Lnc, 

gn of it : neither is their dottrine ſuch, 
"may, of 1t ſelte, leade the moſt preciſe 
; Peruers of it, ta holines, but doth, (by 
| Pr points whuch hauc bin taught) ra- 
; &1 ij. ther 
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ther encline men toliberty, and looſn ÞKt 
of life. As for example,it enclineth thenſ9 
to breake faſting dates; and to caft aw! 
ſecret confeſſion of {ins to a Prieſt; Lofo9% 
which are knowne to bee ſoneraione rei 
meches aginl(t fin. Allo it enclineth thenſ*© 
to negle& good workes ; for they hoult hat ( 
them cither not to be neceſſary or noff®® 
meritorious of life everlaſting , whiclſ2 89 
muſtneeds make men leſle eſteeme thÞ* 1: 
raiſe of them. Alſo 1t maketh men 
carelefic in keeping Gods commandeJ8"% 
ments, becauſe diuers Proteſtants ( if no 
all) nold them vnpoſlible to be obſerued nd p 
and (as it is ſaid) »mpoſ#bil1um non ct eleftu Ve 
0 man: chooſeth or laboureth to at fder 
chive that which he thinketh to be altoJ"®i'c| 
gether vnpoſſible. It maketh menalſe ſo ba 
not to feare, or to bee carefull to auoidgh*0Yy 
ſnne,becauſe itis held among themthat ""e 
whatſoever we dois-ſinne,, and that wedJ%* 3 7 
cannot chuſe but continvally ſine, and, ””* 
that all ſinnes are of themſelues mortall lome 
which whotoeuer thinketh, how can hee 
be afraid to fin , fith ultum eſt timere, quis 
vitars no poteſt, 1t 1s fooliſhnes to feare tat 
which no way can bee avoided. Finall 
their doctrine of predeltination is _ 
| max6 
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nake men careleſſe or deſperate in all 
"L4ions and conſultations, fith ſome of 


_ hem hould all chings ſo to proccede of 
» bot! ds cternall predeſtination , that man 
one rein matters of rel:g1on, atleaſt) hathno 
Þ thenfiree-will to doe well, or to auoidall, but 


hood hat God himſelfe is author, and mouecth 
zem,effefually and forcibly, not onely 
og00d workes, but in the ſame ſort, vn 
pthe ate of finne. Loe whither this do- 
h megrine leadeth a man , vvhich giueth 
1ande$g0unds, which of themſelues encline a 
/ if noÞan2to neglett all endeuour,in the ſtudy 
ernedJind prattile of vertue, and to caſt away 
4+ Jcare of auoiding linne and vice: & con- 


or no 
whic 
me the 


to at 


» di which of it owne nature bringeth forth 


-n al{{Þ bad Fruite. And ſee whether this com- 
auoiddÞany, which teacheth and belecueth ſuch 
mthal = of vnholy dodrine, can polliblic 
a Holy Church. 

Inthe Romane Church,] confeſle there be 
ſome {infull folke, all in it arc not good. 


at wee 
e, anc 
ortall 


an hee & 
e, nud{Þlacke and faire,in it are mixed good and 


e that bad, as out of diuers parables of our Sa- 
alli wour I proved before. But there are two 
ble rofdifferences betwaxt the ſinfull, which are 


make H 11. To 


=—_ 


kder whether this can bee a good trec, Mat.7, 


for the Church is called mera + formoſa, Cunt. 1, 
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in the Romaine Church and thoſe which ard Ki 
among Sectaries. 

T he firſt differences, that among he. 
retiques thereare none, which weemay 
call truely holy,of which,as of the better 
or more worthy -part, their congregation 
may be tearmed holy: as the Romane Church 
may. It may bee perhaps, that one may 
finde diuers of them, —_ abſtajne from 
groſle outward finnes, as ſtealing, ſwea- 
ring, &c. And that ſome of them, doe Jwpv 
many workes morally good, as to give fanſa 
almes to the needie, and that they line, Jrere 
atleaſtin outward ſhew, in vpright and J&,wl 
moderate ſort. But alas, theſe * not ſuf- Jnight 
ficientor certaine ſignes of ſandtitiezall Jnow 
this,& perhaps farre more, we may reade Jad c 
of heathen Philoſophers; theſe outward Jmles 
aftion* may proceed of naturall & ſome- J(e,or 
time of ſinnefull motives:and con'equit- Jbuth 
ly, they may bevery farre from true ho- Jngh 
lines, which muſt be groided in true cha Jcertal 


«.Cor.13 rite; for as S. Pale ſaith to diſtribute all Jinthe 


that one hath to feed the poore,or to giue Jt to] 


ones bodie to burne, doth nothing auaile Jn, c 


without charity:which charity muſt pro- Jhile 


s.Tim., ceede de cordepuro,ef conſcientia bona, & fide Jtowe 


v1 ficta out of a pure harts,& a good con» ly gi 
ſcience 
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1 ard ence, and an vnfained faith. The which 


 lie- 
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ings being moſtinwardzand conſequet- 
hidden and ſecret, cannot ſufficiently 
& ſhewed to others, by thoſe outward 
ftions , which may come from other 
iuſes as ſoone as from theſe. Nay, they 

not be knowen certainely of the par- 
 himſelfe. For n:ſ1t homo vtrum odio vel Ecclet. 4, 
wore dignus ſit a man knoweth not whe - 
her he be worthy of hate or loue: and 
wu poteſt dicere mundumeſt cor menm? who Prov. *v. 
anſay my hartis cleane?but theſe things 
re wed to him onely qui /crutatir cor- 
, who ſearcheth the harts, to witte al- 
mghtie God, and it cannot be perfitely 
nowen of men, who haue them truely, 
nd conſequently, who be truely ſaints, 
mlesit pleaſe him to reveale it, by mira- 
e,or ſome other certaine way vnto vs. 
but hitherto it was neuer heard that al- $ce $:.. 
mehtic God did,by miracle, or any ſuch pil. 
ertaine way, giue teſtimony, that cither abſuluc, 
lnheror Calmm, or any of their fellowes cit. * 
i followers had in them this true holi-,,, ,;:, 
ies, or that they were Sams: but rather, Lukc:i, 
thile as they preſumptuouſly attempted A: 522 
bworke miracles, it hath pleaſed God, = _——- 
by giving either none,or cuill ſucceſle, roy Us 
e:une 
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teltifie that they were not Saints, Where 
as, on the contrary ſyde, it; hath pleaſed 


God,to giue telt1mony by miracles of the 
faith and holines of lite of divers, which 

rofeiTed the Romaine faith of which fort 
REED bring in many examples, butl 
will at this time onely name S. Bernard, 


S. Domimke, S. Fraunces, who, on the one}. 


de, were certainely knowen,to haue bin 
profeſſours of that religion, which was 
then, & 1s now, profeſled at Romez as may 
appeare,both by that, which is left writ- 

ten of their lines, & alſo by this, thatthey 

were Chiefe fathers and founders of cer- 

taine Religions orders of Monkes and Friers, 

which yet continue there: &,on the other 
{ide,they are certainly knowen to beho- 

ly —_— by their ſober, chaſt,& ver- 

tuovs lite, partly by the guift of miracles, 

Luther. in ſo much, that even Luther himſelfe, and 
Iib.de other of our aduerfaries, confeſle themto 
1Þ1-22®- haue beene Saints. The which being con- 
Ar Sg feſſed of theſe, muſt needes inferre the 
£-& 27, like confeſſion of the ſanRitie of many 0- 


ther who were alſo profeſſors of thefancy ; 


\omane faith, whoſe names we _y finde 
regiſtred in the Calender,euen in books 


ſett our by Proteſtants, and whoſe vert 
ou9 
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' pus life, holy death, & miraculous deedes, 


wemay find in good authours. See Saint 
Athanaf. in vita S, Antong apud Surium.sS. 
Bernard in vita $, Malachie. S$. Antonin 7. 
parte biſt.titulo 23. & 24.Surius throughout 
his large volumes of the lives of Sarnts & 
others. Now this being cofelled, that di- 
vers, whom we know to haue bene mem- 
bers of the Romane Church, are ſaintts: 
wemay well inferre, that, atleaſt, ſome 
Uh of this Church is haly,and that ther- 

re of this part(per ſyncedochen) the whole 
may be tearmed holy: eſpecially confide- 
mg that the faith of this part, (wluch 
was a principall roote,out of which their 
tolines did ſpring) is all one in ſubſtance 
with the faith, which we all profeſle: and 
therefore, we may ſay that our faith and 
profeſs1on enclineth and leadeth to the 
lame holines of life that theirs did. And 
therefore though many , through their 
owne fault, faile in the praQiſe: of vertue 
and holines, yet our profeſsion being all 
one with the profeſ16 of theſe huly men) 
to be tearmed holy, as theirs was. Of 
Which holy profeſsion in ſorne ſort, all 
pur whole companie may be called hoy, 


as of the art of painting or aziy other art, 
all 
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all chat profcſſe them are commsly tears 
med by a name proper to their profeſsis, 
though it happen that divers of them, be 
not very skilfull,nor doe not much exer- 
Ciſe his art. 

And from henceriſeth the ſecond dif. 
ference, betwixt Proteſtantes and vs, ts 
wit, that the very dodrine it ſelfe, which 
Proteſtantes teach, doth (as I ſhewed be- 
fore) induce men to libertie, and conſe- 
quently to lewde life : whereas the Re- 
mane faith, which wee profeſle, both ex- 
pay forbiddeth all vice: and prefcri- 

cth lawes contrary to liberty and looſe- 
nes of life; & containeth molt ſoueraigne 
meanes,to incite and mouea man , toall 
perfite vertve,and holines of life. As for 
example. It teacheth, that, notwithſtan- 
ding the preſence or predeſtination of 
Almighty God,mi hath free-will, wher- 
with(being ayded by Gods grace,which 
race, throu gh the merit of Chriſts Paſh- 
on,is ready for all,that with humble, de- 
uout and perſeuerant prayer will aske,& 
by frequenting,in due ſort, ithe holy Sa- 
craments, will ſeeke for it) he may auoid 
ſinne and embrace vertue, the which ta- 
keth away deſpaire of ſhunningeuill and 
doug 
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{foing well, which cafily followeth of che 
Ar* {contrary opinion. It teacheth alſo that 
0, {Gods commidements be not vnpoſlible 
be Jtobe obſerued; nay nor hard (through 
+ Jhelpe ofgrace,which is alwaies at hand) 
to be obierued of one, which hath but a 


hs 4 £1444 grauia non ſunt his commideniets 
ich Je not ms, Ce that they may , by the 
4 ſame grace, be eaſily obſerued,accordin 


that of our Sauiour Ingum mcum ſraue, 
RY | onus mem leue my yoke 15 {weet, & my 
burthen light. The which moueth a man 
co. 1 concciue greathope of cſchewing ec- 
"&- Jul and living wel, which hope,(& con- 
"If ſequently hart) to do well, a man cannot 
baue, who perſwadeth himſelf,that Gods 
commandements be vnpoſſible to be ob 
g” ſerued, as I ſhewed before. Againeit 
0 Fteacherh, that, as a man may, by grace, 
auoid fanne, and cafily keepe Gods com« 
mandements,& by doing good workes, 
live well : ſo this good life is pleaſing & 


- _— ynto Godi, and theſe good 
Gon MOSES (as proceeding from grace, and 
a- ye , | | 
od | <civang vertue fr the merits of Chriſt, 


of which this ary doth dep end)are me- 
itorious,and ſuch, for reward whereof, 


pos will z according as S.lobn ſaith man- 1. Toh. 5s | 


RE 


Php. 


s a . 
CaP.2s 
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God will giue,to them that perſeverant- 
ly do them,cuerlaſting bliſſe in the king- 
dome of heauen. The which do&rine 
will,doubtleſſe,ifit be duely conlidered, 
breed in a mans mind great loue and de- 
light to doe well, as the contrary muſt 
needs breed,atleaſt,a coldnes 1n deuoti- 
on,if not a contempt & loathing of good 
deeds,and ſpecially of thoſe good deeds, 
which have any difhculty annexed to 
them. It teacheth alſo that for ſinners are 
prepared exceeding great punithments 
in thenextlife; and thatthough there be 
meanes in the Church to get remitlion of 
ſn,& pardon of the paine, yet it teacheth 
that a man cinot ordinarily be abſolute- 
ly certaine , that hee hath ſo vſcd thoſe 
meanes, as that hee hath thereby gotten 
that remifſ16 or pardon; which 1s a great 
motiue to make men wary not to tallin- 
to linne, and to moue them Cum mctu & 
tremore operari ſalutem with feare and trem- 
bling ro worke their ſaluation whereas 
Proteſtants vpon ſuppoſed certainety of 
{aluation caſt away this holeſome feare, 
and (o may eaſily become careleſle of a+ 
voiding any finne. Furthermore it pre- 
{cribeth holeſome lawes and cuſtomes, 
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ant ſoffaſting and prayer,and of other exer- 


iſes of vertue & piety; wherby the fleſh 
may be ſubiett to the ſpirit, and the ſpirit 
>God.Itmainrainerh alſo ſecret confeſ- 
fon of finnes to a Prieſt,as being a thing 
zeceſſary,and commanded by our Saut- 
our himſelfe, the which both1s a great 
bridle to hold men backe from finne (as 
experience teacheth) and is a ſpeciall 
neanes, whereby the Paſtours of the 
Church knowing the inward c6ſcicnce 
oftheur locke,may better,apply fittc re- 
nedies to their ſpirituall diſeaſes, & pre- 
cn1be, to every one, fit exerciſes, for their 
pmadtiſe and progreſle in vertue. Finally 
te profeſſion of this Church 1s ſuch, that 
even ſ1mple Proteſtants , when they ſee 
ay Catholique do a thing amulle , will or- 
linarily ſay Yo# ſhould not thus, or 4 man of 
wir profeſcron ſhould doe otherwiſe. So that 
hoſe which be ſinful in the Roman Church, 
annot,in any ſort, aſcribe their ſinnes to 
ny defe&,or peruerſity of the doctrine 
efthe Church, but muſt needes acknow- 
kde the to proceed tr6 their own frailty 
ermalice, cotrary to the teaching of the 
Church,& ſomer1mes cue corrary to their 
ne conſcience, &acttuall knowledge. 
| Where- 
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Wherefore I may conclude, that al: ic 
though there be ſome finfull men in the þþ 
Romane Church , yetitmay well be called fi 
Holy ; becauſe the dofrine which it be» 
Jceveth and profeſſeth,ofit owne nature, þ 
enclineth and direeth a man to the true þb 
holines,and conſequently 1* of it ſelfe ho« ſhi 
ly: and alſo vn 3 there be many holy 


perſons jn it, ſome of which are certaine- Iþ 
ly knowne in particuler to be ſuch, by I 
proofe of miracle, others are onely 
knowne by this probable reaſon, to wit Ii 

that they hold the ſame faith, which was Jie, 
holden by thoſe, who haue bin certaine- Þ 
ly knowen holy men, and houlding the 


ſame faith (which muſt needs be the true Im 
faith,ſith none are truly holy,or can pol- { 
ſibly pleaſe God, without the rightfaith, | 
which 1s but one) they hauc in thema 
root,out of which true holines1s apte to 
ſpring , and therefore, when wee ſeeno 
apparant euill fruite, whereby wee ma 
diſcouer ſome euill roote, but only go 
whichis apt to ſpring of this good root, 
and eſpecially when welce the fruite of 
their good workes,to be conformable,& 
bke to the workes of thoſe, which are 


knowne Saints , wee haue great cauſe to Fat i 


zudge 
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: $dge, that they alſo arciuſt men, and in 


me ſorte holy, if not perfe&ly Saintes. 
th therfore many men which haue bin 
xd are members of the Romane Church, 
ave-beene and are knowne, either by 
bſolute proofe of miracle, or at leaſt, in 
other manner, to.be holy z Of theſe 
| na better,more worthy and princi- 
xllpart,the whole may be (asI fig be- 
bre) tearmed holy; as a tree, that hauing 
roote apte to glue life to the braunches, 
bme of which __ deade, others haue 
e,is abſolutely ſaid to be aliuez which, 
twee ſhould ſee to have a corrupted 
vte,and could not perceiueit to haue 
yliving braunches , wee ſhould have 
wſcto affirme abſolutely , thatit were 
kad, and not aliue. 


Mt 


$. 11s 


That the Romane Church onelze 
z5 C atholique. 


H1xkDLrY I finde that the Prote- 
ftants company is not Catholique 3 
atis to ſay vnijuerſall, ncither in time, 
I j- nor 
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norinplace; forit came vp of late,andis | 
butin few places of Chriſtendome: nei« þ, 
ther in points of doctrine; for their do- 
&rine conliſteth chiefely of negatives, þ,, 
that 15 toſay in denying diuers pointes, 
which have beene generally held in for«þ 


mer ages,as appeareth by the Chronicles fi, ; 


of the Magd.burgenſes their owne dos 
Qors, who confeſle that the ancient Fa þ, 
thers held this and that, which they noy þ, 
deny. And there is no learned Prote- { 
ſtant (vnles he be too too impudent) but 
he will confeſle, that there cannot bee af. by; 
ſigneda viſible company of men'profel- | 
ſing the ſame faith, which they doe) ever {| 
fince Chriſt his time, continuing; with- 
out interruption , till now. And there- 
fore, will he, nill he, he muſt confelle, | 
that the Proteſtants Church 1s not vat- | 
uerſall, and therefore not Catholique ( as 
out of Scripture, Iſhewed Chriſts true 
Church mult be, | 
But the Romaine Church is Catholiqnt, Ii 
For firſt,it hath bene continually without Ky 


ceaſing fnce Chriſt and his Apoltles time, Shes; 


{hl vilibly (though ſometimes in perl 
cution ) profeſsing the ſame faith which | 


is receiued from the Apoliles , without fp, 
change 


nd is 
Nets 
r do+ 


tives, 
Intes, 
1 for« 
nicles 
e do» 
t Fa- 
/ now 
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tange till this day. Itis therefore-Cecho- 


we or vniuerſall in time. Ithath alſo had 
jd hath at this day, ſome in'euery coun- 
y, where there are any Chriſtians, 
Nach is almoſt; 1fnot abſolutely euery 
here) that-communicateth and agreeth 
thit,in profeſs;on of faith. Therefore it 
alſo Catholique or vniverfall in place, It 
acheth alſo an vniucrſall and moſt am- 
le vniforme doRrine of God, of angels, 
{all other creatures, & ſpecially of man 

mans firſt framing, of his finall end, of 


tur g pertaining to his nature,of his fall 
vr 


nne, of his reparation by grace, of 
wes preſcribed ynto him, of vertues, 
mich hee ought to embtace, of vices, 
lich hee ought to eſchew,of Chriſt our 
ledeemer, his Incarnation,life,death, re- 
etion,aſcenſion,and comming again 
ludgemet, of Sacraments and all other 
ings, that any way pertaine to Chri- 
an religion. Neither dothit;at this day, 


 Fnic any one point of dodrine of faith, 


bich, in former times, was vniuerſally 
ceived , for a veritie of the Catholiqne 

7b, The which ifany man will take 
fon hum to gaineſaye,lethim ſhew and 
Fouc, if he can, what pointe of doctrine 
I jj. ' the 
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the'Romaime Church doth denie, or hold 
xontrarie tothat, which by the ChurchfF, 
was yniuerſally. held before. As we cag 
ſhew diuers pointes, that the Proteſtant 
fo hold or:denie: Lethini(Eſay)(hewand 
proue by ſetting downe the 'point ofdo« 
arine, the authour,the time, the place/&} 
what companie did-oppoſe themſelug], 
againſt it, and 'who they. were that did 
continew ( as the true Chiurch muſt fill 
continew)in the profefſion of the former 
faith, lincally-, without interruption, till: 
theſe our daies:'as we ci ſhew' andproueh,,- 
againſt them. Let him alſo ſhewe whatſ, 
countrie theres , or hath beene, whetel 
Chriſtian fatth- either was firſtplanted, 

or afterwards continued, where ſome; at 
leaſt, haue not holden the Romaine faith, 
As we canſhew, eucn at this day, diuer 
places,wherethere religis is ſcarſe heard 
of, eſpecially 'in; the Indi..n, Iaponian, at 
Chma countries ; which were, not lon, 
lince,firſt couerted to the Chriſtian faith A 
onely by thoſe, who were membres oF,” .. 
the Romaine Church, & chiefly by leſmiq, 
ſent thither by the auctoritie of the-® 

And 10'goe.no further then our dean, 
countrie England. Wee ſhall finde A s 1 


"nt 
dth 
tkn 
wich 
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"oKonicles, that it was conuerted by 4«- X 
wreh nc a Monke, ſent by S. Gregory the Pope, "= 
e a1 thatit continuedin that faith, with-!of $aige 
ſtant tknowledge of the Proteſhumts religion, Bede. lib, 
v and, h then,and for divers hadred yeares 7-<2P+23+ 


of do- r, was neuer heard of, as being then 
ce, Ee tched . The like record of other. 
clue ntries converted by meanes- of thoſe 
ely,who either were dircctely ſent by 
Pope or Biſhop of Rome,or,at leaſt, com- 


icated and agrecd in profeſsion of 


hold 


th, with him,we may fnde in' other hi- 
mes. Laſtly let him ſſiew ſome ſpace 
"I time, in which the Romaine Church was 


Þtfince Chriſt and his Apoſtles time; or 
which it was not viſible and knowen. 
wee can ſhew them many hundred 
Fares in which theirs was not atall. Let 
(I fay)therfore ſhew & proue,(which 
Fer any yetdid or can proue) that cuer 
"WKk9924ine Church did either faile,to be 
; Ft be viſtible,or being till viſible, when 
Fprofeſsion of the ancient faith, which 
Ftceiued from the Apoſtles,did faile in 
' Fad when, and by whom the proteſſion 
1. Fanew faith began in it. As we can ſhe 
' Wen, where, & by whome, this new(n0) 
of theirs began. 


I nj. Cer. 
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Certaine'1t 1s that once the Romaine 
Church had the true faith, & was a true 
Church, to wit, when S. Paule writto the # 

Rom. 1. Romanes, ſaying, veſtra fides annuncuatur in 
vnixerſo orbe, your faith is renowmed in 
the whole world. When therefore, ] ray 

Tnration, YOu (as the learned and renowned M. | 

redditis C4mpian vrgeth ) when (I ſaye) did Rone 

acadzm, Chaunge the beleefe and profeſsion of 
ra.7- faith which once ithad. Quo tempare? qu 
Pontifice? qua via? qua vis quibus incrementis 
vrbem & orbem religioperuaſit aliena?Quas vo« 
ces?quas turbas, que lamenta eaves progenun? 
Onmesorbe reliquo ſopiti ſunt dum Roma, Roma 
inquam, noud Sacramenta , nouum ſacrifiium 
nouum religions dogma procuderct?Nmllus extis 
tit Hiſtoricus,neque Latinus neque Gracns, wy 
remorus neque catimus, qus rem tantam velob+ 
cure rdceret in commentarios? At what time? 
vnder what Pope, what way? with what 
violence or force? with what augmenta- 
tion or encreaſe did a ſtrainge religion 
ouerflow the cittie and the whole world? 
What ſpeaches or rumours ? what tu- 
mults ortroubles? whatlament ations( at 
leaſt) did it breed ? was all the reſt ofthe 
world a ſleepe, when Rome (the Imperial 
and mother cittic, whoſe matters for - 
w_ 


mind 


a (rue. 


= 


othe 
tur in 
ed iy 
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ſt part are _ to the view of the 
ole world) when Rome I ſay,did coine 
ww Sacraments , a new ſacrifice, anew 
Arine of faith and religion? Was there 
wer one Hiſtoriographer,neitherLatin 
x Greeke, neither firre off nor neere, 
ho would at leaſt obſcurely caſt into 
Wscommentaries, ſuch a notable matter 
(this 15. 

Certainely it is not poſſible, if ſuch a 


ſting as this had happened , but thatir 


bould have beene reliſted, or at lealt re- 
orded by ſome. For ſuppoſe it were true, 
(which Proteſtants imagine) that ſome 
yints, of the faith and religion, which 
me profeſleth at this day, were as con- 
tary to that, which was in it, when Saint 


; P'wle commended the Romane faith as 


acke to white, darkeneſle to light or 
babſurde, as were now 1udaiſme or P4- 
jaiſmec (as one of their Hiſtoriographers 
xcounteth it worſe,ſaying, that indeede 
Auguſtine the Monke conuerted the Sax- 
msfrom Paganiſme,but,as the proucrbe 


lath (ſaith hee) bringing them out of 
Gods bleſſing into the warme Sunne) cription 
By this were true. Then T of Brita- 


wuppoſe, 1 


ollin- 


(head in 


the de(- 


would demaund, if it were poſlible, that 2 


I uijj. 
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any Prince, in any C hriſtian cittie, and [| 
much more that the Pope in Rome the mo- 
ther cittie,could,at this day, bring in any 
notableobſurde rite of Iewiſh or Paga- 
niſh _—_— 3 for example to offer vpan 
Oxecin facrifice,or to worſhip a Coy as 
God,and not only to practiſe it private- 
ly in his owne Chappell, but togetit 
publiquely praCtiſed and preached,inall 
Churches,not onely of that cittie, but al- 
{o,in all the reſt of the Chriſtian world, 
and that none ſhould,in Chriſtian zeale, 
continually oppoſe themſelues, thatno 
Pithop ſhould preachz no Door write 
again(t this horrible innovation of faith, 
and the author thereof; that none ſhould 
haue conſtancy to ſuffer martyrdome, 
which Chriſtians have bin alwaies moſt 
ready to endure, rather then to yeeldeto 
a profeſſion and practiſe, ſo contrary to 
their ancient faith; that there ſhould be 
no truc harted Chriſtians, who would 
{peake of1t,or,atleaft, lamentit, nor no 
Hiſtoriographer that would ſo muchas 
make obſcuremention of it. Could all be 
ſo a ſleepe,that they could notnote orlo 
cold and negligent, in matters concet- 
nung their ſoules good, as, generally, 
with 


, and | wichout any careto yeeld vnto it? 
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Noe 
certainely,though there were no prom1 le 
of Chriſt his owne continuall preſence; 
no aſſurance of the infallible affiance 
of his holy Spirit :' Yetit is not poſſible 
that ſuch a groſle errour ſhould ariſe a- 
mong Chriſtians, and ouerwhelme the 
whole world , without ſome reſiſtance. 
The Biſhops and Paſtors could not bee 
ſol1mple,or ſo vamindfull of their duty, 
but they would firſt note ſuch an evident 
contrariety,to the ancient and vniuerſal- 
ly receiued faithz and noting n ,, they 
would,doubtleſſe, with common cofſent, 


refit, contradi, and finally, according 


toSaint Paulc his rule, accurſeit.'If there- Gall. x. 


fore this could not happen now , nor e- 
ver heretofore was heard , that any ſuch 
abſurd errouror herefie did or could a- 
riſe, without noting or reſiſting 3 what 
reaſon can any man haue,to ſay,that this 
bath happened at Rome? notbeing able 
toalledge any writter , that did note the 
thing,the perſon,the time, and what op- 
hid was made and continued againſt 
tas1n all herefies that haue ſpronge vp 
of new, we can doe. If there could not a 
little ceremonic be added to the _ 
ut 
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but thatit was ſet downe in hiſtory,when 
and by whomzhow covld the whole ſab- 
ſtance of the Maſle, (which confiſteth in 
conſecration, oblation, and conſumpti« 
on of the ſacred Hoaſt) be newly inven- 
ted,and no mention made , when or b 
whom: or that cuer-there was any ſuc 
new inuention at all? Tfalſo hiſtortogra« 
phers were not afraide to note perſonall 
and private vices of the Popes themſelves; 
which they might well think Popes would 
not willingly haue made open to the 
world; why ſhould they haue feared to 
have recorded any alteration in religion? 
Which ifit had beene, had beenea thing 
- done publikely inthe view of the whole 
world ; or if there were any feare or flat- 
tery , which mighttye the tongues and 
pennes of thoſe , that lived nearchand, 
that they durſt not or would not ment- 
on ſuch a matter, yet, doubtleſle, others, 
which lived in places further off, ſhould 
not haue had thoſe cauſes, and conſe- 
quently would not haue kept ſecretſuch 
an open and important athing asthis. If 
laſtly the hiſtories which m_ mention 
of theſe priuate vices of Popes, and other 
Chriſtian Princes, could not onely firlt 
come 
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ame -out ; but alſo continue, withour 
puch,till theſe latter times; what reaſon 
an any have to doubte or dreame, bur 
that the like would haue beene ſet out a- 
boutthe alteration of religion , if it had 
happened ? and that, ifany ſuch hiſtory 
wrporting any true accident ofalteration 
or change of religion had come outz-tt. 
ſhould,partly by Gods prouidence,parts 
yby humane diligence have bin pre- 
rued,till theſe our dates ; eſpecially co- 
idering, that ſuch records had beene ſo 
requiſite, for diſcerning the ancient , vn- 
changed, true Chriſtian religion, from 
= nouelty, which muſt needes bee 
e 

So that we may well conclude; that, if 
Chriſtian religion had,fince the Apoſtles 
time, altered in Rowe it would have bin 
recorded in hiſftories,as other things,and 
eſpecially ſuch notable alterations are 
recorded:and thoſe hiſtories wonld have 
beene preſerued till this day, as other 
Chriſtian monuments baue beene pre- 
ſerved,cuen in time of perſecution, yea, 
even then, when the perſecutors made 
particuler enquiry for & ritian bookes, 
to burne or conſume them. But in thoſe 
| ancient 


4 
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auncient hiſtories, there is no mention: 


mads of any ſuch alteration of religion 
in Rome . Wherefore it followeth that 
there was no ſuch alteration or change 
at all. No ſuch alteration being made, it 
3s evident that the ſame faith and religi- 


on,which was in Saint ?Paxles time, hath. 


alwaics continued, & is there now. That 
which was there then, was the true faith 
and religion , as appeareth by that high 
commendation, which Saint Paulc hath 
left written of it. Therefore that whichis 
there now, muſt needes bee the onely true 
holy and C atholique faith; and that compa- 
ny which profeſleth it, muſtnecdes bee 
the Onely true Holy and C atholique Church, 
Neither can I ſee what anſwerecan, 
with any probability , be forged againſt 
this reaſon. For to ſay,that the errours of 
the Church of Rome crept in by little and 
little,and ſo,for the littlenes of the thing, 
orfor the negligence of the Paſtors,were 
not eſpicd; 15an Idle fition already re- 
futed. For firſt thoſe matters , which the 
Proteſtantes call errours in the Romant 
Church, be not ſo little matters , but that 
leſſe,enen in thelike kinde,are ordinari- 
ly xccordcd inſtories, Nay,ſome ofthem 
are 


 __—_ 
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kre in the Proteſtants conceipts, (& con- 


ſequently ifmen'of olde time had beene 
Proteftants, they would haue beene alſo 
in their conceipts) as groſle ſuperſtition 
2s Paganiſme it ſelfe , namely to adore 
Chriſt our Saviour as being really and 
ſubſtantially preſent in the Bleſſed Sacr4- 
ment , the which Sacrament Proteſtants 
hold tobe, (really and ſubſtantially)but 
abare pecce of bread. Alſo the Prote- 
ſtants acccunt the vſe ofthe Images to 
be Idolatry,and fay (very ignorantly or 
maliciouſly) that wee adore ſtockes and 
flones, as the Panims did. The which 
thinges,could not ſo haue crept in,by lit- 
tle and little, but they mult necdes be cf- 
pied : Neither could the Paſtours of the 
Church,at any time, be ſo ſimple and ig- 
norant,ſoſleepy and negligent, but they 
muſt needes haue ſeene : and ſeeing muſt 
needes in ſome ſort haue reliſted, as be- 
fore I haue ſaid. For to imavine all the 
Paſtours, of any one age, to have beene 
in ſuch a deepe Lethargicall and deadlie 
leepe,that they could not onely not per- 
ceue,when the enemy ſhould ouer ſow 
Cockle 1n the harts of ſome; but alſo when 
this Cockle offalſe belicte ſhoald grow to 


out- 
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outward ation.and ef; peciallyto publits 
e but moſt 


pratiſe,the which cou}d not 
apparant3 roimagine (I fay).all the Px 
ſtors to be ſo ſimple and leepy, not then 
to marke, or not toreſhiſt , 15 rather the 
dreame of a proud man in his {leepe,who 
3s apte tothinke all men fooles beſide 
himſelfe, then a judiciall conceipte of a 
waking man ofany vnderſtanding, who 
oughttothinkeof things palt, either ac- 
cording to the verity recorded in tories, 
or when this faileth , by comparing the 
likelihood of that which hee thinketh 
was done by men of that ume , with 
that, which moſt men of their quality, 
would doin like caſe. | 
Finally if theſe were ſo, and that the 
Church did,by this meanes, for ſo long 
ſpace,in ſuch important matters, vnuer- 
{ally erre, neglexerit Off icium Spiritus Sante 
(tus ( as Tertullian ſpeaketh refuting the 
ike cawll 'of heretiques) the holy Ghoſt 
thould haue negleRed his office, which 
1s, (as I baue proved before out of Scrip- 
ture nor to permit the vniuerſall Church 
to fall into errour, butto ſuggeſt vnto it 
all things,that Chriſt ſaid vato it, and to 
teach it all truth. | 
6. IIIL 


OF FAITH. 


6. IJJIL 


That the Romane Church onely & 
Apoſtolique. 


| Ourthly I finde that the Proteſtants 
Church 1s not Apoſtohgue . Becauſe, 
they can notderiuethe 5 ond of their 
reachers,lincally,without interruption, 
= the Apoſtles; but are forced to ac- 


knowledge ſome other as Luther, or C al- 


xn, or ſome ſuch, for their firſt founders, 
nthis their new faithz from whome they 
may perhaps ſhew ſome ſucceſſion of the 
preachers of their faith: but they can ne- 
ver ſhew, that Luther or Caluin them(ſelues 
(wſto lived within this hundred yeares) 
dd cither lawfully ſucceede, or was law- 
hlly ſent to teach this new faith, by any 
Apoſtolique Biſhop or Paſtour. Nay L- 
ter himſelfe doth not onely confeſle, but 
alſo bragge,that he was the firſt preacher 
of this new found faith, Chri/lum 4 nobrs 
primo vulgatum audemns gloriari(faieth hee) 
wedarre boaſt, that Chriſt was firſt pub- 
liked by vs. For which his glorious boa- 
ing, 


Epiſt.ad 
Argent, 
an Dom. 


L525» 
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Ring,me thinkes, hee deſerueth well that} 
title which Oprates giueth vnto YiGor the 
firlt Biſhop of the Donatiſts, to wit, tobe |;. 
called filius ſine patre, Diſcipulus [me magifra 
aſonne without a father, a diſciple with» | 
out a mailter. | 
On the c6rrary fide the Romane Church 
can ſhewalineall ſucceſsion of theirBje f,, ; 
ſhops, without interruption, euen from feces 
the Apoſtle Saint Peter, ynto Clement the Yifpe, 
eight the Biſhop of Rome, which livethat Jo 
this date. The which ſucceſsion fromthe 
Apoſtles, which we haue, and the Prote- 
ſtants want, the ancient fathers did muck Jy, x; 
elteeme,and vſcd it as an argument,patt- ip 
ly co confound the Herctiques, partly to 
confirme themſelueg in the vnitie ofthe 
Catholique Church, So doth Irenaw who 
Lib.3.c.3 ſaith. Traditionem ab Apoſtolis, & anninda- 
tam hominibus fidem, per ſucce ſtones epyſcops* 

rum peruenientem vſque 4d nos, indicantes, cine 
fundimus onnes illos, qui quoquo modo, vel per 

ſus placenti am malam, vel per vanam gloriam, 

vel per cacitatem er malam ſententiam, prater- 

quam oportet, colligunt. Shewing the tradt- 

tion from the Apoſtles, and the faithc6- 

ming vnto vs, by ſucceſsion of Biſhops, 

we confounde all them, who, any ways 

i through 


Lib. & 
parm. 
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that; ough euill coplacence of themſclues, 
r the fevaine gloric, or through perverſe opt- 
jon,doe colleAt(and c5clude) otherwilc, 

they ought. Soalſo doth Saint Au- 
vithe fer who ſaith. Tenet me in Eccleſia Catholics, 


Er Epilt, 
Funda- 


ipſa Sede Petri Apoſiols , cui paſcendas ones qi. c. 


urclt flu Dominus commendauit, vſque ad praſen- 4 


t Bl few Epiſcopmm , ſucceſcio Sacerdoturn . The 
from wa of Prieſts from the very ſcatc 
t the Jifperer the Apoſtle, towhomeonr Lord 
that Jommended his ſheepe to be fedde,vntill 
n the tus preſent Biſhop, doth hold me in the 
ote- Iabolique Church. See the ſame Saint Au 
wuck ſen Epi [t.150. Optatus 1, 2.cont.Parmen. Saint 
Datt- Iinpbav. Her. 275. Saint Cyprian. l.1 .cpiſt. 6, 
lyto ft, frhanafe. Orat. 2. contre Arrians, who 


fete Jrronounceth them to be ———_ qui Athanaſ, 


who dunde quam a tota ſucce firone C athe 
no" Yafrce origin? fides (2 deducunt who deriue 
[op [he beginning of their faith, from any 0- 
»00* {ther ground, then from the whole ſucceſ(- 
xlp7 {fon of Eccleſiaſticall chaire. And this 
14, Sith he is extmium & admirabile argumen= 
«ine Junad bareticam ſectamexplorandam an ex- 
radt- Jellett and admirable argument, wherby 
h co: nemay eſpie out, and diſcerne an here- 
10P5, Jicall ſe. T he which argument theſe Fa- 
hers would ncuer have vrged andextol- 

K led 


& Eccle- vat. 2. % 


ITIJN- 


Epheſ. 4- 


Ibidem, 
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led ſo much,if they had not thought that hheed 


this ſucceſſion was an vndoubted good 
marke ofthe Church, and that with this 
lawfull, vninterrupted, Apoſtolicall ſuc+ 
ccllion of Doors and Paſtors , the truz 
Apoſtolique faith and dofrine, was al 
waies contoyned. The which to be cons 
joyned we may ealily prove out of Saint 
Paule himſclfe, who iaith Dedit Paſtores 
Dottores ad confſummationem ſanforum, in 
opus miniſierh, in edificationem Corporss Chri- 
ſti,donec occurramus omnes in vnitatem fidei of 
agnitionss Fily Det , in virum perfeltum, in 
men{uram &tatts plenitudinis Chriſti, Signi- 
fying that Chriſt our Sauiour hath ap» 
pointed theſe outward. funftions of Pa» 
ſtors and Doors, inthe Church,to cons 
tinue yntill the worlds end, for the edifi- 
cation and perfeRion thereof, andeſpe- 
cially for this purpoſe vt non ſanus parnub 
ultuantes & crcumferamur omni vents de 
ne that we may notbelittle ones wa- 


- pering, and carried about with euery 


winde of doctrine. Wherefore that this 
ordinance and appointment of Paſtours 
and DoRors,in the Church,madeby our 
Sawour Chriſt, may not bee fruſtrated 
the eftc& intended by himz wee _ 
nec 
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jeedes ſay,that he hath decreed, ſo toaſ- 
ft and dire theſe Paſtours in teaching 
he doQrine of faith, that the people, their 
focke,may alwaies,by their meanes, bee 
reſerued from wauering in the ancient 
ih and from being carried about with 
aery wind of new doctrine, The which 
cannot be, vnleſfe with ſucceſſion of Pa- 
ſors be alwates conioyned ſucceſſion in 
tedoQrine, at leaſt in ſuch ſort, thatall 

the Paſtors cannot,at any time, vntuer= 
ally erre, or faile to teach the ancient & 
\poſtolique faith. For if they ſhould thus 
miverſally erre, then all the people(who 
wc,and ought, like ſheepe, follow the 
yoice of their Paſtour) ſhould alſo gene- 

nlly erre,& ſo the whole Church, which 

(according to Saint Gregorie Naxianzene) 


contrary to diuers promiſes of our Saut- di 


ur,vniuerſally erre. So that we may be havendos 


kre,thatthe Ordinary Paſtors ſhall ne- 
terbe ſo forſaken of the promiſed Spirit. 
ftruth,that all ſhall generally erre , and 
kach errors in faith; or that there ſhall 
bot be, at all times, ſome ſufficient com- 
jay of lawfull ſucceeding Paſtors , ad- 


I ly 


was 


Orat.de 


modera- 


confiſterh ofſheepe and Paſtors, ſhould, ;jgne in 


ning tothe ſucceſſion of S,Pcter (who Ioh.z fi 


Aug. in 
Pla.cont, 
artem 

Donati, 


Trenzus 
lib.; 0+ 3+ 
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was by our Sauwiour, appointed chiefe Pas fgn;q 


or) of whom we may learne the truth, 
and by whom we may alwaies be con« 
WE and continued in the true ancient 
faich,, and preſerued from being carried 
about with the winde of vpſtart errour, 
T he which being ſo, it followeth that 
the true Apoſtolique do&tine is inſepe- 
rably conioyned, with the ſuccefſionof 
lawfull Paſtors,eſpecically of the Ap0« 
ſtolique ſca of Rome. 

Wherefore we may,againſt all Here- 
tiques of our time (as the auncient Fa- 
thers did againſt Heretikes of their time) 
vrge this argument of ſucceſſion, eſpect- 
ally of the Apoſtolicall ſucceſfion of the Bi- 
ſboppes of Rome, We may ſay to them as 
Saint Auguſte ſaith to the Donatiſtes,Nu- 
merare Sacerdotes ab ipſa ſede Petri , & inils 
ordine Patrum,quis,cui,ſuccefeit videte Num- 
ber the Dricſtes from the ſeate it ſelfe of 
Peter, andin that Order or rowe of Fi 
thers,ſce, which ſucceeded which, Wee 
may ſay with Ilrenaus Hac ordinatione et ſ#:- 
ceſcone Epiſcoporum, traditio Apoſtolorum ad 
nas permenit 3, or eff plemſSima oftenſis vnam & 
eandem fidem eſſe, que ab Apoſtolis vſque nunc 
confirmata eſt. By this orderly ſucceſſion 
0 


—_— 
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come vntovs3 and itis a moſt 


cums eccleſys Apoſtobices, quod nulla aduer- 


hdoGrina facit;, & hoc eſt teſtrmonmtum verita« 
is. We doe communicate with the Apo- 
folique Churches, which no contrarie 


b&rine doth, and this is a teſtimony of 


tbetruth. 


—_— 


Cua*”. ZVYAiL 


The Concluſion of the whole 
diſcomſe, 


N o vv, temake anend, conſidering 
all this, which I haue ſaid and pro« 
ed, to wit, that there is but one, infallt- 
ble,entire faith, the which is neceſlary to 
lnation , to all ſorts of men : the which 
ith every one muſt learne by ſome 
bowen, infallible, and vniuerſall rule, 
xcomadate 'to the capacity of cucry 
te: the which cule cannot be any other 
113. but 
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| $a , the tradition of the Apo- 
les hat 

vl demonſtration that the faith, which 
tom the Apoſtles is confirmed even vn- 
ill now is one and the ſame. We may 
vilthem with Tertullian. Nos cammunica- 


Lib, de 
Preſcripe. 
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but the doRrine aud teaching of the trygheule 
Church : the which Churchis alwaies to fot * 
Continue viſible vntill the worlds end Jay ! 
and is to bee knowen by theſe foure [other 
markes Vna, Santa, Catholica, Apoſtolica, toha 
One, Holy,C atholique, Apoſtolique : the which dot 
markes agree only to the Roman Church, fobſet 
(thatis to ſay, to that company , which I&me 
doth communicate,and agree 1n profeſ- che 
fion of faith , with the Church of Rome) (by th 
whereupon followeth, that this Church but C 
or company 15 the onely true Church of ſpred 
which, eucry one muſt learne thar faith being 
which is neceſſary to ſaluatis.Cofidering parti, 
{1 ſay)al this, I would demand of the Pro- ner © 
teſtits, how they can perſwade theſelues, [aall 
to bave that faith, which is neceſſarie to |\P of 
faluation,fith they will not adnvtttheau- Ixthe 
thoritie and doarine of this Church, of | akie 
which onely they ought to learne this kno 
faith?or how they can (as ſome of them | deed: 
doe)challenge to themſelues the title of J 4not 
the true Church,fith their companichath the 
neuer one of the foure markes,which, by Pede 
common conſent of all, muſt needes be from 
acknowledged for the true markes ofthe | $8n1 
C hurch? how can their congregation be om 


the true Church?which neitherjsOnbe tant 
Callie 


, "IC 
—_ . 
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1etragh@uſe it hath no meanes to keepe vnitie, 
aies to Juor H{y,becaule, neither was there ever 
s end Jay wan of it, which, by miracle or any 
foure Jather euident teſtimony, can be proued, 
folics, Johave beene truely holy,neither is their 
which JdoAtrine ſuch, as thoſe that muſt =_ 
urch, Jobſerue it, do, without faile, thereby be. 
which Jeome holy: nor Catbobque, becauſe it tea- 
rofeſ. Icheth not all truths,that haue beene held 
Rene) [by the vniverſal Church in former times, 
urch Jbut denieth many of them neither is it 
ch of Iſpred over all the Chriſtian world, but 


faith Jbeing deuided into divers ſees, every 


ering 
 Pro« 
elues, 
1E to 


particular ſefte1s contained in ſome cor- 
ner of the world; neither hath it beene 
nall times euer fince Chriſt, but fproung 


laſte from his profelled religious order, 
kmowen, both by his writings, wordes, 
deedes, & manner of death,to haue beene 
anotable ill liver.nor Apoſtoliqur, becauſe 
the preachers thereof can not deriue their 
Pedegree,lineally,without interruption, 
trom any Apoſtle, but are forced to be- * 

nne_ their line, if they will haue any, 

om Luther, Calum, or ſome latter, How 
tan they then bragge, that they haue the 
111j. true, 


theratil. 


yp of late, the firſt founder being Martin 8c pra 


- | ther an Apoſtara, a man, after his Apo- teolus 
verbo Lu 
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true, holy,Catholique, and Aphſtolique | 


faith?ſath this is not found in any compa- 

nie, that diftereth in doQrine, from the 

onely true, holy, Catholique, and Apa- 
ſtolique Church. For ifit be true ( which 
InPſ.;2. Saint Auſten faith)that in ventre Eccleſie ve- 
rites manet the truth remaineth in the bel- 

lie of the Church, it is impoſsible that 
thoſe,who are diſioined, by difference of 

belcefe from that companie , which is 
knowen to bee the true Church, ſhould 

haue the true faith, For true faith ( as be- 

fore hath bene proued)is but one; where- 

fore hee that differreth in belcefe from 

them which haue the true faith, cither he 

muſt haue a falſe faith, or no faith at all; 
Againe,one can not haue truefaith, vn- 

les be firſt heare 1t, according to the ordi- 

Rom, 30, Rarie rule of Saint Paule, ſaying, Fides ex 
audit, faith cometh of hearing: but how 

can one heare true doctrine of faith ſoe 
pradicante without one to preach truely 

vnto him? & how ſhold one preach truc- 
ly,atleaſtin all points, ni mittarur, vnles 
hebeſent, and conſequently aſsiſted by 

the Spiritt of God? now, how ſhould wee 
know,that Luther, or Caluin, or any other 

that will lcape out of the —_— and 

cauge 


2 _— — —  D_— 
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\ Jeave that company, wherein is vndoub- 


ted ſucce(sion, and by ſucceſsion lawfull 
niſsi6,or ſending from God; how ſhould 
we(Ifay)know that theſe men teaching 
anew , and contrary doctrine, were in- 
deede ſent of God? Nay certainely wee 
may be moſt ſure, that they were got ſent 
of God. Forth Almightie God hath, by 
lis Sonne,planted a Church vpon earth, 
which Church hee would have alwaies 
continue, vatillthe worldes end, & hath 
placed in it a viſible ſucceſsion of lawful 
ordinary paſtours, whom hee will, with 
the aſsiſtance of himſelfe, and his holy 
Spirit ſo guide,that they ſhall never vni- 
verſall Rite, to teach the true faith,and 
eone/ ane the people from errours; wee 
ae not now, to expedtt ant to bee ſent 
from God,to inſtruct the people, but ſuch 
onely,as come in this ordinary manner, 
by lawfull ſuccelsion, order, and calling, 
according as Saint Paule ſaith: Nec quiſqn 
ſumit {bi honorem, ſed qu vicatur a Deo tan- 
quem Aaron. Neither doth any man take 
to himſelfe the honour , but hee that is 
called of God,as Aarm was: to wit, vili- 
bly, and with peculiar conſecration, as 
wercadin Lewiticws,cap.8.to which ac- 
| carderi 


Heb, c.x. 


s.Paral. 
; eap.26, 
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cordeth that which wee read 2. Paralpg' 
cap. 26. where Azariasſaid to king Oar 
Non eſt tui offucq,0714,vt adolcas incenſum Do» 
amino, ſed Sacerdotum, hoc eft filiorum Aaron,qui 
conſecrati ſunt ad huiuſmodi miniſtcriuns egree 
dere de Santtuario, rc. Ttis not thy office, 
O 03445,,to offer incenſe to our Lord, but 
1tis the office of Prieſts, to witte, of the 
ſonnes of Aaron, who are conſecrated to 
this funAtion or miniſterie; goe out of the 
SanRuarie . Which bidding when 0zias 
contened, & would not obey, he was pre- 
ſently ſtricken with a leproſie, and then 
being terrified, feeling the puniſhment 
infliSed by our Lord,he haſtened away, 
as inthe ſame place is declared.By which 
laces, we may learne that it doth not be- 
Ls to anypone to doe prieſtly fun&- 
ons,(asto offer inceſe or ſacrificeto God, 
or take vpon the the auQoritie to preach 
and inſtruRt the people) but onely to 
Prieſts called viſibly, and coſecrated for 
this peculiar papers as Aaron and his 
children were. For though the Prieſthood 
ofthe Paſtors of the new law be not A«- 
yonicall;yetit agreeth with the Prieſthood 
of Aaron , (according to Saint Paule hs 
ſaying,in the foreſaid place)in this, that 
| thoſe, 


Gole, that come to it, muſt nottake the 
honour ofthemſelues, but muſt be called 
yntoit,of God,as Aaron was, to wit, viſt- 
bly: & by peculiar c6ſecration. In which 
ordinary manner whoſocuer commeth1, 
he ma b 

tor of Chriſts flocke z becauſe intrat per 
oſtuum he entereth in by the doore,to wit, 
by Chriſt himſelfe, who firſt vifibly cal- 
led, conſecrated , and ſent immediatelie 
the Apoſtles : and the Apoſtles, by au- 
thority receaued from him, did vifblic, 
by impoſition ofhandes,call,conſecrare, 
and ſend others : and thoſe, in like man - 
ner, others, from time to time, without 
interruption, vntill theſe preſent men, 
who now are Prieſtes, of the Catholsque 
Romane Church . Theſe therefore enter in 
by Chriſt , who is the doore, and there- 
fore theſe be true Paſtours 3; and wheſoe- 
per entereth,not thus in at the doore, but 
cometh in another way,our Sauiour tel - 
leth ys, how we ſhould account of him, 
when he ſaith. Qu non intrat \per offium mm 
omle ouium, ſed aſcendit aliunde, ille fur eft & 
latro. he that entreth not in by the doore, 
into the ſheep-fold,but aſcedeth by lome 


other way,he is athcefe & a robberzwho 
| COM 
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e truely called ?afor ovinm aPa- loh.ro. 
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t.Tim.s. 
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commeth not to feede the ſheepe, but to 
Keale, kill, and deſtroy them, So that we 
havenot(I ſay)to expeR any to be ſent of 
God to feed vs,with the food of true do 
Arine of faith, but ſuch only, as comein 
this ordinary manen(as it is certaine that 
Iuther,8 Caluin,when they left their fore 
mer profeſſion, and tooke vpon them to 
—_ this new faithz did not come vifi- 
ly,called,cofecrated & ſent, for this ou 
poſe,by any lawful autherity,accordin 
to the ordinary manner) or if it ſhould 
plcaſe God to fend any one,n extraordi- 
nary maner,it appertaineth to his proui- 
dence,to furniſh him with the gift of mi- 
racles, as he did his Sonne our Sautour 
Chriftz or with a miraculous conception, 
& with ſtrange & extraordinary _—_ 
of life, as was ſcene in S. lohn Baptift:or fi- 
nally with ſome euidet token,that it may 
be plainely knowen, "that he is aſſuredly 
ſent of God.Otherwiſe the people ſhould 
not be bound to belicue him, but might, 
without ſin, reie& his doQtrinz cccentiin 
as our Sauiour ſaid of himſelf $7 non facto 
opera patyis inet noltte credere mhs IfI do not 
the workes of my Father, do not belecue 
me. And againe Si opera ns feciſſem in exs,que 
nes 


OF FAITH. 147 
nemo line fecit peceatiy non baberent. Tf Thad 


not done works among the,that no other 
hath done, they ſhould not haue fin- 
ned, to witte, in not belecuing. Nay, 
the people ſhould now, (an ordinary 
courſe being, by our Sauiour ſet downe, 
to continue till the worldes end, as be- 
fore hath bene proucd) the people (I 
ſay) ſhould now linne, in belceving any 
one,that ſhall come,and tell them that he 
extraordinarily ſent of God,ifhe teach 
contrary to that dotrine, which by ordi- 
nary DoRours and paſtours of the Cath»- 
ou Cherch is vniverſally taught: foral- 

ough it ſhould happen , that the lives 


| of theſe Paſtours ſhould not be fo com- 


mendable,or be ſomtimes euidently bad 


yet their dotrine muſt alwaies be regar- Mat.23. 


ded and obſerued,according to thatiay- 
ng of our Sauiour, Swper cathedr4 Moyſe ſc- 
drunt Scribe &r Phariſzi:omma ergo quacungy, 
t&:xerint vob 15 ſernate & facite: ſecundum vero 
oer4 eorum nolite facere. V pon the chaire of 
Moyſes the Scribes and Phariſces haue 
ittenzall things therfore whatfoeuer they 
ay to you,obſerue ye and dogzbut accor- 
ding to their workes do yenot.By which 
laying weare aſſured, that notwithſtan- 

thing 
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ding the Paſtours of the Catholique Church 
ſhould,at any time in their lives, beelike 

Scribes & Phariſftes 3 yet we may alwaies 

ſafely , yea wee mult neceſlarily follow 

their doQrine, and muſtnot in any wiſe 

Gal.z, admitany that ſhall offer to teach vstoa 
contrary doEtine, according aswee are 

willed by S. Paule, who ſaith: St quts vobs 
enangelizauertt preter id quod accepiſtts, and- 

thema fit If any ſhall evangelize or preach 

vnto you, beſide( or contrary to) that 

which you haue alreadie receiued, be hee 
anathema. So that fith the people did once 

receive, from the ordinary paſtours that 
doctrine , which hath deſcended from 

». contra hand to hand, from Chriſt and his Apo-» 
Iuhan. files themſclues, (according to that of S. 
Auſten: Quod inuenerunt m Ecclefra tenuerunt: Ih 

quod didicerunt, docuerunt: quod 4 patribus ar» | Tea 
ceperunt , hoc filys tradiderunt. That which | to 

they found in the Church,they held: that | pa 

which they learned, they taught: that J] at 

which they received from ther fathers, | th 

that they delivered to their children) | © 
whoſocver hee be, that ſhall euangelize J| W 
any thing oppoſite to this receiued do- | ar 
&rin,whether he ſeeme to be an Apolile, | vc 
er an Angell, and much moreithe bean | B 
othGsy 


SaaS - - 
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| Jother,to witte one of theſe new maiſters, 


who faile very much (to ſay no more) 
from Apoſtolicall perfeRion,and Ange- 
licall puritie of life, according to S. Pawle, 


anathema fit, be he anathema. Yea, ſuch a 


one, that doth not onely not bring this 
Catholique or generally received do- 
Arine, but bringeth in a new and contra- 

doQrine, we ſhould not (accordiny to 
pl lobn) ſalute him(vnles vpon ſomenecd 
orfor ſome good reſpeR) or ſay ave vnto 
him,and much lefſe ſhould we giue cre- 
ditto his words, or vſc him, as arule of 
our faith,or preferre his teaching before 
the teaching of the Catholique Church. 

And ſurely, me thinkes, though there 
were none of theſe cuidet Candich 
Ihaue brought out of Scripturezyet even 
reaſon it ſelfe.would teach,that we ought 
to giue morecreditto the vniuerſal come 
panie of Catholiques, which haue beene 
at all times, and are now ſpred ouer all 
the Chriſtian world, then to any parti- 
cular private man,or ſome few, hs fello- 
wes & followers. Itisa prouerb comon 
amongeſt all men, Yox populi, vox Dei, the 
voice of the people or whole multitude, 
the voice of God? that which all men 
lay, 


Exiſt. 2. 
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trary part, to that particular man or his 
private companie , which will oppoſe 
themſelucs againſt this generall voice of 
all (like 1/macl , of whome it is written, 
BANKS CIS Contr 4 Onnes, (ff manus omntamthe 
tr 4 exm, his hands arc againft all men,and 
the hands of all are againſt him) it may 
well beobicRed, that which Luther(who 
was the firſt in this our age which did fo) 
confefteth was obieted to humſelfe,b 
his owne conſcience,or rather principal 
ty by the mercy and grace of thealmigh- 
tie God, ſeeking ro reclaime han from 
InPrzf. his errour, while there was any: hope. 
Li.de ab- Mam t#ſolum fapu? Art thou onely wilt? 
Pg Mi- 7 achers words be theſe.Quoties mibit palpite* 
X, priua- ©” S. Co, 
wn ad fra. #it tremulum cor, ef reprehendens obiccit firs 
tzes Au. tiffimurillud argumentum, TI folus ſaprs? Toth 
{ Ordin.1n 7g exrant vitucr/i? Tants fecula ipnorauerunt? 


tow. Qmidſitmerres, er tot tecum in errarem tx ahas 
b --" danmandos aternaliter? How often didmy 
rg. 


trembling hart pant, and, _— 
me, did obie& mee that moſtſRrong an 
forcible argumet: Art thon Alone wifethaue 
there ſo many vmuerſatty erred? haueſo 
many ages beene blinde and lived in gy 
norance ? What rather if thou thy.ſe 
"4 erre, 


ata + 


ſay, muſt needes be'true.' And on thecs: 
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tire, and draweſt ſo many after thee into 
errour , who (therefore) Galbee damned 
cternally.T his did almighty God obicR 
to Luther,the which might doubtles haue 
done him good; but that he, (preſuming 
ypon his owne vnderſtanding of Scrip- 
turc,and preferring his owne 1udgement, 
before the iudgment ofthe Church) har- 
dened his hart againſt ſuch heauenly in- 
ſpirations, which he tearmed Papiſticall 
arguments. And this ſame may well bee 
obieed to any private man, or any few, 
who, leauing x Kings broade ſtreet, or 
beaten hye way of the Catholique Church, 
will ſecke out a by-path,as being,in their 
conceipt,a better,calter, and more dirett 
way to heauen. To them(I ſay)well may 

be ſaid Are yow onelywiſe 2 areall the reſt 
in former ages faoles ? haue you only,af- 

ter ſomany hundred yeares after Chritt 

found out the true faith, & the right way 

toheauen? haue al the reſt lived in blind- 

nes,darkenes, and errour? conſequently, 

we you onely they that pleaſe God, and 


| hall be aued? (for as I haue proued be- 


fore, without true and entire faith, none 


«an be ſaued)and were then al the reſt, ſo 


many millions, your owne forefathers & 
_ 2 aunceſtors, 
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aunceſtors, ( many of which, weremoſt: 
innocent men and yertuous livers, and 
ſome of which ſhedde their-blood for 
Chriſt his ſake) were (I ſay) all theſe ha 
red of God?did al theſe periſh?were they 
all damned ? ſhall all theſe endure yn- 
ſpeakeable paines, in hell, for eucr? O 
impious,cruell,and incredible aſlertion, 
Nay ſurely; I am ratherto thinke, that 
you are vnwiſe, who pretending to tra- 
vaile toward the happy kingdome of 
heauen,and to goe to that glorious city 
the heauenly leryſalem,will leaue the bea- 
ten ftreet,in which, al thoſe haue walked, 
thatever heretofore wet thither, who by 
miracles ſometimes, as it were by leners 
fentfrom thence, hauegiuen reſtim 
to vs, that remaine behinde , that they 
arcſafelic arrmed there ; You (Iſay)-are 
vnwiſc that will leaue this way, and will 
aduenture the lines not onely of your 
bodies , but of your ſoules, in a path 
found out, of late, by your ſelues , neuer 
tracked -before,in which whofoecuer have 
yet-gone, God knoweth what is becetne 
of themsfith we neuer had letrer of rhitt- 
cle, or any other cuident token, or 6uer 
heard any word ft6 the, to aſſure _ 
-* they 
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; Uikey afely paſſed that way : me thinkes 


may account you moſt ynwiſe men 
that will aduenture ſuch a —_ Fews 
dt, as your ſouls 1s, to bee tranſ{por- 
ted,by ſuch an vncertaine and dangerous 
mic. I muſt needes thinke;that;fith there 
{but one right waic; and that the way of 
the Catholique C hurch is a fure and ap+ 

oved ſafe waie, you are very -vnaduis 

,who, with the aduentufe of therres 

rable loſle of your deareſt and peer- 
elſe treaſure your ſoule, will leaue this 
late and ſecare way , to ſecke out a new 
vncertaine and/perillous waie , I muſt 
needes thinke, ſith the CatSobrque. Romane 
Church js, (as T haue- proiied) the tight of 
the world, the rule of faith, the-pillar 
and ſure ground of truth: that, you lea- 
ung 1t, leaue the light , and therefore 
walkein darkenelgtorſaking it, forſake 
the direct path of true faith, and there- 
fore are miſſe-led;in themyſt ofincredu- 
litie {into the wiſdernes of misbeleefe; & 
finally that you, Hauing thus loſt the 
ſure ground of truth , doe fall into the 
mierie ditche of many ablurdities, and 
mult needes be drowned in the pitt of in- 
numerable errours and erring thus from 


L ij. the 
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the waiegthe veritic, and the life;whi 
Chriſt leſus, refiding, according to his 
muſe, inthe Cathabque Church, muſtnes 
(xales you will ( whichsI hartely wi 
xeturne to the vnitie Ys _ N 
1nCcurre Your OWNeE peraltzon, aca 
amnand of body and ſoule, from 
ſweet leſus deliyer you, and; ys all;t 
honour, and perpetuall.praiſe: of hug 
W name. AMEN + 44 


